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Toronto Gesneriad Society


Newsletter Volume 2, No. 4
 January 1978


December Meeting


The December meeting featured a discussion on the nature and purpose of the Society's library, led
by our librarian Sally Weir. A number of suggestions were bandied about, including the acquisition of various
reference works and relevant periodicals. The consensus seemed to be that while obtaining certain books and
periodicals for a loan to members was desirable, our limited membership probably precludes really major
movement in this direction. Any publications which are acquired will be available on a loan to the
membership, and members will be notified as to the contents of the library.


The library discussion was followed by a social with general camaraderie and holiday cheer shared
by all. An exchange of the various plants brought by those present was accomplished through a lottery, and
all had a fine time.


Meeting notice
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be held on:
Sunday, January 8


at the Civic Garden Centre 
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting begins at 2:00 p.m.. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments will
be served.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The January meeting will feature a discussion of the larger Sinningias by Ted Suess and Jim Purves. Their
talk will touch on both the larger species and the florist gloxinia (properly Sinningia Speciosa) hybrids.
Anyone who is at all interested in this interesting and a diverse group will be well advised to attend this
meeting.


Perhaps this month we might emphasize the larger sinningias at the sales table. If you have seedlings, tubers
or mature plants of this group, perhaps you might bring them for sale and distribution to the membership.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society,
and publishes this newsletter.
Publication committee: Ron Myhr (editor), Gustav Ciamaga, Lillian Ciamaga.
Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, R.R. 1, Claremont Ontario L0H 1E0.
President: Ron Myhr
Membership Secretary: Andy Cartmell, 2 Hillhurst Blvd, Toronto M4R 1K4. Address inquiries
and membership applications to the Membership Secretary. Dues: $10.00/year (includes
newsletter, seed fund, etc.)
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Species Sinningias


The genus Sinningia is the second most popular genus in the gesneriad family. It is composed of tuberous
rooted plants ranging in size from the tiny Sinningia pusilla (2 cm diameter) to the larger florist's gloxinias
and species (up to 40 cm in diameter, four feet in height).


The purpose of this article is to pass on some of my experiences in growing the large species Sinningias (a
species Sinningia is simply the original plant which evolved to grow and flourish in some specific set of
environmental conditions in the wild). The species I have grown are all fairly consistent as to cultural
requirements, thus simplifying the grower's task.


First, a short description of the general growing conditions I use. Two fluorescent tubes (one cool white, one
warm white) are suspended 40 cm over a bench. The soil used is an old standard; 1 part loam, 1 part peat
moss (not screened) and 1 part perlite (I have done some growing with a soilless mixture but don't seem to
be able to grow plants as large or floriferous as with the soil mixtures). Humidity is always 40% or greater
year around. I use 20-20-20 fertilizer at a strength of one teaspoon per gallon. This is a lot more than the
usually recommended 1/4 tsp. per gallon.


Sinningia canescens. This is a relatively small plant with long leaves that are fairly narrow. One amusing
aspect of S. canescens is the silver sheen on the new leaves as they grow from the tuber. This comes from
the short, dense silver "hairs" on the leaves. The plant grows two or three pairs of opposing leaves close to
the ground. The flowering stalk rises from the crown of the leaves and bears a few to many tubular pink
flowers. In older plants, the flowering stalk and the rosette of leaves are combined---that is, a stalk with two
pairs of furry leaves on top grows from the tuber, with numerous flowers growing from the center of the little
rosette. After flowering, the leaves develop into relatively large, unfurry, leathery rosettes on about six inch
canes (hence "canescens"). The plants are fairly slow growing and should be fertilized at every other
watering. They also require fairly high light intensities and can be raised on inverted flower pots to get them
closer to the lights. With all the large Sinningias, I allow the soil to dry out on top before they are watered
or fertilized. This means that they are watered every 5 or 6 days on average under my conditions.


Sinningia cardinalis. One of my favourites, it produces a woody tuber which grow on the surface of the soil.
The leaves are heart shaped, a light vibrant green and covered with short "hairs.” The plant grows fairly tall
so that eventually it will trail on the bench. The flowers are tubular and are a rich crimson. Again, a slow
grower, it should be fertilized at every other watering. At present I have one plant which has been growing
without rest for two years. After flowering, the top growth dies back allowing the tuber to send up another
growth without going dormant. Two interesting varieties of S. cardinalis are "Innocent" and "George
Kalmbacher,” both available from the AGGS. "Innocent" has pure white flowers and "George Kalmbacher"
has red peloric blooms.


Sinningia hirsuta. A medium sized plant with dark green, very fuzzy leaves. An incredibly floriferous plant,
it has masses of white flowers with purple throats which will last for a month. This plant is fertilized at every
other watering since it too is fairly slow growing.


Sinningia regina. The queen of the species Sinningias it is certainly the most beautiful. The leaves are a dark,
fuzzy green beautifully veined in silver.
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The flowers are an incredibly deep, rich purple. The plant will grow to enormous size if fertilized and grown
in a 6" bulb pan. At one point one of my S. reginas was 50 cm in diameter and had 75 blooms on it. The
flowers grow to four cm in length. Again, as with most Sinningias there is a 4-5 week dormant period until
the tuber can be forced into growth again.


These are a few of the species that can be grown under lights with great success and relatively little fuss.


Ted Suess


Odds and Ends


Last newsletter, considerable space was devoted to a discussion of growing from seed. One of the important
factors in successful germination is the provision of bottom heat. Several means of doing this have been
suggested, starting with the use of a soil heating cable for use in sand beneath the pots on which the seed is
sown. For those of us without the large volume which would make a cable useful there are a number of
alternatives. One which is widely used is to place the tray containing your pots of seeds on top of a
fluorescent fixture to benefit from the heat produced by the ballast. Don't place them directly over the ballast
area, where it is positively hot, but to one side or the other. A 40-watt light bulb inside a small wooden box
on top of which is placed your tray is also useful. I have found that a heating pad placed at its lowest setting
works well when placed under the tray -- make sure, though, that your tray does not leak water onto the pad.


Ron Myhr


Ruth Katzenberger's recent article on Nautilocalyx  (Plants Alive, Dec. 1977)  recommends planting more
than one type of Nautilocalyx in a single container. If the grower is not growing for an exhibition, this general
technique has merit and is worth exploring. Ron Myhr grows several of the Saylor Nematanthus hybrids in
one container; I grow Columnea "Stavenger" and its sport "Tricolor" in this manner. Many combinations are
possible if the grower follows common sense and mixes plants with compatible growth habits, foliage and
flower size. A large planting of Streptocarpus"Constant Nymph" and its sports, including "Maasen's White'
are a good possibility. Why not examine your collection and try Mrs. Katzenberger's technique.


Gustav Ciamaga


This is the time of year when gardeners start avidly perusing the new seed catalogues in anticipation of the
summer months, and it can be so for gesneriad growers as well. Both of the major Canadian seed houses,
Stokes Seeds in St. Catharines and Dominion Seed House in Georgetown have a few gesneriads, principally
Sinningia speciosa (gloxinia)and Streptocarpus. Parks’ seeds have a number of gesneriads, including a very
good selection of S. speciosa cultivars, including some fine dwarf varieties. Most of the other major seed
firms will also have a few seeds of interest to the fancier.


Perhaps of even more interest, however, are the fascinating catalogues and lists produced by the major
nurseries specializing in gesneriads, most of whom will ship to Toronto. Among these Kartuz Greenhouses
have published one of the most comprehensive listings. The Kartuz catalogue includes descriptions of all the
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plants listed, and there are a great many varieties indeed. One of the best ways to get to know about the
gesneriad family is to read and study the catalogues produced by the various nurseries, and there is really no
better place to start than the Kartuz catalogue. Also very good, but without the colour photography
associated with the Kartuz catalogue is the list produced by Lauray of Salisbury, who specialize in Columneas
but have many other genera listed as well. Buell's Greenhouses also have a nice list, and they of course
specialize in Sinningia speciosa (gloxinia) hybrids. There are a number of other lists published by various
nurseries, and these are usually advertized in the pages of The Gloxinian.


Closer to home, and also carrying plant material in addition to some seeds, is C. A. Cruickshank Ltd.
Cruickshank's specialize in bulbs, but also carry a number of gesneriads of the tuberous and rhizomatous
sorts, including a few of the Buell's hybrid Sinningia speciosa (listed incorrectly as gloxinias), kohleria,
Smithiantha and others. Were it not for Cruickshank's, it is quite possible that many of us might never have
"gotten into" the gesneriads. A list of catalogue sources and addresses is included on the last page.


Ron Myhr


Columneas under lights


The columnea is one of the most spectacular of hanging basket plants, more at home in the greenhouse than
in the usually limited confines of the light garden. This should not discourage the light gardener for though
his columneas will never rival the greenhouse versions, their colourful, eccentric flowers, brought easily to
bloom under fluorescents, will always bring excitement to a collection of light garden plants. To effectively
grow pot-specimens of columneas under fluorescents, the light gardener will be forced to choose or adapt
plants for this specific situation. The following brief comments give some indication of what is involved in
the successful growing of columneas under lights.


The most useful columneas for the light garden are those which are comparatively small (compact) or at least
slow-growing. Columnea "Chanticleer" is considered to be the best of this type. Other columneas in this
category would include Columneas "Pixie,” "V. Covert" and "Fanfare.” None are truly spectacular but make
up for this deficiency with convenient proportions.


Columneas are generally of one of three growth habits: those with long, lax streamers; those with stiff
horizontal branches, eventually trailing; and those with stiff upright growth. The first type includes such
beautiful species plants as C. microphylla, C. teuscheri and the hybrids C. "Stavenger,” C."Tricolor,” etc.
Though in a sense these plants are "miniatures" (small-leaved and with delicate stems), their lax habit makes
it difficult to present them properly in the light garden and they are best grown as basket plants in the window
or greenhouse.


The second group, those with mostly horizontal growth, make fine light-garden plants if they are kept
trimmed or restarted from tin-cuttings periodically.


By far the best columnea of this type is the species C. erythrophaea, which is as nearly foolproof as a
Columnea gets. The very long, three inch reddish-orange flowers provide an outstanding show.


Many stiff-branched columneas, more proper in a basket and allowed to range freely, make attractive
light-garden additions if treated as "juveniles.” The trick is to obtain cuttings in bud, root and bloom them
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under lights, then to give them away (after taking further cuttings) to a friend with a greenhouse. Of course
we can plant them in a large hanging pot for our own window light growing. Almost any large-growing
columnea, stiff or lax, can be treated in this manner. I have particularly enjoyed bringing to a first flowering
the comparatively large columneas "Cascadilla,” "Othello,” "Oneidan" and "Moonglow.” All of these are
almost ever blooming under lights. Two contemporary hybrids which perform admirably under lights, before
outgrowing their environment are columneas "Early Bird" and Bonfire.”


The third group of columneas previously mentioned, those with erect growth are natural for light gardening,
but for my taste the flowers are generally undistinguished. A list of erect, or almost erect, columneas would
include the hybrids "Mary Ann," "Cornellian," "Butterball," "Cherokee,” "Yellow Hammer" and "Sylvia.”
These are very reliable performers and a well grown "Mary Ann" or "Cornellian" can provide many months
of continuous flowering.


A few notes on culture. Almost all columneas will bloom somewhere along a two tube, 48" fixture. The soil
mixture should be loose and porous and the traditional soilless mixes will suffice. Most columneas in a light
garden are comfortable in a 2 ½" or 3" pot and it seems that a slight drying-out is beneficial to many
columneas. Some of the species, such as C. microphylla, require a cool-period and/or a short-day before
initiating buds; these are troublesome for the light garden.


Pests are rarely a problem though bud-blast can cause concern. If bud-blast occurs, the light gardener should
suspect in turn: a lack of humidity, compacted soil or insufficient light.


There are numerous species and hybrid columneas which will perform superbly in a light garden. By all means
experiment but if a plant fails to give enjoyment, replace it with a known performers or experiment with
something unknown (to you). I know too many light gardeners who choose columneas by eccentricity of
flower, foliage or name, little realizing that the plant is more a challenge than a pleasure. My own short list
of "columneas to avoid" would include: C. dissimilis, C. gloriosa, C. sanguinolenta, C. "Campus Favorite"
C. "Great Horned,” C. "Katsura" and C. "Seagull.” There are just too many "easy" columneas for me to fuss
over the requirements of these problematic plants.


Gustav Ciamaga


Plant material exchange


One of the best ways of increasing your collection is to get a piece of a plant you want from someone else.
If you have a want list, why not send it into Ron Myhr or bring it to the next meeting, and we will try to
match you up with someone who already has the plant.


Happy trading.
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Catalogues


Stokes Seeds
Box 10
St. Catharines, Ont. L2R 6R6


Dominion Seed House Georgetown, Ontario.


Park's Seeds
Greenwood, South Carolina USA 29647


W. Atlee Burpee Company 300 Park Avenue Warminster, Pennsylvania USA 18974


Kartuz Greenhouses 92 Chestnut Street Wilmington, Massachusetts USA 01887
Send $l.00


C. A. Cruickshank
1015 Mount Pleasant Road
Toronto, Ontario
M4P 2M1


Lauray of Salisbury 
Undermountain Road Salisbury, Conn.
USA 06068
Send $.75


W. B. Richardson
RR #2
Box 81-E
Orleans, Mass.
USA 02653
Columnea, aeschynanthus, etc.


Lyndon Lyon
14 Mutchler Street
Dolgeville, N.Y.
USA 13329
One of the best hybridizers


Buell's Greenhouses
East ford, Conn.
USA
Send self-addressed business sized envelope and postage.








TORONTO GESNERIAD SOCIETY


Newsletter
Volume 2, No. 5
February 1978


January meeting


The January meeting centered on a discussion of the larger Sinningias by Ted Suess (Jim Purves was also to
have been involved but was unable to be in attendance). Ted's plants, along with his slides, nicely
complimented his comments on the various species and their culture.


Andy Cartmell and Sandra Lex "showed and told" plants, the sales table was successful and refreshments
were shared.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, February 12
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting begins at 2:00 p.m. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments will
be served.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The February meeting will feature a presentation on miniature Sinningias by Gustav Ciamaga. These little
delights have probably been attempted by us all, with varying success. Gustav will undoubtedly be able to
enlighten us as to the reasons for our various failures and the key (keys?) to future success. It would be
especially nice if those of us who have a miniature sinningia or two in presentable bloom were to bring it to
the meeting to show to the rest of us. Other plants, of course, are also welcome.


If you have surplus plant material, especially of the miniature sinningias, please do bring it for distribution
and sale from the plant table.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr. R.R. 1, Claremont
Ontario L0H 1E0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary,
Andy Cartmell, 2 Hillhurst Blvd, Toronto M4R 1K4. Dues: $10.00/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund,
etc.)
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Miniature Sinningias


Any list of choice gesneriads would be incomplete if it did not include the ever-popular miniature sinningias.
From the tiny Sinningia pusilla through its larger offspring S. ‘Dollbaby’, we have a group of plants of great
beauty which no gesneriad grower would be without. They are small enough to be grown by the dozen and
though some types of miniature sinningias can be of difficult culture, the gesneriad enthusiast rarely turns
away from their challenge.


The miniature sinningias can for convenience be divided into two categories: those so petite that they can be
grown in the smallest of containers . . . the sub-minis, and those of larger stature which we will refer to as
minis. Almost all are distinguished by the rosette-leaf form, almost all are free flowering. In general almost,
all have a brief or no dormancy period unlike their larger relative, the Sinningia speciosa. The flowers are
basically tubular, nodding and cover a colour range similar to the African violet.


The culture of these plants is generally associated with the fluorescent light garden, an environment in which
they will flourish if these simple cultural rules are followed:


1. The temperature range should be 70 to 80 degrees F.
2. Humidity must be at a high level, at least 50% for the minis, much higher for most of the


sub-minis.
3. The soil must be porous, kept barely moist and not over-fertilized. A 1-1-1 soilless mix is


normally used, though excellent results can be obtained with the use of fluffy, long strand
sphagnum moss. Relatively coarse vermiculite will also give good results.


4. Fourteen to sixteen hours of light from literally any fluorescent fixture will bring them to
flower if the humidity is high.


In addition, the sub-minis are allowed to grow multiple crowns, while the minis are usually restricted to single
crowns. For best appearance the plants should be kept neat by removing spent flowers and leaves.


Like the African violet, the miniature sinningia will signal the grower that it has passed its optimum condition
and normally all the grower has to do is to cut the stem close to the tuber and await new growth. Often a new
plant in the form of a tiny crown is already present at the soil line when the upper foliage is spent.


Propagation of the sub-minis and minis is by seed. Stem crown cuttings (which are a natural bonus of
grooming) and by the much slower technique of "rooting" a single leaf. As miniature sinningias are
comparatively expensive and often difficult to obtain, propagation by seed is a popular method. Unfortunately
many of the named hybrids do not come as true to seed as the writers on gesneriads would like us to believe.
The vegetative methods of propagation produce plants which are identical to the parent plant.


Though the number of different miniature sinningias in general cultivation has grown considerably over the
last ten years, a rather complete and representative collection can readily be acquired by the collector. For
the grower wishing to specialize the miniature sinningia section in the Kartuz catalog provides a convenient
checklist. For some collectors, the Kartuz listing stands as a challenge and many growers on this continent
pride themselves on having all the miniatures in this catalogue.
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Because an extensive list of miniature sinningias, with descriptions, appears in Elbert’s Miracle Houseplants,
the following list will not be as comprehensive and will only include the commonly available types.


A.  The sub-minis


S. pusilla. Species. Orchid-lavender colouring. The most popular of the sub-minis.


S. ‘White Sprite’. A white mutant of S. pusilla, and as easy to grow.


S, ‘Snowflake’. Like a ‘White Sprite’ with frilled lobes. More difficult than ‘White Sprite’.


S. concinna. Species. larger flower than S. pusilla. A deeper purple with purple spotted white throat. Perhaps
the most troublesome of the sub-minis.


S. ‘Bright Eyes’. Hybrid (pusilla x concinna). Similar to S. pusilla, but with larger and darker flowers.
Considered the easiest of the sub-minis.


S. ‘Wood Nymph’. Hybrid (pusilla x concinna). The same cross as above, but producing a plant like S.
concinna, rather than S. pusilla.


Sinningias pusilla, ‘White Sprite’ and ‘Bright Eyes’ are available (from Kartuz) in tetraploid form, that is
to say, in a form with slightly larger though fewer flowers. Additionally, the fringed effect of ‘Snowflake’ has
been duplicated in ‘Frilled Wood Nymph’ and hybridizers should in theory be able to produce a fringed S.
pusilla.


All of the above can be grown in small containers ("cream-cups,” thumb-pots, etc.)and will require the high
humidity of a terrarium or similar protected environment. Recently we have experimented with growing
‘Bright Eyes’ and ‘Wood Nymph’ in 2" pots without a terrarium covering but on a capillary mat and the
results have been surprisingly good.


B.  The miniature sinningias


The remaining sinningias to be discussed, the minis, are all hybrids and can be grown in a terrarium, or, if the
humidity is fairly high, on the open light garden shelf. Pot size will usually be 2" or 2 ½", though some of the
larger hybrids (e.g. ‘Dollbaby’, ‘Cupid's Doll’, ‘Cindy-ella’) can eventually be grown in 3" or larger pots. A
mature "Dollbaby" tuber grown in a 4" pot competes favourably with the compact florist gloxinias even
though it is not as floriferous.


The following classification of the minis is one of convenience and groups them by colour.


1.  With spots and/or stripes


S. ‘Cindy’. (concinna x eumorpha). Eumorpha like flower with top petals purple, bottom-white, with dotted
and striped throat.


S. ‘Cindy-ella’. Tetraploid version of ‘Cindy’ with slightly larger flowers. Considered by many to be the most
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beautiful of all miniature sinningias.


S. ‘Renee’. (‘Cindy-ella’ x ‘Dollbaby’). The newest version of ‘Cindy-ella’, with the bottom white petal
flushed lavender.


S. ‘Freckles’ (concinna x hirsuta). Under ideal growing conditions, many large concinna-like flowers, i.e. with
conspicuous throat spotting. Though easier than concinna, we have not found it to be as reliable as some
writers purport it to be.


S. ‘Hircon’. Tetraploid of ‘Freckles’ with fewer but larger flowers.


S. ‘Stuckup’ (tetra ‘Freckles’ x ‘Purple Dollbaby’). Purple with spotted throat; the flowers point upward
which is contrary to the normal nodding or horizontal form of the other minis.


2.  Orchid - lavender


S. ‘Dollbaby’ (pusilla x eumorpha). The most popular of the mini sinningias. Under proper culture. 1"  or
larger flowers.


S. ‘Diploid Dollbaby’. The "original" Dollbaby, of which the commonly available form is the tetraploid
version (above). Daintier in appearance and produces more flowers. Sterile.


S. ‘Poupee’ (‘White Sprite’ x ‘Dollbaby’ ). A smaller form of ‘Dollbaby’. Free flowering.


S. ‘Golliwog’ (Tetra ‘White Sprite’ x ‘Dollbaby’) . A ‘Poupee’ with less rounded, rectangular lobes.


3.  Purple


A rich purple, like that of, say, Sinningia regina, is not a common colouring among the hybrid mini
sinningias.


S. ‘Mathild’ (‘Ramadeva’ x regina). Perhaps the best of the purples but has some faults - short-lived flowers
and sterile.


S. ‘Purple Dollbaby’. Nodding flowers, which is much smaller than ‘Dollbaby’. Purple with white throat. The
specimens we have grown from seed have never been truly purple.


The available seed lines or plants known as ‘Wine Dollbaby’, ‘Li’l Red Fox’, Little Bugler’, ‘Snoopy’, etc.,
seem to be similar or identical to ‘Purple Dollbaby’ . The Merlin Hybrids (Batcheller), once available from
the AGGS seed fund, included some good purple selections.


4.  Lavender with rosy flush


S. ‘Cupid's Doll’ (‘Ramadeva’ x ‘Dollbaby’). A ‘Dollbaby’ with a reddish purple spot or marking in throat.


S. ‘Norma Jean’. A smaller version of ‘Cupid's Doll’
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S. ‘Tinkerbells’ (concinna x aggregata) . Free flowering with many rosy-purple flowers. Somewhat different
from other minis because of its longer stem(s).


5.  Pink


Numerous pinks are available which are often difficult to distinguish from one named hybrid to the next,
Kartuz feels that only young plants of this type are good performers and recommends that pink minis should
be periodically discarded and restarted from seeds.


S. ‘Ramadeva’ (pusilla x leucotricha). Currently a rarity but important as a parent of many of the pinks.
Sterile. (Presumably, it is the tetraploid form which is the parent of the pinks. ed.)


S. ‘Pink Petite’ (pusilla x leucotricha). Same cross as ‘Ramadeva’ but fertile. Considered by the Elberts as
the best of the pink minis.


S. ‘Krishna’ (Tetra ‘Ramadeva’ x leucotricha). An improved version of ‘Ramadeva’. Considered by
Katzenberger to be the best of the pinks.


S. ‘Minarette’ (‘Modesta’ x ‘Little Imp’). Same cross as ‘Patty Ann’ (next section). Replaces ‘Pink Imp’ in
Kartuz list.


S. ‘Pink Flare’ (‘Ramadeva’ x ‘Pink Petite’ x ‘ Dollbaby’) . A rosy-pink ‘Dollbaby’. ‘Pink Dollbaby’ is
probably the same as ‘Pink Flare’.


Sinningias ‘Little Imp’ and ‘Pink Imp’ are popular plants available commercially or grown from seeds. Our
experience indicates that the seed line of these is not predictable as to final colour and size.


6.  Coral or salmon


Though these are sometimes grouped with the pinks, they have a distinctive and desirable coral and/or salmon
colouration inherited from S. leucotricha. Unfortunately, the best of these S. ‘Modesta’ and S. ‘Coral Baby'',
are sterile and vegetative propagation is slow.


S. ‘Modesta’(‘White Sprite’ x leucotricha). Coral pink with rosy throat.


S. ‘Coral Baby’ (cardinalis ‘George Kalmbacher’ x ‘Modesta’). Multiple clusters of deep coral-salmon
flowers.


S. ‘Patty Ann’ (‘ Modesta’ x ‘Little Imp’). Though it is fertile the seed line of this type and the following
(Mod Imp) is somewhat variable. Replaces ‘Little Imp’ in Kartuz lists,


S. ‘Mod Imp’ (‘Modesta’ x salmon selection of ‘Patty Ann’). Similar to but larger than ‘Modesta’.


In the Toronto area we are fortunate in having one of the garden centers (Clargreen – see Odds and Ends)
import a fine selection of mini-sinningias. This selection includes five named minis not normally found in
standard lists:
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S. ‘April Starr’. Appears to be a variant of ‘Cupid's Doll’.


S. ‘Purple Beauty’. Resembles Buell's mini sinningia known as S. ‘Donlyn’ .


S. ‘Pink Ice’. A highly variable type which includes specimens in many colours, including magenta and a
rather good red. One wonders which of the many specimens was initially designated ’Pink Ice’?


The remaining minis in this group. Sinningias ‘Coral Reef’ and ‘Ruby Red'; are somewhat more difficult to
grow and will disappoint the grower expecting true coral or ruby flowers. Using the above classification, we
would assign them to the pinks.


Our experience suggests that this group is best grown in 2¼" to 2 ½"  pots except for ‘April Starr’ which
will eventually be comfortable in a 3" pot. None require terrarium conditions.


Lillian and Gustav Ciamaga


Odds and Ends


Many of us use locally manufactured humidifiers (Electrohome, etc.) to maintain relatively high levels of
humidity in our growing areas. These units often employ rotating drums with a fitted belt made of a blue or
brown synthetic material. After considerable usage, these belts become clogged with mineral deposits thus
lowering the efficiency of the humidifier to a considerable degree. One indication of this problem is when the
unit requires less water than usual, even though operating constantly. The remedy is to wash the belt by
soaking in warm water to which vinegar has been added. An even better solution is to invest in a replacement
belt and save the old one for use as a spare.


Gustav Ciamaga


I have recently received a note from Sonja Kartuz Cuneo in reply to an earlier request for information on the
availability of the new John Innes Streptocarpus hybrids. These are hybrids discussed at length in the Elbert’s
The Miracle Houseplants, which involve some of the same species as S. ‘Constant Nymph’ and its mutants.
They are very floriferous and come in a very wide colour range. Mrs. Cuneo indicated in her letter that these
hybrids have been propagated at Kartuz Greenhouses, and that they will be available this spring. I would
suggest that we obtain a number of these plants for distribution to our members. If you would like to have
one or a few, let me know. If you are going to be in the Boston area in the next month or two, let me know
and perhaps we can arrange for you to pick up some plant material at the Kartuz establishment.


Ron Myhr
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Last month I discussed a few of the mail-order sources of seeds and plant's. This month I'd like to suggest
a few sources closer to home. Surprising as it may seem to folks new to the gesneriad world, there are a
number of sources of gesneriads in the Toronto area. The following list is not meant to be complete (please
don't yell at me if I've missed your favorite--just tell me, so I can go there too),but rather gives an indication
of the kinds of places where plant material may be available.


C. A. Cruickshank Ltd., 10147 Mt. Pleasant Road, is principally a mail order establishment dealing in
dormant plant material (bulbs, tubers, etc.).Their Spring catalogue has a number of gesneriads listed,
including gloxinias, miniature Sinningias, Kohleria, Achimenes and so on. You can go there personally to
make and pick up orders.


Frost's Greenhouses, on Hallam Street just west of Ossington, is a bit of an anachronism, a set of greenhouses
in the center of the city. Its convenience to public transit (take the Ossington bus north a few blocks from the
Ossington subway station) Makes it an especially valuable source for the ‘unwheeled’. While they have a few
Episcias, Columneas and the like, they are particularly note-worthy for a good selection of mature
Streptocarpus ’Constant Nymph’ and ‘Maasen's White’. Lots of standard foliage tropicals and assorted gift
plants, Owner/manager Greg Dykes is personable and knowledgeable and would have more gesneriads if
more people bought them. Avoid the violets unless you're certain they're clean, he's had a serious problem
with cyclamen mites.


Clargreen Gardens is one of the largest retail plant centers around, and they usually have a number of
gesneriads, although the selection is not as great as it once was. Handy for Mississauga residents,
Torontonians can get there by traveling west on the QEW to Southdown Road, then south to Clargreen (a
mile or two). It's on the right, you can't miss it. They're also accessible by GO train, you get off at Clarkson
station, then walk south down the street (Southdown Road) about 1 mile to the greenhouses. Clargreen
generally has a good selection of assorted, often mislabeled miniature sinningias, a number of young
Columneas and other epiphyte's, usually some episcias and occasionally wonderfully large baskets of
Aeschynanthus, Columnea and Nematanthus. It's worth going just to look around -- there is a lot to see.


Leni Forsdyke's Plant Room was for a long time pretty well the only local source for miniatures of several
families. While Leni always seems to have an insect problem (whitefly, mites or aphids) and some of her
plants seem to be a bit weak and spindly, her selection is quite broad in the gesneriads and begonias, with
some orchids. The Plant Room is west of Toronto at 6373 Trafalgar Road, about 2.6 miles south of Hwy
401.


Sandra and Miree Lex, two of our own members, have recently ‘gone commercial’ under the name of Sanmar
Violetry. Sandra specializes in violets, Miree in the other gesneriads. They are probably the closest to an
exclusively gesneriad establishment in the Toronto area, and have plants which are simply not available
elsewhere. They are in Metro's west end, at 70 Enfield Avenue. Phone 251-6369 to ascertain their hours.


Fisher's African Violets, 9 Downsview Avenue, haw a few gesneriads in-addition to their own violet hybrids.
Worth checking out for the fine display of violets. They are on the first street north of Hwy 401 in the Jane
- Keele area.


Ron Myhr
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Want lists


Jo Stefaniak (769-1542) wants lots of things, On her list are Gesneria pulverulenta (formerly saxatilis), El
Yunque, pumila, citrina and ‘Lemon Drop’, Phinaea multiflora, all Pearceas, Alloplectus nummularia,
Chirita micromusa and C. elphinstonia.


The Ciamagas (962-3264) would like Aeschynanthus ’Red Cascade’, Sinningia ’Zoe’, Episcia ‘Jinny Elbert’
and Streptocarpus ‘Mini Nymph’.


If you have any of these plants and are willing to part with a piece, please give the folks a call. Keep a list of
the things you read about or see and would like to have, and turn it in to Ron Myhr at the meeting. Probably
someone already has it and would be willing to part with some of it.
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February meeting


Gustav Ciamaga presented a program on the miniature Sinningias at the February meeting of the Toronto
Gesneriad Society. Discussion ranged from culture and cultural problems to the origin of the various hybrids.
A number of mature plants were available for inspection, courtesy of Miree Lex, Josie Stefaniak and Gustav
himself. The meeting was well attended, and most of those present seemed to be absorbed in the program.
A number of other plants were "showed and told" by the members who had brought them. As usual,
refreshments were available and plants and cuttings were for sale.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The Spring Mini-Show of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, March 19
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


Set-up of the show will begin at 10:00 a.m. If you have plants or can help with set-up, please come before
noon. The show will be open to the public from 2 to 4 p.m.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


The March meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be replaced by our Spring Mini-Show. This is a
major event for us, and it is important that we all contribute as much as possible to its success. Please prepare
your presentable plants for display and bring them by 12:30 preferably earlier, definitely not later. This will
allow the show committee to label and place the plants appropriately. Please do not hesitate to bring
presentable plants--the more the better. If you are able to help with set-up, clean-up, refreshments or
whatever, please call Ron Myhr at 1-649-2726 or Josie Stefaniak at 769-1542. And don't forget to bring
plants, cuttings, seedlings and other plant material for the sales table.
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What's in a name (or Why are they always changing the names of our favourite plants?)


You have probably noticed that over the past few years a number of the gesneriads that are commonly grown
have had their names changed. While the plants haven't changed any, the AGGS nomenclature committee has
decided that there are sufficient good reasons to warrant changes in the names of a number of genera and
species. Such decisions are not taken lightly, but are the result of much consideration by these experts. These
changes are normally the result of more than one name having been applied to the same species, or of changes
in our understanding of the various plants in question.


Since the time of Linnaeus, the great 18th Century Swedish naturalist who devised the first standard system
of botanical nomenclature, plant collectors and botanists have been applying Latinized names to their
discoveries, normally the prerogative of the first one to publish a description of the plant. This was their
attempt to plug these plants into the overall system devised by Linnaeus. However, the lack of efficient
communication between the various collectors, especially in the 19th Century, together with the collector's
desire to take credit for the discovery of the plants, led to great confusion. Often, the same species would
be collected by two or more collectors and differently named by them or their sponsors back in Europe. This
confusion might remain unnoticed for decades.


Once we know that there are two or more names for a given species, the problem becomes one of deciding
which name we will continue to apply to the Plant. The simplest and most straightforward procedure, and
the one that is accepted world-wide, is to apply the earliest known name to the species. While the arbitrary
nature of this rule sometimes leaves people perplexed, it is really the only sensible way to ensure that we are
all talking about the same plant.


In nature, we find that various species are often closely related to one another; they are most probably
descended from some common ancestor, but have developed their own individual and distinct characteristics
as a consequence of various evolutionary pressures. It is useful (and elegant) to group the closely related
species together conceptually, to visualize them as having something in common. Linnaeus, having noted that
some such organization of the plant world was desirable, established certain principles of nomenclature that
were intended to reflect the interrelatedness of plant life.


Linnaeus proposed, for instance, that each species should have a name of two parts, the first descriptive of
a group of plants to which the species is related (the generic name), and the second specific to the particular
species. Columnea, for instance, is the generic name applied to a number of American species of mostly
vining, epiphytic (tree-growing) habit with flowers of similar construction. All of these closely related species,
therefore, make up the genus Columnea.


It sometimes happens that a species is originally assigned to an inappropriate genus. When this happens, the
name must be changed when the error is discovered, to avoid confusion among growers. Such an error
occurred when a nurseryman in 1817 labeled new plant material from Brazil as belonging to the genus
Gloxinia, a group of plants having rhizomes and certain other characteristics in common. By 1864 it was
generally accepted that this species, being tuberous rooted and otherwise unlike the Gloxinias, should no
longer be considered part of that genus, but should be lumped with certain other tuberous rooted gesneriads
in the genus Sinningia, under the name S. speciosa. Unfortunately, the first name used remains in popular
usage for the hybrids of S. speciosa, to the everlasting confusion of those seeing a true Gloxinia for the first
time.
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Botanists are constantly studying the various plant families, and occasionally evidence arises that a major or
minor re-organization of the system of classification should take place. It may be that a particular species is
transferred to another genus, as happened with S. speciosa, or that all or part of one genus should be
transferred to another, as has recently happened with Rechsteineria. It was observed that many of the
Rechsteinerias had a significant relationship to the Sinningias, as both groups were tuberous, could often be
crossed with one another and shared certain other characteristics, although superficial flower shape was quite
different. It was therefore proposed that certain Rechsteineria species be transferred to Sinningia. Hence, R.
cardinalis is now known as S. cardinalis, and R. leucotricha is now S. canescens. (it was also discovered
that  "canescens"was a name applied to this species before "leucotricha"). Similarly, many  plants formerly
known as Hypocyrtas have been transferred to Nematanthus.


The problem with all this is that there are often differences of opinion among botanists over whether changes
should take place, or what the changes should be. In the normal course of events, a botanist who thinks
certain changes should take place will present a proposal, along with the relevant evidence, to a scientific
journal in the field. If it is accepted for publication (and the editors have the power to reject articles they
consider ill-founded or too hot to handle), other scientists will have the opportunity to disagree in print, and
counter replies will also likely ensue. Eventually, however, the dust settles down and a consensus is reached
as to what is right. Usually.


Occasionally, disputes drag on with little immediate likelihood of resolution. One side will charge that the
other is attempting to change plant classification simply in order to set their name in the textbooks, the other
that the "establishment" has grown too conservative to see the necessity of change, and so on. When the
scientific community thus deserts us, we are leftin a quandary as to what to call our plants. Not that it matters
a whole lot,the plants are the same no matter what we call them (they were around a long time before they
had any name), but it is convenient when talking with fellow growers to speak the same language.


This is where the AGGS classification and nomenclature Committee enters the picture. It must decide what
terminology is to be used in AGGS publications. Since the AGGS is International Registration Authority for
gesneriad hybrids (except for Saintpaulia), what the committee decides to call the various species is often
particularly influential, and the committee members are mindful of this responsibility and take care in their
decisions.


A recent controversy of  this sort has been centered on the genus Columnea.Hans Wiehler, of Selby Botanical
Gardens in Florida, has suggested that not all of the species labelled Columnea are sufficiently similar to each
other to be lumped together. He has consequently proposed that the genus be divided into several smaller
genera as a more accurate reflection of the natural order of things. His proposed names for the new genera
are Dalbergaria, Pentadenia and Trichantha, as well as Columnea.


Wiehler's proposals have not met with resounding success in scientific circles, and they are yet to be published
in any of the established botanical journals. The fact that their only publication has been in Selbyana, the
journal of the Selby Botanical Gardens of which Wiehler himself is editor, has led to some question of the
legitimacy of his proposals. Nonetheless, many people feel there is considerable merit in the proposed
transfers, and at least one major commercial grower (Kartuz) has adopted the system. The AGGS
nomenclature committee, however, has not approved the revision for use in AGGS publications.


For most people the question is academic. Almost allof the common Columnea species and nearly 100% of
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the hybrids are unaffected by the proposed revision of the genus, and will remain as Columneas no matter
what decision is ultimately made. This instance, however, is a good example of  how the present system
works (or doesn't work). While we all might wish for a cut-and-dried solution to the problem of
nomenclature, we're stuck with the messy one we've got. And no one has come up with anything better. 


Ron Myhr


Erratum


Sandra and Miree Lex have indeed "gone commercial", as reported last newsletter (Vol. 5, No. 2). However,
their respective operations function relatively independently. Violet expert Sandra runs "Sanmar
Violetry",while Miree specializes in the other gesneriads, under the name "Miree's Gesneriads". Both may
be contacted at 251-6369, 70 Enfield Avenue, Toronto M8W 1T9.


Gesneriads one-by-one


Sinningia verticillata is one of those plants that one occasionally reads about, but which is seldom seen in
the flesh (in the leaf?). Commonly called the "Double-decker Plant", it produces a rosette of leaves on a short
cane about 6" (or considerably more in an older plant) above the soil level, in a manner similar to Sinningia
canescens, but with leaves more reminiscent of Sinningia cardinalis. From this rosette of leaves will arise
a flowering stalk of about another six or more inches, on top of which appear two layers (hence
double-decker plant) of buds. The buds develop into pale pink flowers with maroon spots, most attractive
and apparently produced in amazing numbers on a mature plant. As with most tuberous species, there may
be a dormant period following flowering. S. verticillata is easily grown from seed sometimes available from
the AGGS seed fund, but takes two or more years to flower. Established plants are, however, available from
Frost's Greenhouses, 70 Hallam Street, in downtown Toronto, and some of these are in bud. Prices range
from $2.00 to $3.75. I hope to have a flowering plant ready for the Mini-Show.


Ron Myhr


Odds and Ends


The March issue of House Plants and Porch Gardens carries an article on Streptocarpus by Carla Petra
Pavone. This well written survey features many colour pictures and a rather good summary, in non-technical
terms, on strep hybridization.


I wonder how many growers can truly tell the "blue" streptocarpus 'Nymphs' apart? Though much has been


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, R.R. 1,
Claremont, Ontario,  Canada L0H 1E0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the
Membership Secretary, Andy Cartmell,   2 Hillhurst Blvd, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4R 1K4.
Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund, etc.)
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written on the select mutants of ‘Constant Nymph’ (‘Blue’, ‘Cobalt’ etc.), my eye detects only three distinct
types--blue, light-blue and white. The newer series, the ‘Cape Primrose’ cultivars, offer a more distinctive
colour range, and should be commercially available soon.


Gustav Ciamaga


At our February 12th meeting, I touched on several areas which should be noted in print. The simple
"Cornell" mix soil formula I mentioned is as follows:
  


1 bag Peat-lite mix (Maytime-3 litres)
3 cups perlite


2 cups hot water


This commercial soilless mix is made by Playtime Gardening Products of Norval, Ontario and can be
purchased in large department stores (Eaton's) or at Cruickshank's. The ingredients are mixed in a plastic bag
slightly larger than the one that the Peat-lite comes in. Almost any commercial "Cornell" mix can be adapted
in a similar way by the addition of one part perlite to three parts of the packaged material.


The mixed miniature sinningia seed packets distributed at the meeting are comprised primarily of: Sinningias
‘Cupid's Doll’, ‘Patty Ann’, ‘Pink Flare’, ‘Pink Imp’ and ‘Pink Petite’. Some seeds for ‘Little Imp’, ‘Mod
Imp’, ‘Dollbaby’ and ‘Wine Dollbaby’ are also included in each packet.


The utility scissors noted as useful in gardening are manufactured in Finland and carry the brand name
Fiskars. They may be bought at Karelia (Toronto) or in household boutiques.


GC


Frost's Greenhouses (see Gesneriads one-by-one above) are now carrying a few miniature sinningias. They
also have some plants of S. canescens, in bud.
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March Mini-Show


Our March meeting was replaced by a Mini-Show, and a successful event it was indeed. A large number of
plants from many genera were on display, and many visitors walked through and inspected our efforts. In
addition to the display of plants there were educational exhibits, a library display, a sales table and
refreshments.


We would like particularly to thank Josie Stefaniak, who organized the educational exhibits and helped with
refreshments and the overall organization; Sandra Lex, who labelled and placed the plants as they arrived;
Sally Weir and Ella Wakeford, who took care of the library display and refreshments, respectively; and
especially Alice Nicholls who once again ran the sales table smoothly and efficiently. We collected nearly
$150 at the sales table and from donations for refreshments.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, April 9
at the Civic Garden Center
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting begins at 2:00 p.m. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments will
be served.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The April meeting will feature a presentation on the Episcias by Miree Lex and M. Cherniak. The Episcias
as most know, are cherished for their colourful, beautifully patterned foliage and brilliant orange-red flowers,
although there are types with plain foliage and white, yellow or blue-purple flowers. Expect this month's
session to be a valuable lesson in the culture of these beautiful plants. Do not forget to bring your nice plants
of all sorts (but especially episcias)for display and for sale at the plant table. For the latter, stolons and other
unrooted material will also be valuable.


Sinningia species (reprinted from the "Gloxette")


Species Sinningias don't just mean pusilla, concinna, canescens, regina, eumorpha and the like. There are
more than 100 known species (not all in cultivation) since the Rechsteinerias have been reclassified and
placed into the Sinningia genus. Brazil is their major native home but some can be found as far north as
Mexico.
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Sinningias are perennial, mostly hairy herbs, with the particular characteristic of having a woody tuber
underground to store food and keep the plant alive during the unfavorable dry seasons in the wild. There are
exceptions: S.schiffnerii is  fiberous rooted but will cross with other Sinningias, so remains in this genus; and
S. barbata forms a thickened stub rather than a true tuber. S. schiffnerii must be kept growing having no
dormancy; whereas S. barbata can be cut back to an inch above the soil line and will resprout.


The tuber is unusual in the gesneriad family; the only other underground storage organ in the Gesneriacaea
is the scaly rhizome; but again an exception is in the case of Lysionatus which has a smooth and glabrous
rhizome. Other characteristics of species Sinningias are nodding flowers, as the corollas are held in the calyx
on an angle to the pedicel; four fertile stamens with the anthers united in a circle; a two-lobed or mouth-
shaped stigma and a half-inferior ovary.


The Sinningias in our collections are predominately the low growing members forming the traditional rosette.
However, many species in this genus grow upright to two or three feet producing terminal racemes of flowers
on each crown. Some produce cymes clustered in the axils of the upper leaves.


Blossom colours range from white through shades of orange-red to purple; some with markings of stripes,
spots or splotches. The markings are a dominant characteristic in hybridizing even if they sometimes change
shape and shade in the transmission. True yellow is rare. The only two Sinningias I know in cultivation with
a true yellow are S. warszewiczii which is red with a yellow spot and the new-one just introduced and
described by Hans Wiehler as having a lemon yellow corolla, S. sulcata from Bolivia.


[Sinningias have been and continue to be a popular subject for hybridizing. Many people are working with
or would like to work with this group. and it is one of the easiest to hybridize for the beginner]. I mention
this because there has been too much inbreeding among a very few Sinningias: mostly the little ones, and it
is time we included some of the lesser known and grown species. More knowledge is needed by all of us
about their abilities to cross and their dominant characteristics. In my experience and observation, crossing
a tall Sinningia with a tiny Sinningia the small characteristic appears dominant. This dominance is not
complete as we arrive at a lovely intermediate stage. Further generations will develop some interesting plants
and useful information.


Ruth Katzenberger
Long Island Chapter


Odds and ends


Lyndon Lyon's 1978 catalog has appeared and offers some pleasant surprises. Mr. Lyon, one of north
America's foremost African Violet hybridizers has turned to the development of miniature roses and the new
catalog lists (with colour photos) 15 types, all guaranteed to flourish alongside of gesneriads under
fluorescent lights. African violet growers will not be disappointed for under new introductions come
‘Dyn-o-mite’, the  reddest (!) violet yet, and ‘Red Wow’, like 'Dyn-o-mite' only more double. ‘Red Now’ also
sports dark red foliage. Mr. Lyon will undoubtedly have great difficulty keeping these in stock.


Mr. Lyon's listing of other gesneriads is always interesting. Though his listing is brief, the individual items
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must have been especially chosen with the mail-order customer in mind.
This year's group does not list Episcias but does include one of Mr. Lyon's other specialties-- columneas. His
two most recent releases in this category are Columnea ’Inferno’ (‘Moon Glow’ x erythrophaea)and ‘Dragon
Fire’[ magnifica x gloriosa x arguta]. Reappearing in this list are two of Lyon's older columneas: ‘Early Bird’
("unexcelled in the home") and ‘Red King’. The description of ‘Red King’ (‘Betty Stoehr’ x B54A) claims
it is a “new, better blooming selection.”


Write to Lyndon Lyon, Dolgeville, NY, USA.
Gustav Ciamaga 


..................................................................................................................................................................


A follow-up on the miniature Sinningia session:   Some of the minis, e.g., ‘Red Cupid’, display their "red"
colouring under standard Gro-lux lamps, and nowhere else. Truly red miniature sinningias are not common
and it seems to me a little unfair to label a flower red because it appears redder under purplish light. Although
I did not mention it in my report, the best reds will be found in Lyon's Sinningia "Rex.” This plant is
somewhat larger than the standard miniature Sinningias but is still compact and has a crimson to cherry red
two inch long tubular flower.


On a recent trip to Clargreen I was fortunate in finding in their collection of miniature Sinningias a stray mini
labelled “crimson-red.” The colour was reasonably true to the label but more importantly it was very
floriferous. I am watching the progress of “crimson-red” with great interest and will report further on it in
a later newsletter.


Members might be interested in knowing that I have set seed on all of the "Clargreen collection"(April Starr,
Pink Ice, etc.), have planted these and await with curiosity the offspring of these minis.


In my article, I mentioned that I have been growing some of the sub-mini Sinningias on the open light garden
shelf on capillary matting. The results have exceeded my expectations. ‘Wood Nymph’, normally associated
with terrarium conditions is heavily in bud (more than a dozen buds) with six open at the time of writing. I
am systematically moving the different sub-minis from their protected environments to the open and so far
have not been disappointed. It may be that the small, short pots, sitting so close to the moist mat enjoy
reasonably humid conditions, thus accounting for the success of the experiment. I still hesitate to introduce
S. concinna to this new form of living, but will do so in the future.


G. C.


Last newsletter I mentioned that I hoped to have a plant of Sinningia verticillata in bloom for the
Mini-Show. Unfortunately it didn't bloom by that date, although I took it anyway. The buds have now
opened, and it is a spectacular and unusual flower indeed. The basic colour is a pale pink, but there are dark
maroon markings, thick lines, really, that form geometric patterns around the face of the corrolla and into
the throat. Most unusual. Conditions permitting, I will bring it to the April meeting.


Markings on the flowers of Sinningias are one of the characteristics of that genus that seem to me to have
the most potential for future development. While spots are well established in the modern hybrids (e.g.,
‘Cindy’ and the spotted forms of S. speciosa), the bolder markings which characterize verticillata, hirsuta
and others have yet to be fully explored. I see in the summer 1977 issue of the Gesneriad Hybridizers
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Association Newsletter that some hybridizers are working in this direction. Margaret Belanger, for instance,
has registered S. ‘Splashes’, which is described as having a purple corolla with purple and white in blobs, dots
and dashes scattered over the three lower lobes of the limb (face). Let's hope that this one and others like it
become available soon.


Ron Myhr


..................................................................................................................................................................


Newsletter


This newsletter is somewhat thinner than previous issues. The reason is that I have not had the time to devote
to it that it deserves. I would consequently appreciate it very much if anyone who can help with its production
would give me a call or see me at the April meeting. Articles, regular features, typing, mailing and so on are
all tasks that are needing to be done. If I give you a call asking for help, please don't be shy, get involved.


One of the things that I would like to see is a regular section devoted to descriptions of members growing
conditions and practices, from the most expert of us to the neophyte. Maybe you could write something up
and give it to me.


Ron Myhr


Convention


The AGGS is having a convention in New York City on the weekend beginning July. A number of Toronto
members in attendance would really let the larger Society know that Canadian interest in Gesneriads is
significant. Why not give it a thought, but hurry up. Deadline for reservations is the end of April. For more
information, see Ron Myhr or consult the recent issues of The Gloxinian.


The Convention involves a number of gatherings over dinner or lunch, various seminars on important topics
related to newly introduced plants, culture and so on, and a plant show. The show should be quite remarkable
this year, as some of the best growers of gesneriads on the continent live in the New York area. Expect
George Elbert and other well known experts to be in attendance. It will be worth the time and money.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, R. R. l, Claremont,
Ontario L0H 1E0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary, Andy
Cartmell, 2 Hillhurst Blvd, Toronto M4R 1K4
Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund, etc.)
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April meeting


Our April meeting centered on a discussion of the Episcias by Miree Lex. Miree outlined the general cultural
requirements of the genus, and described the characteristics of many hybrids and species. These descriptions
were well supplemented with a large display board containing leaves of each of the many popular cultivars.


In addition to Miree`s talk, plants were showed-and-told, refreshments served and plants and cuttings sold
and exchanged.


Meeting notice


..................................................................................................................................................................


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, May, 14
at the Civic Garden Center 
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting begins at 2:00 p.m. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments will
be served.
..................................................................................................................................................................


The May meeting will feature a presentation on the genus Kohleria by Ron Myhr. The Kohlerias, well known
for their spectacularly coloured and patterned flowers are becoming increasingly popular these days. Slides
from the AGGS slide fund will be shown, and plants of various hybrids displayed.


Our sales table this month will feature pots of various sizes very reasonably priced by virtue of a bulk
purchase arranged by Gustav Ciamaga. Other items of hardware may also be available. Please do bring your
plants and cuttings for the sales table, with special emphasis this time on any surplus Kohleria material you
may have. And don't forget the show-and-tell section of our meeting.


Kohleria


The black and white photo in Cruickshanks spring catalogues was fuzzy, but suggestive of things exotic. That
day three or four years ago when I first took note of the Kohlerias. I sent for a rhizome of “mixed hybrids,”
planted according to the instructions, and waited for results.


And I most certainly was not disappointed. My little piece of rhizome grew into a sturdy, healthy plant under
my lights and soon put on a spectacular display of bloom, with dozens of shocking pink flowers with darker
spots and lines on the face and orange-pink on the outside of the tube, dangling on long pedicels, three, four
or more per leaf axil.  It was truly one of the most satisfying displays of color I have ever seen under my
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lights, and one that has addicted me to the Kohlerias ever since. They are a genus whose time, I think, has
come.


The Kohlerias are a group of rhizomatous South American plants of a generally hairy nature with fairly large
usually decussate leaves (which means they are arranged in pairs alternately up the stem, as in many plants)
and showy flowers. The flowers are quite distinctive, as they are usually brightly coloured with a multitude
of spots, often arranged in stripes and other patterns, which provide a pleasing contrast. Colours  range from
pink through red and orange to yellow, with some bizarre species exhibiting shades of green, purple and
brown. The Kohlerias have been grown in Europe for some time, and a number of large growing, large-
flowered hybrids were popular in Victorian conservatories. Nowadays the breeding emphasis has changed,
and hybridizers have been producing smaller, more floriferous plants.


Among those which would be a desirable addition to any gesneriad growers collection is K. ‘Connecticut
Belle’, the "unnamed hybrid" from Cruickshank's that I started with and later identified when a named
rhizome from another source turned out to be the same. It is somewhat more compact than most other, and,
seems particularly well suited to the light garden. K. ‘Rongo’ is also a relatively low growing plant, with large
(2") magenta flowers. The Elbert's call this the most adaptable cultivar yet developed, but for some reason
I haven't yet tried it. "Princess" is similar to “Rongo,” with smaller flowers.


Other hybrids of interest to the hobbyist are K. ‘Carnival’, with large interesting flowers of a creamy yellow
with many fine red spots scattered on the lobes and arranged in lines in the throat. K. ‘Dragon's Blood’  with
smallish yellow flowers with many rich red spots on the lobes, mostly arranged in lines. The upper lobes are
blushed red all over, and the outside of the tube is also red, so that the overall effect of the flower is red, not
yellow. Kartuz, the hybridizer, even describes it as basically red with yellow spots, which is clearly not correct
upon closer examination. ‘Dragon's Blood’ also  has very attractive foliage, the leaves and stems being
densely covered with stiff, dark  red hairs, which adds to the attractive overall effects. K. ‘Longwood’ is a
large-flowered pink which has the desirable characteristic of being almost ever blooming, but which tends
to sprawl. The last three mentioned are rather tall growing, but can be kept in check by taking frequent tip
cuttings.


There are a number of species available commercially, but most hobby growers will probably prefer hybrids.
K. amabalis, and K. eriantha  have been frequently used in hybridizing, and are similar in general appearance
to most hybrids. The former has relatively lax stems and is sometimes grown in baskets, the latter is very
sturdy and upright. A hybrid very similar to K. eriantha  may be seen growing in beds and baskets on
occasion at Allen Gardens, and in beds reaches three to four feet in height. It is sometimes mislabelled  K.
ambilis hybrid. Both may be grown under lights with judicious pruning to keep manageable. An eccentric
plant is K. hirsuta, which has considerably fewer hirsute leaves than most. The leaves are chocolate brown.
The flowers yellow and orange and  noteworthy for their shape. While most Kohlerias have a fat  tube with
a broad "face" (properly called the "limb"), K. hirsuta has a large fat tube but only a very small limb. The total
effect is, however, pleasing. Prune to keep compact. K. digitaliflora is the genus contribution to psychedelia,
with green, purple, white and rose flowers. Worth trying only if you have a greenhouse.


Kohleria culture is not difficult, and requires only the provision of sufficient light. In the light garden, two
tubes will do, although four are better. Many Kohlerias will do best under relatively cool conditions, as they
originate in the alpine areas of Colombia. Most will tolerate normal household temperatures. K. ‘Connecticut
Belle’ seems to be especially tolerant of warmth. A standard gesneriad soil will do, but for larger plants make
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sure there is enough weight in the pot to prevent tipping. Kohlerias in rapid growth periods are heavy feeders;
do not shirk the fertilizing at these times. Be aware, however, that at times Kohlerias slow their growth, even
stop altogether.


Kohlerias, as other gesneriads with rhizomes or tubers, are adapted to endure periods of drought or other
inimical seasonal variations. Under certain conditions they will therefore go dormant. The foliage dies to the
ground and the rhizomes lie under the ground waiting for good weather to return, when they sprout anew.
The Elbert’s claim the best flowering occurs after a full dormancy. In my experience this is not the case. The
plants can be propagated successfully from tip cuttings and kept in year-round growth without difficulty. I
try to take tip cuttings which are growing vigorously, but avoid those which are heavily bloom and bud laden.
If necessary I cut back heavily blooming (but too tall and scraggly) top foliage, forcing new sprouts from the
base which I remove at four to six inches and use for cuttings. Remove the lower two to three sets of leaves
and dust with rooting hormone if possible. I sometimes just put cuttings in a light potting soil in the open on
the light bench and they root well. Better is to place in moist vermiculite in a humidity case. In this situation,
buds showing colour will often develop and open while the cutting is rooting! When I have taken cuttings
from an old plant I generally sort through the soil ball to find and remove the rhizomes. These are thickened
sections of root composed of many "scales" tightly or loosely placed along a central core. Each individual
scale is capable of growing into a large plant, but this is much slower than taking 1" to 2" sections of rhizome.
Unlike such other rhizomatous gesneriads as Achimenes and Smithiantha, which form fairly short and stubby
rhizomes, Kohlerias may have rhizomes a foot or more long. These are, however, considerably more
substantial than the very thin and stringy rhizomes of many of the botanical Gloxinias.


Each piece of Kohleria rhizome that you wish to plant should be pressed about an inch down into the soil in
a three to four inch pot, then covered, watered and left in a reasonably warm place. Water just enough to
keep it from drying completely out until growth is well under way, then water regularly but not to excess,
if your plant’s leaves are turning downwards, it is probably receiving too much light, generally, the more light,
the more bloom, but more bloom does not necessarily make a more attractive plant if the leaves are unsightly.


Kohlerias are very beautiful, quite unusual plants, well worth a try by any gesneriad enthusiast. Why not get
a piece of rhizome or a tip cutting and check them out for yourself?


Ron Myhr
Erratum
Those of you who have been keeping track of the Volume and issue numbers of these newsletters have
probably become aware of a certain inconsistency. The January issue, for instance, was labelled Volume 2
No. 3, and should have been Volume 2, No. 4. Last month’s newsletter (April) was labelled Volume 3, No.7,
and should properly have been Volume 2, No. 7.  I guess we were having fantasies of 1979.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, R. R. 1, Claremont,
Ontario L0H 1E0.
Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary, Andy Cartmell, 2 Hillhurst
Blvd., Toronto M4R 1K4.    Dues$10/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund, etc.)
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Compact cultivars of Sinningia speciosa


During the late 60's and early 70's different hybridizers attempted, with various degrees of success, to scale
down the size of “Gloxinias.” The goal was to produce a plant with the common trumpet-shaped flower,
either single or double form, where the foliage extended only a few inches beyond a 3" diameter pot. The
most popular of these "dwarf" gloxinias was a series carried by Fischer Nurseries, and their ‘Tom Thumb’
and ‘Cinderella’ are still sought today by hobbyists.


Another series which achieved some popularity came from the seed line developed by Ohlsens Enke
Denmark, for the American company Goo. W. Park. The familiar ‘Orchid’, ‘Peace’, ‘Delight’ and ‘Robe’,
which sometimes appear on our sales table, are from this line.


Growers who have tried these plants have discovered that the dwarf gloxinias are not without problems:


1.   Not only has the foliage been scaled down, but often the number of buds is proportionately less.
2.   The compact gloxinias seem to require higher humidity and light for a perfect plant.
3.   After a few years of growth, some plants no longer maintain compactness and tend to compete with
      standard gloxinias for space (this has been my experience with the Park seed line).


If the hobbyist would like to experiment with compact Gloxinias, I can recommend a few types which tend
to give satisfactory results. ‘Black Knight’, available as seed from the AGGS seed fund, and occasionally on
our sales table, might be the best of all compact gloxinias. It appears to be extremely tolerant of growing
conditions and is consequently easy to grow. It is an extremely dark blue-purple with slipper-type flowers.


Many growers swear by Lyndon Lyon's current ‘Dwarf Glox’ series. These are available in red or purple,
with white edges, single or double form and are probably the smallest gloxinias available. I find that some
clones perform better than others.


A recent introduction, whose origin I cannot ascertain, has given me much pleasure and is cause for
excitement. Last year, I ordered from Harborcrest Nurseries in Victoria, British Columbia, a compact double
with the curious name ‘Tare Blue’. Though slightly larger than my Lyon' s gloxinias, it is more floriferous
and appears to be a superior strain. This year, Harborcrest has changed the spelling to Tara and has expanded
the series with the addition of five additional colours. If these new additions are as good as the original ‘Tara
Blue’, then a significant breakthrough has occurred in the hybridization of compact Gloxinias. Harborcrest
Nursery is located at 4634 Saanich Road, Victoria, B.C. V8Z 3G8. Their colour catalogues costs 50 cents.


Gustav Ciamaga
My indoor garden


No one knows better than I the frustrations cast upon a beginner in the complex world of plants, plant
chemicals and plant diseases, not to mention all the unsolved mysteries that are synonymous with this
challenging and rewarding activity.


Buried midst a dense maze of high-rises, with only North and East windows available, it did not take long
to realize that if I was going to take up the hobby of growing plants, I would never succeed in this concrete
jungle, without other Hydro's assistance.
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My initiation to violets (my major stock) was through a visit to Veldhuis Nursery in Dundas, Ontario.
Knowing nothing about violets, I started taking out books on the subject from the library. Shortly afterwards
I happened to notice that the Lakeshore AVS was having a show. Since that time, my commitment to this
hobby has only increased with time. Twenty or so starter plants later, and Earnest Fisher's address in my
pocket, I purchased my first plant stand. One word of caution, never try to pick up a light stand in a V.W.
In moving  the front seat forward, a short was caused in the battery which was located under that seat. The
result was a small fire, and smoke for days.


Finding a place for the stand  was no easy matter. No place could be found, and furthermore how would I
every fill those three large trays (I now have three stands)? I then purchased $35.00 in Gro-Lights, only to
find out later from Mr. Fisher that a supply of Warms and Cools for $10.00 would have done just as well.
What an education I've had since. The next day, after visiting Fisher's, guess what -- my three not-so-large
trays were filled.


Wanting more information that people were able to supply patiently, I began to subscribe to various
magazines:  Plants Alive, House Plants and Porch Gardens, African Violet Society of Canada,  African Violet
Society of America, GSN, AGGS, Indoor Light Gardening Society and Begonia Society. I am, however,
partial to the Gesneriad magazines.


Purchasing the second stand - was extremely frustrating because I wanted to duplicate the first one, and that
particular model was no longer being manufactured. As I wanted to set them  up side by side in the
apartment, two differing styles would not have looked very attractive. Although I finally succeeded in
locating a duplicate, it was not without pure determination on my part, not to mention the 30 or more trips
to various stores, and twice as  many phone calls. After potting up all the "babies” two weeks later, all six
trays  were filled. Last year, I eventually talked the Superintendent into renting me a small room adjacent to
the basement laundry room...Now, where can I possibly fit the next stand.


With the last stand I purchased, I decided to experiment by having one of the fixtures equipped with four
tubes as opposed to the standard two. This has helped a great deal with certain plants, and has allowed me
to add an additional  variety of different plants such as orchids and cacti.  Incorporating something new and
different every once in a while seems to bring on new life and zest to the hobby.


I now have about 130 violets, and lots of leaves already in bloom just waiting to be potted up. My first pride
and joy however are my “Miniature Sinningias.” I discovered them at the Plant Room in Hornby, Ontario.
Every chance I get, I pick up another to add to my collection -- be that beg, buy, steal or trade.


My violets grow extremely  well under 12 hours of light per day. They are fertilized about once each week.
They are set on damp gravel, and misted very infrequently (it is unfortunate that my 9 to 5 job interferes so
much with my first love).


I find that Miniatures love gro-lux tubes, as well as lots of humidity. The seeds  which I received are already
up and transplanted. When the first plants bloom, I would be pleased to share them with others. Should you
not see me at the meetings, give me a call at 964-9305. I would be grateful for a trade, but if you have
nothing to trade, I would gladly give you some.


Miniatures, being what they are, can be grown almost anywhere. For example, I have 20 of them growing
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under a two foot Gro-Lux tube, on the wall in the bathroom. They are blooming very well, and one, ‘Purple
Beauty’, has six blooms on it.  I have found, however, that  when miniatures have run their course and seem
exhausted, they should be cut back. At this point I usually find that a new stem has already started.


I never spray unless absolutely necessary as the odour is unbearable, particularly in an apartment. I had one
bad attack of “Blossom Thrip,” originating from a plant picked up at a sales table. Rather than spraying
however, I disbudded all the plants and enclosed the entire stand with plants under plastic sheeting, along
with a couple of fresh Shell "No-Pest" strips and a small fan to keep the air circulating. This experiment
proved successful as well as odourless. The most valuable lesson learned from this experience however was
never to trust even the most reputable of growers. I always isolate newly acquired plants for at least six
weeks, and inspect them very carefully at the end of that time before introducing them to the rest of the
family. Precautions must be taken as damage has been known to frequently damage entire stocks.


I appreciate having the local chapter of AGGS in Toronto and enjoy the meetings. I find myself always
learning something  new. I also find it extremely rewarding being able to help others whenever possible.
Enjoy your plants, for they bring Spring every day of the year.


Don MacDonald


Odds and Ends


On a recent trip to Clargreen I discovered that their miniature Sinningia  line had been expanded with
‘Krishna Pink’. It appeared to be the familiar ‘Krishna’, a highly desirable pink miniature.


At many of our meetings we have noted the absence of standard florist gloxinias grown to perfection. It is
with some reluctance and sadness that I report that on a recent tour of the Allan Gardens Greenhouse, I
found their exhibit of Gloxinias positively  mediocre. Perhaps our own efforts aren't as bad as we think. That
our Toronto showcase for flowering plants would allow such an exhibit should disturb all members of the
society. Is it time to print badges with the inscription “Save the Gloxinia?”


G. C.


Reserve the weekend of September 30/October 1.That is when we are going to be having a special series of
Chapter events. Frances Batcheller, one of the most illustrious of gesneriad people will be joining us for a
lecture and a workshop. The public will be invited to the lecture, but plans now call for a workshop closed
to the public, open only to club members. We should sell quite a few memberships.


R. M.
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May meeting


The May meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society centered on a report by Ron Myhr on the genus Kohleria.
Slides were shown and a variety of Kohleria cultivars were examined. A number of people brought plants for
examination. The sales table was active and refreshments were served.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, June 11
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m.. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments
will be served.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The June meeting will consist of a business meeting and the election of officers for next year, a social time,
and a show of the Columnea ‘Bonfire’ plants which Miree Lex distributed early in the year. A prize will be
awarded to the best of these Columneas. Don't forget to bring yours, as well as other plants you wish to show
off.


President's message


Well, here we are. Our first full year is almost over, and it seems the Toronto Gesneriad Society is well on
its way to becoming a fixture of the local horticultural scene. During this year we have accomplished quite
a lot -- our membership now stands at about 35, our meetings and programs have evolved into a form that
is interesting and useful to us all, our newsletter compares well with those of other chapters, interest in
gesneriads in the community is clearly on the rise, and our mini-shows indicate that we have, collectively,


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, R.R. 1, Claremont,
Ontario, Canada L0H IE0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary,
Andy Cartmell, 2 Hillhurst. Blvd, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4R 1K4. Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter,
seed fund, etc.)
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considerable growing skill.


But that is where we are now; perhaps we should be looking to where we want to go. The objects of our
Society are to provide a congenial forum for the discussion and investigation of gesneriads and their culture.
To that end, I would suggest that we might in the coming year strive to meet certain minimum goals.


First of all, it is absolutely essential that more people become involved in the operation of the Society, as
conveners for the various necessary tasks, as presenters of programs, as displayers of plants (and not just
show quality plants!), as writers of newsletter articles, as executive officers, or whatever -- the more you are
involved, the more you, and all of us, will get out of our meetings. It is not fair, to the Society or especially
the Executive, to “let someone else do it.” The more each of us does, the less there will be on any individual's
shoulders.


Second, I think it very important that we have at least one judged show in the coming year -- I often read
comments in the Gesneriad literature that nothing really makes a society "work" like a bit of honest and
friendly competition. We have in our number growers capable of doing well in any circumstance and none
of us need hesitate to show the plants we enjoy, even if they're not the picture of perfection. I don't think we
need to adopt the standards of an organization and horticultural rigor characteristic of a large violet show
or a national convention. We are a relatively new organization and can be forgiven our lapses into
imperfection. Besides, all this is supposed to be fun!


Third, I'd like to see us make contact with other individuals and groups growing gesneriads in Canada. I
personally know of organizations in Regina and Victoria who are serious about the gesneriads, and
individuals as far away as Halifax have written asking for information or newsletters. Perhaps we can be the
beginning of the Canadian Gesneriad Society.


And fourth and last (but not least), I think we should all make a little extra effort to get the gesneriads better
known in the community. We grow a fine family of plants, a family that gives great rewards for relatively little
investment, but still relatively few people know of it. Ask for gesneriads at florists and greenhouses to let the
professionals know there is interest. Bring friends to meetings, and share your plants. Ask experts about the
family (as in newspaper and radio shows), and generally show your enthusiasm. We are capable of getting
a really good thing going.


The last year and a half have been a pleasurable adventure for me -- I've enjoyed making my contribution to
the Toronto  Gesneriad Society, and hope to continue making a real contribution. You have all been
wonderful people, and I know the new President and Executive will have as much pleasure from their duties
as have I. Thank you all for a fine year.


Ron Myhr
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Letter to the Editor


Dear Ron:


I am writing in response to a comment which appeared in the TGS Newsletter, Volume 2, No. 8, on the
“absence of standard florist gloxinias grown to perfection.”


First of all, the greenhouse operator in order to stay in business in Canada, must be very selective in the types
of crops he grows. Gloxinias unfortunately, happen to be a very expensive plant to grow (i.e., length of time
to grow, spacing, special treatments, etc.). Heating, gasoline, taxes, transportation, labour and other general
expenses are up 10% to 20% per year on the average greenhouse business, therefore making many plant
varieties unattractive to the grower. Not only the gloxinia, but many other plant types have disappeared from
the market and more will follow in the future. As the number of growers decline (particularly large high
volume growers) so does the quality of the product.


Many operators in Canada (ourselves included) have reduced the number of plants we actually grow from
start to finish and have become more of a "growing on" area for imports from Florida and South America,
and even in these areas the variety of plants grown is much reduced. For instance, one of our suppliers in
Florida, that grew over 700 varieties of plants two years ago now produces ten!


Times have changed (it's sad but true) and in order to have the "luxury" of greenhouses in Canada, a grower
must seek to please the largest market possible and reduce the growth of specialty items which appeal to a
minority of the population. Part of the blame has to be accepted by the large proportion of consumers who
demand the impossible! What impossibilities? A plant which is unusual; can withstand hostile environments;
which flowers continuously; which requires little or no care; one that does not "die"; and above all
inexpensive. These I must add are a confusion of contradictory terms.


Another problem with the growing of gloxinias is the difficulty in handling, delivery and packaging. The
leaves are very fragile and break easily in delivery. For instance, we can pack eight azaleas in a shipping
container which will hold only two gloxinias, therefore increasing the shipping cost 4X, yet the consumer is
willing to pay 40% more for a well-grown azalea than a well-grown gloxinia because he knows it will survive
in the home.


Maintenance of the gloxinia in the home by the average person is difficult to say the least. Homes and
apartments are too hot and dry and in most cases the buds blast or dry up before opening. This leads to
complaints and replacements, again adding to the costs.


I for one, will not stock, grow, nor will I sell gloxinias to any large extent due to this failure rate in the home.
I would much sooner deliver a plant which I know will arrive in an undamaged condition, and will perform
well, even under adverse conditions.


I know the members of the Gesneriad Society, and other similar societies, have the experience and
environments in which to grow many of the more difficult plants but unfortunately in order to survive in this
business today, one must satisfy the majority of the population to the detriment of the minority.


Ron, I just had to comment on this remark, because as you know, I personally am very interested in a great
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variety of plants. It saddens me to see these and other plants disappearing from the market, but to stay in
business today one must make cut and dry decisions. As you know I do weaken, and stock many plants which
I know will appeal to only a small proportion of our customers. A recent example is the purchase of six to
seven foot camellia trees.


Thanks for your newsletter, I enjoy reading it very much.


Yours sincerely,
G. W. Dykes
Frost Greenhouses
70 Hallam Street
Toronto, Ontario.


Response


The note by Gustav Ciamaga which appeared in Volume 2, No. 8 of this newsletter to which Greg Dykes
refers was concerned with the current scarcity of well-grown Florist Gloxinias. "Florist Gloxinias" is the
generally accepted term used to describe the peloric upright-flowered cultivars of Sinningia speciosa, to
differentiate these from the botanical Gloxinias which are all rhizomatous-rooted plants quite unlike the
“Florist Gloxinias.” There was no intention to impugn the motives or skill of our greenhouse men or their
retail distributors. Indeed, some very well-grown Florist Gloxinias may be seen on occasion at Greg's
establishment and others like it. The reference in the note was to the poor quality of the Florist Gloxinias
currently at Allan Gardens specifically and to the apparent lack of hobbyist interest in or success with these
plants generally.


Greg's comments, however, raise a number of interesting points to which we would like to respond. While
we sympathize with the modern greenhouse operator caught in the inflationary squeeze, and deplore the
stampeding homogeneity wrought by corporate horticulture, the other facets of agribusiness and the
corporate hegemony in general, we do not feel the lack of widespread trade interest in the Gesneriads (or
other "exotic" tropicals) can be attributed solely to growing and marketing problems. George Elbert, the
well-known expert and author who has written on this topic for horticultural trade journals, claims that
widespread misunderstanding of the gesneriads in particular has led to poor cultivar selection by growers and
subsequent-negative reaction by customers.


Several examples spring immediately to mind, not the least of which is the Florist Gloxinia itself. One can still
buy an eighteen to twenty-four inch plant in full bloom, but it is getting harder, for the reasons spelled out
by Greg. Those big plants and big, delicate blossoms do not stand up well to travel or to the average home
environment. There are, however, many dwarf varieties with smaller but considerably more substantial
flowers that are just as gaudy as their larger relatives and considerably easier to maintain in the home
environment.


Another example is that of the Columneas. One can frequently find unlabelled plants of ‘Chocolate Soldier’
in commercial greenhouses and florist shops, alongside similarly unlabelled pots of C. microphylla. It is
difficult to imagine two Columneas less suited to the home environment. Admittedly, they have attractive
foliage to their credit, but their habit and reluctance to flower in the house mitigate severely against success.
One might, on the other hand, have considerable success with C. erythrophaea, which has the advantages
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(for the-house) of attractive dark green foliage, spreading, semi-upright habit, very large orange flowers,
nearly everblooming characteristics and considerable resistance to neglect. Indeed, this plant is at least as
resistant to drought and dry air as an ordinary Philodendron, not to mention a Maranta or many ferns. We
might also mention favorably such hybrids as C. ‘Bonfire’ and C. ‘Early Bird,’ both heavy bloomers which
are quite tolerant, and the upright-growing C. ‘Campus Queen’ which is discussed elsewhere in this issue.


The "Nymph" type of Streptocarpus hybrids are another case in point, being beautiful rather hardy plants.
Many growers are recognizing this genus for its potential, at last, and it is possible to find plants of this type
at several local establishments, including Frost's.


We have to admit, though, that hybridizers of gesneriads must also bear some of the blame for these problems
-- too little attention is paid to the needs of commercial growers when most hybridizing is being done. But
that is perhaps changing, and the day may soon come when some of the more spectacularly flowering
gesneriads may be as easily obtained as Philodendron oxycardium. For sheer beauty, along with ease of
propagation and, in some cases, ease of culture, few plants beat the Gesneriads. If it can be done with African
violets, it can be done with the other Gesneriads.


Ron Myhr
Gustav Ciamaga


Two candidates for the windowsill


Most of us grow our plants under lights, the more fortunate in a greenhouse. Very few of us, however, have
much success on the windowsill, where cold winter glass, hot summer sun and variable weather make
growing difficult. I have found, though, that there are a few plants which adapt well to this relatively hostile
environment. I would like to discuss two of these.


Saintpaulia pendula ‘Kizarae’ is one of the many species African violets currently available. ‘Kizarae’
indicates this is a strain of the species exhibiting certain characteristics which separate it slightly from the
species itself. I grew my plant from a packet of seed obtained from the AGGS seed fund. It is a vigorous
branching/trailing plant which quickly forms a nearly spherical mound of relatively light green, small-leaved
foliage. The flowers are fairly large and pale for a species violet, and of the standard Saintpaulia shape (color
is violet, of course). I have been growing one plant on the sill of a West window which is partially shaded
by trees. Flowers were produced throughout the winter, but came in great profusion this spring. This is a
vigorous plant which grows quite rapidly. It was a specimen of S. pendula ‘Kizarae’ which won best species
violet at last years AGGS convention. It also does well under lights.


Columnea ‘Campus Queen’ is also worthy of consideration for the windowsill. It is an upright, branching
Columnea with woody stems and fairly small pink flowers. Because of its upright nature and woody stem
it may be pruned to keep within bounds, although it is not a fast grower. In the 1976-77 winter, I had it in
a decorative pot in a dark west window on top of a humidifier well back from the window. It bloomed all
winter. Last summer I pruned the top growth and the roots and repotted it in the same container. This time
it was in a north picture window, nowhere near a humidifier and bloomed all winter. I recommend this plant
for its everblooming qualities, its adaptability and vigor and its overall hardiness. Well worth a try.


I will bring cuttings of both of these plants to the June meeting. I have an unlimited supply of S. pendula
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‘Kizarae ( please! ! Take some!) , but very few of C. ‘Campus Queen.’


Ron Myhr


Montreal Botanical Gardens.


On a Sunday early in April, I had the opportunity of visiting the Montreal Botanical Gardens, one of the most
important scientific collections of plants in Canada. With the snow still on the ground there was not much
of an outdoor exhibit; indoors however, in the large Conservatory on the route to the greenhouse proper,
there was a spectacular exhibition of spring flowers. As a Torontonian, I was tempted to compare the overall
site to similar gardens and public greenhouses in our own area. Though a true comparison is impossible, the
Montreal Botanical Gardens might be described as a combination of the greenhouse at Allan Gardens and
grounds of Edwards Gardens. All of these sites are extremely popular with the public but on the occasion
of my visit to the Jardin Botanique, the crowds were so huge that the lineups reminded me of Expo 67. It is
probably best to plan a visit on a weekday.


Without a guide or booklet, it was difficult to accurately ascertain the specialties of the greenhouse. To my
eyes the Bromeliad collection was excellent and is probably the most comprehensive collection of its kind
in Canada. These bromeliads were being grown epiphytically in imitation of their natural habitat (on trunks
of trees, etc.) and coexisting with other epiphytes, namely orchids. Another important collection was the
cactus and succulent group featuring many rare species of these popular families.


The Gesneriad collection was quite extensive but I must confess that it was not well tended. In fact, the
smaller collection of our own Allan Gardens, particularly the hanging Columneas, would win more ribbons.
The baskets of Columneas at the Jardin Botanique were acceptable but I was disappointed that much of the
varied collection of Columnea species was being grown in ground-beds in poor soil and light. In Montreal's
favour, Columneas microphylla and gloriosa, so troublesome for the gardeners at the Allan Gardens, were
profusely in bloom. The "unusual" gesneriads of the Montreal Botanical Gardens which caught my fancy are
listed alphabetically:
Alloplectus calochlamys Nematanthus sellona
Columnea aregentea Paliavana "species"
C. brevipila Rhytidophyllum vermicosum
C. lepidocaula Saintpaulia nitida
C. urbani Sinningia schiffneri
Drymonia semicordata Solenphora tuxtlana
Episcia lurida Streptocarpus cooperi
Gesneria exserta S. grandis
G. libanensis S. polyanthus 
Nautilocalyx villosus


My visit was pleasurable and instructive and can be recommended wholeheartedly for your next visit to
Montreal. The Gardens are accessible by subway and are located across the road from the Olympic site.


Gustav Ciamaga
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Odds and ends


The 1978 catalogue of the firm Just Plants (P.O. Box 26193 Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 46226) is more than
a catalogue of gesneriads. Its compiler has arranged the gesneriads into three categories:


1. for the home
2. for the collector
3. Gesneriads to avoid


and the firm sells only plants falling into the first two of these categories. Many of us will be surprised or
reassured by the plants listed in category three (e.g., Alloplectus, Boea, etc.)."Many people will grow
anything as long as they think it is a gesneriad. If it belonged to another plant family (the Scrophulariaceae,
for example) they wouldn't give it the time of day." Such honesty in the highly competitive world of plant
selling is to be lauded.


Just Plants not only offers the standard, reliable gesneriads but also some of the new Selby Gardens material.
Even if you don't plan to order from them, the catalogue ($1.00) is worth obtaining for it is informative and
entertaining.


Gustav Ciamaga


Another catalogue of considerable interest is that produced by W. B. Richardson in Orleans, Massachusetts.
This is easily the most colorful gesneriad catalogue available, with 36 very high quality reproductions of color
photos of Gesneriads. The Richardson's specialty are the trailing epiphytes – Columneas (141 listed),
Nematanthus, Aeschynanthus, Codonanthe, Episcia, etc., but they carry other stuff too.
This is a really impressive and beautiful catalogue, and I know the Richardson's give good service as well.
This catalogue (and the others also) will be a valuable reference for the serious grower. Send $2.50
(refundable with a $20 order) to:


W. B. Richardson -- Gesneriad Growers
R. R. #2
Box 81- E
Orleans, MA
USA 02653


Ron Myhr


The African Violet Society of Canada held a show recently (May 26 and 27), with a good selection of the
"other" Gesneriads. Best gesneriad in show was won by a specimen of Streptocarpus ‘Maasen's White’
(labelled ‘White Nymph,’ an alternative name). I was also impressed by specimens of Columnea erythrophaea
and Tricantha (Columnea) minor. All in all, though, I think that had more of our members entered plants the
display would have been even more impressive.


RM


Many growers use the familiar "Fish and Sturdy" combination for fertilizing their plants. In the original
formulation, two parts of fish emulsion (typically 5-2-2 or 5-1-1 analysis) are mixed with one part "Sturdy"
(0-15-14) to form a concentrate with a NPK (nitrogen, phosphorous, potassium) of approximately 3-6-6. The
concentrate is then mixed with water at the rate of to 1 teaspoon per gallon when feeding plants.
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The proponents of this fertilizer claim its effectiveness comes from the primarily organic base which will
contain essential trace elements. Those opposed claim that the potential benefits are negated by the bad odor
of some brands of fish emulsion.


I have recently been experimenting with the "Fish and Sturdy" combination and can share some of my
observations.


1. There is nothing sacred about the 2 : 1 ratio so rigorously adhered to by so many growers. Actually
a 3 : 1 ratio will give a more balanced formulation (approximately 4-5-5), while mixing the
concentrate 1 : 1 will give a comparatively high phosphorus/ potash analysis (2.5-8.5-8).


2. Contrary to popular opinion, the "Fish and Sturdy" combination will work with soilless mixes. In
fact I have been using it in just such a way when watering capillary mats, If the grower using
soilless mixes is hesitant in using the organic fertilizer exclusively, he or she can occasionally
introduce one of the new hydroponic plant foods into their feeding regimen (the hydroponic
fertilizers always contain trace elements in their formulas, as do many other water soluble
products).


3. The bad odor associated with "Fish and Sturdy" might be a function of poor air circulation. Those
growers with a well ventilated growing area rarely complains about it. Other factors influencing
the odiferous properties of this combination are:
  a. not all fish emulsions are properly deodorized. I use C-Food, a liquid product made by


Plantabbs (it is heavily deodorized though somewhat thick in substance) and find it pleasant to
use.
b. avoid storing premixed "Fish and Sturdy" either in concentrate in an open container or in
dilute form at all, unless you enjoy the smell of rotting fish. Even though slightly inconvenient,
mixing up the proper solution in a plastic gallon bottle just before watering will minimize the
unpleasant odor. Dispose of the unused diluted fertilizer and rinse the gallon bottle with cold
water. The mixed concentrate can be stored without odor problems in a container with a small
opening, such as an old plastic dish detergent bottle, well rinsed, of course. Measuring of the
concentrate is convenient -- just squirt some into your measuring spoon. After a while you'll
know just how much of a squirt is necessary and can forgo the spoon.


GC


As you may already know, the Society is sponsoring a weekend with Frances Batcheller this fall. On
Saturday, September 30, Mrs. Batcheller will be presenting a lecture on the Gesneriads, which will be open
to the public. On Sunday, October 1, she will be giving a workshop for Society members only. If you haven't
already done so, reserve those dates now.


Last summer, a number of people expressed interest in meeting occasionally during the summer, at each
others house. These social meetings never got off the ground (because, dare I admit it, I goofed off). This
year, Frances Coombs has - agreed to coordinate these efforts. If you would like to meet with people and
see how other people grow their plants (and maybe get some help with yours), please contact Mrs. Coombs
at 661-4618, Apt. 2213, 470 Sentinel Road, Downsview L3J 1V6. Mrs. Coombs will be away until June 13,
so perhaps you night drop a card to her now, in order not to forget later.


RM
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June meeting


The annual meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society took place on Sunday, June 11. Membership Secretary
Andy Cartmell reported that we have some 37 members, and read the Treasurer's Report on behalf of
Danielle Curtis, who was unable to be present. Our excess of revenues over expenditures was some $900.
A detailed financial report will be printed in the Newsletter early in the fall.


The principle item of business was the election of new officers. Nominating Committee Chairperson Sandra
Lex placed in nomination those names proposed by the nominating Committee. No further nominations were
received and the positions were declared filled by acclamation. The members of the new Executive for
1978/79 are:


President -- Miree Lex
Vice-President -- Ted Suess
Treasurer -- Elise Dunford
Recording Secretary -- Andy Cartmell
Membership Secretary -- Dianne Sammons
Members-At-Large -- Ron Myhr


Josie Stefaniak
Gordon Wick


Summer meetings


It's not too late to arrange a summer gathering of Gesneriad folic. If you'd like to have some people over, or
otherwise get together with some people, call Frances Coombs, our summer meeting coordinator, at
661-4618.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, Claremont, Ontario,
Canada L0H 1E0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary: Dianne
Sammons, 201 Redan Drive Mississauga, Ontario L4Y 4J2. Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund,
etc.)
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Convention '78


The 22nd Annual Convention of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society was held at Hempstead, New
York June 29 to July 2, 1978. The program was very full and quite varied, and included a Judges Training
School conducted by Frances Batcheller (who will be with us in Toronto September 30/October 1); a number
of lectures on diverse topics; lunches, dinners and banquets with various themes; tours of Buell's Greenhouses
and homes of several local growers; an outstanding Clambake Dinner at Planting Field's Arboretum (would
you believe more shrimp, lobster, clams, mussel's, etc., than you could possibly eat?); and assorted other
activities, including, of course, a show.


The lectures included talks by Helen Beaufort-Murphy on "Alpine Gesneriads,” Tom Talpey on "Collecting
Gesneriads in their natural Habitat,” Bill Saylor on "Hybridizing" and Frances Batcheller on "Classification
and Nomenclature.”


Bill Saylor's lecture was perhaps the dramatic highlight of the Convention. There were rumors that he had
a "whole new kettle of fish" to talk about, and the rumours were most certainly true. Mr. Saylor is well
known for his successful hybrids in the epiphytic genera, especially Nematanthus, Aeschynanthus and
Columnea, and it was primarily due to his work that the genera Nematanthus and Hypocyrta  were recently
merged. He started his talk by reviewing some of the characteristics of the Nematanthus species, then began
discussing the Codonanthes. The Codonanthes usually have smallish white flowers on vining stems, and grow
principally on ant hills in the same region of South America that the Nematanthus hail from. They are
superficially very different from the pouched, usually orange or pink flowers of the Nematanthus, but when
Saylor began looking closely, he saw several similarities. He tried crossing them and  . . .  the cross took and
he has raised several of the seedlings to flowering size. The dramatic moment came when he showed the first
slide of the results -- a red pouched flower with a white face --quite unlike either parent. Mr. Saylor has
named the first of these seedlings XCodonatanthus ‘Fiesta.’ Look for details in forthcoming issues of "The
Gloxinian" and in "Crossroads," the newsletter of the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association.


The Flower Show was interesting and educational, but to my eye just a bit disappointing. Perhaps my
fantasies of table upon table of perfectly grown specimens were excessive, but it seems that the show's
proximity to the oldest and largest AGGS Chapters should have produced a greater selection of really
outstanding plants. There were, however, many great specimens, including some from genera and species I
had not previously been familiar with. Best-in-Show was won by Marie Underdahl for her outstanding
specimen of Aeschynanthus micranthus -- bushy, full and covered with bloom. The Sweepstakes was taken
once again by Jessie Crissafulli.


Two plants not previously known to me also received top awards. Best new Aeschynanthus was won by
Francis Batcheller for her lovely specimen of A. hildebrandii. This is a slow growing miniature which
apparently seldom grows larger than eight or ten inches. Beautiful. Also very, very interesting was the runner
up to Best-in-Show, Achimenes andrieuxii ‘Naomi’, exhibited by Marie Donnelly. This plant produces a
loose rosette of leaves, some four or five inches high, with slipper shaped bluish flowers held on long pedicels
well above the foliage. It is quite unlike other Achimenes. Some taxonomists favor moving it and a few other
species like it to a new genus Eucodonia, and you will find it listed under that name in some grower's
catalogues. This will turn out to be a highly desirable light-garden plant, I am sure.


Next year's Convention is to be held in mid-July in Boston. Why not make plans now to go. Take some plants
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to show, too. We can, I'm sure, grow with the best of them.


Ron Myhr


Windowsill gardening


Aeschynanthus ‘Fireworks’


For more than two years I've been successfully growing Aeschynanthus ‘Fireworks’ on a windowsill with
a western exposure. This Saylor hybrid, originally purchased from Kartuz, must be the most reliable and
easiest to maintain gesneriad in my collection. It is tolerant of heat and cold (it has never left the original
location on the windowsill, even in winter) and seems to thrive on neglect in its original 3" pot of "soilless"
mix.


A. ‘Fireworks’ is a compact grower designated as suitable for the light-garden shelf. It is basically an upright
grower and because it is mostly a terminal bloomer, it should be cut back frequently to stimulate branch
production. The 1 ½" cherry-red flowers appear during the summer in clusters of twelve or more at the ends
of the branches. The individual flowers are long lasting and feature an eccentric pistil. I can't imagine a more
dependable Aeschynanthus to recommend to growers who have been disappointed by this genus in the past.


Gustav Ciamaga


"New" Gesneriads at Clargreen


For the first time in the Toronto area, two previously "scarce" Streptocarpus ‘Nymphs’, S. ‘Cobalt Nymph’
and S. ‘Netta Nymph’, are now available in quantity. S. 'Netta Nymph’ is considered to be the most
floriferous of the Nymph series. Other Streps in this Clargreen shipment include a beautiful, white Weismoor
hybrid.


I was also surprised to find entire flats of other Gesneriads --most of the common Kohlerias (‘Connecticut
Belle’, ‘Rongo’, ‘Dragon's Blood’, etc.), a good selection of named Episcias (‘Tricolor’, lilacina, ‘Shaw
Gardens’, etc.) and an unlabeled flat of Columnea ‘Fanfare’. This Columnea, a hybrid of Bill Saylor's (see
above), is compact, slow growing and performs well in the light garden.


GC


Executive Committee


This is a reminder to the new Executive that the first of our regular Executive meetings will be taking place
on Sunday, August 6 at Elise Dunford’s place, 259 Filman Mountain Road, Ancaster. Get there by
proceeding, on the QEW to Highway 403 (Brantford direction). Proceed to the Ancaster cutoff (signed
Mowhawk East-Ancaster), turn right on Mowhawk Road, Then right once again at the first intersection onto
Filman Mountain Road. If you need a ride contact me at 1-649-2726 or Miree Lex at 251-6369. Program
Committee members should also attend. Elise's phone number is 648-6168, if you need better directions than
these.


RM
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Summer Social


Frances Coombs entertained a number of TGS members at her apartment on Sunday, August 13. Her plants,
both indoors under lights and on her balcony were the expected well-grown specimens, and provided the
source of much of the comment and conversation. It was particularly, interesting to note her "mat-watering"
set-up, on which her Streptocarpus hybrids flourish, and her lovely terrariums, which contained some
stunning Sinningia miniatures. Our thanks to Frances for having us, and our apologies to those who were
unable to be contacted about this event.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, Sept 10
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m.. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments
will be served.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The September meeting will center around 4 business meetings and the discussion and display of plants
brought by members (not to mention, of course, the reestablishment of friendships that flourished during the
last year). Everyone is encouraged to bring a plant or two for us all to see. Executive Committee members
are asked to attend a short meeting beginning at 1:00.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society; and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, Claremont, Ontario;
Canada L0H 1E0. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary, Dianne
Sammons, 2071 Redan Drive Mississauga, Ontario L4Y 4J2.
Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter, seed fund, etc.)
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Editorial


The time has come for all members of the Toronto Gesneriad Society to seriously consider our future as a
horticultural organization. For the past year we have been operating with little explicit consensus as to the
role the Society should play and the organization it should adopt to properly fulfill that role. We must each
seriously consider what we would like the Society to do for us, and what we can individually do for the
Society.


Whatever the Society's final form, it seems particularly important to me that our central purpose remains the
observation and study of the gesneriads, as is provided in our bylaws. Our reasons for joining the Society
undoubtedly vary, but I suspect that each of us has at the core a desire to learn more about our wonderful
botanical family, and to enjoy doing it. We must take care to avoid blurring that focus with too much
concern for organizational efficiency. While it is clearly important that meetings run smoothly,
responsibilities be spread around and members, new and old, be made to feel comfortable at our gatherings,
to focus inordinately on structure and organization may well be to lose sight of our purpose. We are
members of this Society to learn and to have fun. We would, I believe be gravely wrong to lose sight of these
basic goals.


So think on the Society and what it can do for you, and be prepared to contribute your bit to make it as you
would like it to be. Have a good year, and good growing.


Ron Myhr


Newsletter


If this newsletter is going to work at all, it is going to have to be a cooperative effort. We need people who
will write recurring sections (summaries of meetings, reports of programs, etc.), articles about plants (see
“Gesneriads one by one” in this issue), major articles about genera and culture, descriptions of personal
growing conditions and so on. As well, the mechanical tasks of typing, duplicating, collating, stapling,
stamping, etc.are getting to be a bit much for one person. If you're able, please volunteer your tip and your
words. If you are approached about particular assignments, please give careful consideration to our needs.


We hope this year to have a newsletter that covers a bit more ground. It will be nice to keep closer track of
the meetings that are held, and of the people who make up this society. We hope to have reports from
growers around the country (and have our first in this issue, from 13 year old David McLeod of Prince
Edward Island), but will continue to publish articles on culture and on the various genera.
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President's message


Welcome to all gesneriad enthusiasts and growers.  We are opening a new season with a brand-new
Executive and looking forward to exciting things. Your support is needed to make this society grow, thanks
to all who participated in the programmes last season, hope others will participate in this area for the coming
year.


Several club members have been active outside the local organization. Sandra and Miree Lex passed their
judge's exams at the AGGS Convention this summer, in the Student and Senior categories, respectively.
Both are looking for shows to judge. At that Convention, Ron Myhr was appointed an Editor of Crosswords,
the newsletter of the Gesneriad Hybridizer's Association. Ron has also authored an article on Gesneriads in
the September issue of Trellis, the publication of the Civic Garden Centre, and will also be writing on
Gesneriads periodically in Chatter, the publication of the African Violet Society of Canada.


Miree Lex will be giving a talk on Episcias at the Central New York Gesneriad Society in Syracuse, New
York on September 17, and Sandra and Miree Lex will be giving a combined talk on African Violets and
Gesneriads to the Milne Garden Society at the Civic Garden Center on September 21.Gustav Ciamaga will
also be giving a talk on Sinningias to the Oakville African Violet Society at a date to be announced.


Reminders: We always need plants for the plant sales table (see Andy Cartmell’s note later). All those
people who received Columneas to grow to be judged at the June meeting and who did not participate please
pay up $1.00 to go for the seed fund. Memberships are due at the September meeting, you must have your
membership card paid for 78-79 in a name tag supplied by the Society and returned to a name tag collector
at meetings on leaving. This is important as this will get you into the Francis Batcheller weekend.


Francis Batcheller Weekend:   For admission, you must have name tag on. The Workshop is on September
30 at 2:00 p.m. in the three studios of the Civic Garden Centre. This is for members only. The Lecture is on
October 1 at 2:00 p.m. in the Auditorium at the Civic Garden Centre. Admission for Nonmembers for the
lecture is $2.50. Bring your own note paper and pencils.  Everyone is also encouraged to bring all manner
of goodies (cookies, cakes, sandwiches and so on) for the Lecture on October 1. We have sent out invitations
to come to other AGGS members in and near Toronto, to people in North New York State, Montreal
Gesneriad Society of which a French society, and to one other English gesneriad group that is not affiliated
yet, so I would like our Society members to be the best Society salesmen there are. There will be a benefit
sheet to give to nonmembers telling them what we have to offer.


Miree Lex 


September Meeting Appeal


The September meeting will feature a show and tell of summer successes, as well as a business meeting.
Gesneriads are often at their best in summer, so please bring your favourites to the meeting and let us all
share in your good fortune. Many epiphytes such as the Columneas and the Aeschynanthus thrive outside
during summer months. Growing gesneriads outside is often neglected. If you've had success in an outdoor
environment, share it with us in September. Don't forget to be propagating plants for the big weekend in
October (September 30, Oct. 1). We'll need all the plant material we can get to sell at the lecture.


Andy Cartmell
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Streptocarpus


Among all of the Gesneriad family, the most exciting to grow are the Streptocarpus. The Streptocarpus are
originally from Africa where they grow freely along the river banks. When they were brought to our
continent the fad caught on and now there are many new types available.


Over the years improvements were made in them. New colours were introduced, new hybrids  were
developed and sturdier kinds were made. There are many new hybrids out on the market and a lot of them
are very easy to maintain and keep healthy.


At home, Streptocarpus are easily looked after with little care or time. Streptocarpus like bright light or sun,
and do well under fluorescent lights. The easiest way to propagate Streptocarpus is by dividing it. You can
also cut off the suckers that appear at the base of the plant.


Streptocarpus can provide you with hours of enjoyment every day of the year.


David McLeod
Prince Edward Island


Odds and Ends
The long drought with many hot days in our geographic area this summer has created difficulties for 'those
of us' systematically exploring the potential of gesneriads in outdoor locations. In my own situation, only
Aeschynanthus"Black Pagoda" has weathered this past summer's conditions. But there's still September and
October, months which typically give more ideal conditions for many of the Gesneriads.


In a previous newsletter, I reported the success of my subminiature Sinningias (pusilla, ‘White Sprite’,
etc.)on capillary matting but was not sure if this technique would be as successful with the reputedly difficult
S. concinna. Since that time I have tried S. concinna on a mat and find that it also responds well to this
treatment. In summary, the entire group of sub-minis will thrive under lights on capillary matting and the
technique provides a viable alternative to terrarium culture. (a future issue of the newsletter: will be devoted
to an update on capillary matting. Ed.)


In recent conversations with fellow members, I've heard repeated complaints about their difficulties with
specific Columneas. Often, these are the species Columneas(microphylla, gloriosa, hirta, etc.)or hybrid types
(Stavenger, Tricolor, etc.)which require a cool period to initiate budding. I must reiterate my view of a
previous newsletter.  There are too many everblooming and easy to maintain hybrid Columneas (even
species) to waste one's efforts on the cool growing types. A careful perusal of the gesneriad catalogs (Kartuz,
Lyon, Richardson, etc.)will reveal many alternate choices. Choose by colour, size of flower and foliage,
branch habit and for near-everblooming tendencies. There are so many look-a-likes that one can ignore the
fanciful names. A representative collection will include a red, an orange, a yellow and a rose or pink. The
more subtle combinations within this colour range are for individuals who wish to exhaust their available
growing space.


G. Ciamaga
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(Ed. note: Is there a single Gesneriad grower who has not regularly exhausted his or her growing space?)


Gesneriads one-by-one


Two Achimenes are giving me much pleasure this summer. They are both small growing plants with
relatively small flowers. Achimenes ‘Tiny Blue’, I obtained from Lyndon Lyon on a trip to his greenhouse
in Dolgeville, New York. it has peculiarly slender pointy leaves, and under my conditions is no more than
four to five inches high.
The flowers are mid blue, well formed and produced in profusion. This seems an ideal plant for the summer
light-garden. I should have some rhizomes available about November.


Achimenes ‘Camille Brozzoni’ is quite different in appearance, but shares the compact growth and free
flowering characteristics of A. ‘Tiny Blue’. It has slightly trailing stems about five to six inches long,
normally dentate oval leaves and pale purple flowers with spots in the throat. My rhizomes came from
Gustav Ciamaga, but they have been available from Cruickshanks in Toronto and Kartuz Greenhouse in
Massachusetts.


Both of these plants are kept in the relatively low light at the ends of my tubes and are potted in light soilless
mixes. A. ‘Camille Brozzoni’ is kept on a mat, the other is watered from the top. Both have survived
drought, something Achimenes do not normally do. There will be a full article on Achimenes culture in a
future newsletter.


Executive 1978/79


President Miree Lex 251-6369 
Vice-president Ted Suess 429-6981
Treasurer Elise Dunford 648-6168
Recording Secretary Andy Cartmell 487-4802
Mem. Secretary Dianne Sammons 270-7433
Members-at-large Ron Myhr 649-2726


Josie Stefaniak 769-1542
Gordon Wick 576-6395
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Frances Batcheller Weekend


During the weekend of September 30th/October 1st, 1978, the Toronto Gesneriad Society was honored to
have Frances Batcheller as its guest. On Saturday afternoon Mrs. Batcheller conducted a workshop where our
members’ specimen gesneriads were analyzed and discussed in the framework of the entire gesneriad family.


A brief slide show and a discussion of judging principles brought the stimulating afternoon to a close. Mrs.
Batcheller and her husband were the guests of honor at a social evening hosted by Ron Myhr.


On Sunday afternoon, Mrs. Batcheller presented a lecture with slide illustrations, on the lesser known
gesneriads. At this open meeting, the Society staged a Mini Show, made available many desirable plants and
cuttings at a sales table, and provided a table of homemade refreshments. The weekend was brought to a close
when Mrs. Miree Lex, the President of the Society, presented to Mrs. Batcheller, upon behalf of the Toronto
Gesneriad Society, a sculpture of a Canada Goose.


The Society was fortunate in having Mrs. Batcheller as a guest at this point in its history. One sensed that she
served as a silent catalyst for our organization, showing us what we had already accomplished and gently
suggesting our future directions. Her superb grasp of the subject material and the ability to convey it to all
classes of growers came as no surprise to our members. What impressed many of us, however, was her wit
and modesty and a trait common to the true expert -- the ability to declare unfamiliarity with a subject. The
weekend with this most remarkable human being will be long remembered.


Gustav Ciamaga
 Meeting notice


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, November 17
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m.. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments
will be served.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The November meeting will centre on a report on Streptocarpus by Ron Myhr. The latest developments in this
fascinating genus will be discussed, cultural basics will be reviewed and a number of varieties will be
displayed. Before the main program at 2:00, a pre-session on basic culture for the gesneriads will be
conducted by Roy and Elise Dunford and Ron Myhr. Starts at 1:00 p.m..
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President's message


Our day has come and gone - OUR FRANCES BATCHELLER WEEKEND. I cannot thank you all enough
for your tremendous efforts in making our weekend an unqualified success. The variety and quality of plants
we had on display were excellent. The many plants donated to our sales table made it a success and last of all
the food which was brought. An absolute delight. I would like to sincerely thank you for your support. I am
hoping that we will be able to generate new members from this past weekend.


This leads me into an award that will be given by our parent society to the chapter increasing its membership
the most proportionately from January 1, 1978, to January 1, 1979. Another silver award will be given to an
individual selling the most AGGS memberships during the same period. Perhaps this is a goal which we could
strive for in our society.


The Gloxinian is the publication of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society. It is published six times
a year with many articles for the beginner to the more advanced grower. The AGGS provides services such
as a seed fund from which you may purchase many hard to get plants, Round Robins for people who wish to
correspond with someone from another part of the world and also you receive registers with up to date
information on the newest hybrids. Our last magazine included the new Nematanthus register. Coloured
pictures are also included with detailed descriptions of the plants. All convention information is detailed in
the magazines and is a wonderful way to see the world and learning of our plants at the same time. Perhaps
you may wish to combine a vacation with next year's convention in Massachusetts on July the 19th, 20th and
21st. In order to be able to register for the convention, you must be a member of AGGS! Christmas time will
be upon us before we know it and now is the time to drop the hints that a membership to AGGS under the tree
is something you would really like to have, Memberships are due now. An annual membership is $7.00 in
American Funds, and should be forwarded to Mrs. Charlotte M. Rowe, American Gloxinia and Gesneriad
Society, Inc., P.O. Box 174, New Milford, Ct., USA 06775. Why not join today?


Miree Lex.
Treasurers’ report


Balance from June 1978 $864.66


Receipts:
Memberships (35) $350.00
Plant Sale Sept. 10 36.75
Plant Sale October 1 212.80
Refreshments Sept. 10 9.00
Refreshments Sept. 30 6.60
Refreshments Oct. 1 13.45
Raffle Oct. 1 7.25
Return on October refreshments .60
Admission to Batcheller lecture 38.50


Total receipts $ 674.95
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Treasurers’ report contd.


Debits:
Rent - Civic Garden Centre to June 1978 $108.00
Rent - September 10 14.00
Stationery (M. Lox) 24.04
Gifts to Mrs. Batcheller (S. Lex.) 22.00
Refreshments (E. Dunford) 12.49
Newsletter postage (R. Myhr) 22.88
Mrs. Batcheller expense’s 173.81
Refreshments October 1 (E. Wakeford) 3.60
Refreshments October 1 (M. Lex.) 2.16
Pots (G. Ciamaga) 17.50


Total debits $ 400.48


Balance on hand October 10, 1978 $1139.13


Elise Dunford


Do we or don't we -- Will we or won't we?


These questions have been tossed around for some time as to whether we will have a show and whether it is
a judged affair.


Many people shy away from being judged in any way and especially on something such as plants which they
have nurtured, coddled, babied and lovingly looked after. These are their prized possessions and in many cases
they feel they have done their very best in caring for them and very much dislike having an unknown come
along and tell them what is wrong with their plant. A few of the qualifications of a competent judge (and mind
you, there are some judges today who do not fill the bill) is they possess TACT, KINDNESS and FAIRNESS.
Those above all, should be uppermost in any judges’ mind when assessing someone else's material. Many
times, new judges are overly strict and literally take an axe to the plant, tearing it to shreds. Only experience
will temper them and for this reason, experienced judges are always put with new judges to prevent hurt
feelings to the exhibitor. I would have to say then in any remarks a judge makes, BEING KIND is uppermost.


There are two methods of judging plants. One being MERIT JUDGING and the other COMPETITIVE
JUDGING. Merit judging entails that plants are judged on their own merit to a scale of points sot by the
American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society. In a specific class of, say, 10 plants, you could conceivably have
four firsts, two seconds and four thirds. A plant must score 90 to 100 points for a first or a blue ribbon, 80 to
89 points for a second or a red ribbon, and 70 to 79 points for a third or a white ribbon. Merit judging, I feel,
encourages new exhibitors to try harder to make a blue ribbon plant and if they have been unsuccessful the
first time around. I believe all of us owe us a challenge of some kind. Many times, I've seen now exhibitors
thrilled to pieces when they have achieved a red ribbon, and it is this same exhibitor who comes back the
following year with many more plants and of higher caliber. Merit judging is excellent for a society which has
never had a show before. 
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Competitive Judging is when a class of perhaps 10 plants will only receive one blue ribbon, one red ribbon
and one white ribbon. All plants are points scored and you could have three plants each scoring 90 or more,
but because of the nature of the system, a blue ribbon might be 98 points, a red 95 points and a white 91
points. Competitive judging lends itself well to a group of people who are export growers and have plants of
the highest caliber and also perhaps many years of showing experience. I don't believe any beginner in the
showing world would want to have to compete with people who are bound to beat them continually. I can well
understand why AGGS convention shows are done on a competitive level as only the very best are usually
brought great distances for their shows.


Many people cannot understand the inconsistency in judging or evaluating a plant and unfortunately, since no
person is perfect, mistakes do happen and an incorrect decision is made concerning a plant. This is something
that we are trying to correct by forming Judges Councils and having all people participate in point scoring and
ironing out problems that have arisen from them. I think that we have to try and remember that a decision that
is handed down perhaps incorrectly could very well be changed at another time. Growing plants is FUN and
showing plants,  is supposed to be FUN. Why take ourselves so seriously? This is a hobby and I hope all of
us can keep that in mind.


I have found that Mini Shows at each meeting condition people to the art of showing so that when the big day
does come, everyone is feeling a little more comfortable with showing of their plants. Why don't we give it
a try? D0 WE OR DON'T WE -- WILL WE OR WON'T WE.


Sandra Lex 


Confessions of a White Fly sufferer


I have to admit it. I've suffered from what is probably the worst white fly infestation Toronto has ever
known. Friends, when they heard, would stand a half-step further away than usual, and would adopt a painful
expression when I’ve tried to give them a plant. They didn't say anything, for of course, being  polite folk. But
I knew the disgust, fear even, that filled them at the thought of the white clouds that might one day engulf their
plants. Much as I felt, I suspect, when someone tried to give me an African Violet which was all but dead from
cyclamen mites. Of course I took it, but keep it? Never!


Things got so bad that I had to hold my breath when watering my plants, to keep from choking on the
hordes of the beasties disturbed by my aquatic ministrations. Undersides of leaves fairly crawled with little
larvae, and new growth came up twisted. They seemed particularly to savor the flower buds of miniature
Sinningias. Poor "Cindy-Ella.” Such a life to lead, such a death to die.


Oh, I tried various cures. Malathion had little effect. Soap in water get the plants clean, but seemed not
to bother the bugs. Chemicals such as Ortho-Systox and Cygon did in some of the brutes, but I was too much
the slacker to have much effect. I'd spray once, then leave it. The White Menace would be back in full force
within two or three weeks.


Well, I think I've taken the cure. A new poison called Orthene seems to do the trick. Of course, it helps
a whole lot to spray every week for a month, as I've done for the first time. Of course, I've taken care to get
every plant. Even so, I somehow missed S. "Purple Dollbaby" twice in a row. Off with its head! Can't have?
It reinfecting everything else. New growth from the tuber should be ok. Have to be ruthless.  I’m afraid.


So don't let yourself be embarrassed in polite company. Be rigorous, be ruthless and be careful about
new plants. Or suffer like I did from the horror known as "White Fly.”


Ron Myhr
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Odds and ends


How to impress people with your "green thumb.” Somewhere in the writings of Thalassa Cruse (hostess of
the forgery popular TV show "Making Things Grow") is a statement I've never forgotten: One of the secrets
of good gardening is simply discovering what you can grow well and growing lots of it. As I remember, Ms.
Cruse meant this rule to be interpreted strictly. For example, if you have particular luck with Streptocarpus
"Constant Nymph,” and wish to impress colleagues with your skills, grow nothing else but S. "Constant
Nymph.” Certainly a growing area filledwith well grown "Constant Nymphs" would have to be considered
spectacular.


But as active members of a gesneriad society we rightly grow many different plants which are constantly in
a state of variable showiness. Nevertheless, a less stringent application of the Cruse theory would seem to me
to have merit. In the midst of your comprehensive gesneriad collection, an entire trefoil of Sinningia
"Dollbaby" would certainly please the eye; similarly, one could fill a picture window with a showy Columnea
"Early Bird.”


Another lesson to be learned from the above is one already stated in previous columns -- if a plant is
troublesome for you, abandon it (and let other members grow it). Our gesneriad family is inexhaustible and
within it are plants to please all growers.


In search of Aeschynanthus hildebrandii  in the next year or so, one of the most sought after gesneriads has
been A. hildebrandii. This Aeschynanthus has a desirable growth habit (upright), is very compact and produces
a succession of charming flowers. The first of the commercial growers to list the plant was Richardson of Cape
Cod, but the demand for the plant has created a waiting list and a premium price.


For some curious reason, the plant has shown up in considerable quantity in our region. One source is Ben
Voidhuis of Dundas, Ontario, the cactus and violet specialist. Another source, if my identification is correct,
is Clargreen Gardens in Mississauga, where it is labelled as a Columnea. Clargreen's stock consists of recently
rooted cuttings.  Some in buds and priced at an attractive $I.39. Mary Chernechuck of Mary's African Violets
has also had some in stock.


Sinningia Q45. Not found in his annual list but available at his greenhouse is Lyndon Lyon's Sinningia 'Q45'.
According to Mr. Lyon, ‘Q45' is an "Improved Dollbaby,” i.e. a more reliable, compact ‘Dollbaby’ with the
normal lavender flower. My specimen is prone to multiple crowns which can be removed and potted up for
extra plants.


Several of my own seedlings from the cross S. ‘April Starr’ X Self  has now flowered and feature large S.
‘Dollbaby’ flowers on a comparatively compact plant. The large flowers, small foliage is a feature of S. ‘April
Starr’.


Gary Hunter vs. The Canadian Postal Service. Earlier this year I placed an order for some Streptocarpus
from Hunter's Greenhouses (RD I-Box 2A, Drumore, PA, USA 17518). Mr. Hunter, whose specialty is streps,
not only sells the standard Nymphs but also various hybrids of his own. As luck would have it, my shipment
was greeted by the first postal strike and took 17 days for delivery. There is nothing quite like a strep that has
been in a closed carton, without light and water, for more than two weeks. I notified Mr. hunter of the disaster
and as he guarantees his plants, he offered a set of replacements. This time, the Post Office was not on strike
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and instead of a 17 day delivery time, they managed 18 days! The sad part of the story is that the inspected
parcel took more than a week to get from the Toronto Quarantine Station to the local postal depot. The carton
was marked perishable, carried the special mailing label which alerts the post office, and was sent from the
USA as priority mail.


It wasn't so long ago that Canada claimed one of the better postal systems in the world.


But streps are truly remarkable plants, and with intensive care, some plants from both shipments should
resemble streps by the end of the year. From the wilted remains, one can deduce that Mr. Hunter packs well
rooted plants, often in bud. They come in a 3" pot in a mix of peat moss and Styrofoam pellets (a
comparatively new substitute for perlite).


Gary Hunter's own hybrid streps include ‘Essue’ (considered being his best hybrid), ‘Purple Velvet,’ ‘Pink
Blush,’ ‘Peppermint,’ and ‘Wintermint’. All are nymph-like but characterized by "new flower color.” Mr.
Hunter also offers S.’Moonbean,’ a Nymph typo with such velvety purple brightness that it will “knock your
socks off.” Several of these will be on display at the forthcoming meeting.


Tomato soil for gesneriads


Every spring, the local nurseries offer a light  weight soil substitute suitable for growing tomatoes in
containers. A close examination of this material reveals that is simply a peat-lite mixture (peat moss and fine
vermiculite). As it is packaged in large bags and is reasonably priced, it seems like an excellent substitute for
the smaller bags of soilless mix being sold specifically for house plants.


The "tomato soil" is indeed a good buy and suitable for gesneriads or other plants we might grow in soilless
mixes. But beware, the material is heavily laced with fertilizer which is meant to sustain a tomato plant over
the entire outdoor gardening season.


Several of our Society's growers use this type of soilless mix and I suspect that if they "constant feed" they
might be over-fertilizing. I find that the tomato-sell promotes a fabulous root system for tomatoes but needs
the addition of perlite for most gesneriads. In general l would not recommend it for plants on capillary matting.


Gustav Ciamaga
Chrysothemis pulchella "Copper Leaf"


C. pulchella (Copper Leaf) is an interesting plant, well worth growing for its coppery colored, shiny and
smooth leaves, and its bright yellow flowers with red markings which emerge from a decorative orange calyx.
Chrysothemis is the only tuberous genera other than Sinningia in the gesneriads, and can be treated in a
manner similar to S. speciosa. I plant the tubers in standard size pots rather than the Azalea or 3/4 pots I use
for most of the gesneriads. The reason for this is that Chrysothemis grows somewhat taller than most other
gesneriads, and the deeper pot seems to balance it nicely. I place the pot on a mat when the tubers sprout, and
keep the soil lightly moist in that way. My plant has wilted severely on more than one occasion, and does not
seem to be any the worse for wear as a result.


I personally think that light is the key to growing specimens of C. pulchella(Copper Leaf). My plant gets a
great deal of light, and I would place it as close to the lights as you can without burning it. This seems to
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stimulate bud production, producing great crests of the orange calyces interspersed with the brilliant yellow
of the flowers. The effect is not unlike an orange cockscomb Celosia. C. pulchella also has a green leaf form
which I have not grown. It is reported to not be as desirable a horticultural variety as the copper leaf form.
Cuttings of C. pulchella can be rooted at any time of the year, and offshoots from the tuber are likely to be
particularly successful in starting new plants.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, and
publishes this newsletter. Address editorial and subscription inquiries to Ron Myhr, Claremont, Ontario,
Canada LOH 1EO. Address membership inquiries and applications to the Membership Secretary, Dianne
Sammons, 2071 Roden Drive, Mississauga, Ontario L4Y 4J2. Dues: $10/yr (includes newsletter, meetings,
etc.). Subscription: $5/yr for newsletter only.
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November meeting


Prior to the formal start of the November meeting, a "pre-meeting" was held which dealt with the basics of
culture, including the topics of materials and propagation. That portion of basic culture which was not able
to be concluded in November will be covered prior to the December meeting. The program consisted of a
business meeting at which the issue of having or not having judged shows was discussed and a presentation
on the genus Streptocarpus by Ron Myhr. A good time was had by all.


December meeting


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


The December Meeting of the
Toronto Gesneriad Society


will be held on
Sunday, December 10


at the
Civic Garden Centre


777 Lawrence Avenue East


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


This is the Christmas social: Prior to the meeting (at 1:15) there will be a session of general culture of the
gesneriads conducted by Elise Dunford. The meeting itself will consist of the usual period of show and tell
(be sure to bring your plants), a raffle-style plant exchange (so bring a plant to share!), socializing and
general carrying-on. Ella Wakeford may be contacting you to bring some goodies appropriate to the
occasion. If you'd like to bring something, give her a call. We look forward to having a great time.


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a non-profit organization dedicated to the
examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership information may be obtained
from Dianne Sammons, 2071 Redan Drive, Mississauga, Ontario, L4Y 1N9. Editorial or related
information should be addressed to Ron Myhr, Claremont, Ontario L0H 1E0.
Dues: $10/year, including newsletter, meetings, plant exchanges, etc.  Subscriptions: 5.00/year.
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President's message


I would like to welcome the following new members to the Society:


Mr. David Keith, 1401 Everton Street, Pickering, Ontario L1V 2T1 Phone 839-7182
Mr. Franz Grimm, 71 Lindsay Avenue, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 4N7 Ph. 895-5471
Mrs. Sheila Jupp, 12 Castlegrove Boulevard, TH 18, Toronto, Ontario M3A 1K8 Phone 445-6828
Mrs. Audrey Meiklejohn, 135 Bombay Avenue, Downsview, Ontario M3H 1C5Phone 633-9195
Mrs. Ella Wakeford, 41 Onaway Roan, Mississauga, Ontario L5G 1A3 Ph. 274-2854 (Ella was previously
a member, but had been left off of the membership list.)


Please add these names to your membership list and make these people welcome.


Several items were left at the Centre after the Frances Batcheller weekend. These were one-large, flowered
cookie or cake tie, a nice Sinningia eumorpha in a clay pot, and two cuttings of double flowered Impatiens.
The plants are with Ron Myhr, see me about the cookie tin.


I would like to wish everyone in the 
Toronto Gesneriad Society


 a WARM and HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR


See you at the next meeting!
Miree Lex


Will shows wreck the Society?


This is in response to the letter in the last Newsletter regarding Merit Judging vs. Competitive Judging. It
is my contention that either type of competition will destroy the Gesneriad Society in six easy steps. This
is based on observing the evils of such competitions in Horticultural Societies over the past twenty years.
Every example and conflict given has actually happened.


Step 1.Proclaim that there will be a judged show of either kind and put forth much propaganda to get all to
show. With such effort perhaps 50% may do so as this is an excellent organization with most of the members
actively growing many plants. Some will show with eager anticipation; others will bring their favourite
plants reluctantly.


Step 2.The plants are judged. Not all will agree with the decisions made by the judges an a few quiet
questions will reveal that several exhibitors and observers feel that the Judge must be a nin-com-poop.
Perhaps our judges would not peek under the show tags to find out who owns the plants, or not automatically
award a first to plants known to belong to an expert grower, or not mark a plant down because the plant does
not make an artistic curve at the end of its bravoes, but judges have done all of these things. Some judges
regularly take so long at their judging that eager spectators (and potential members) are kept waiting a long
while. The show opens with an apology! I have seen only one judge make an excellent job of judging house
plants in my life.
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Step3.The results are predictable:
a. Those who walk away with most of the prizes or ribbons are:
(i) Members who make growing Gesneriads and other plants a business  . . .  they have a wider selection to
choose from and are professionals. The other members soon refer to them as "the growers.”
(ii) Those who spend a lot of money to buy plants to have a big collection. These become known as "the
buyers.”
(iii) Those who show in all categories regardless of the condition of their plants and thus earn  many
seconds, thirds and even firsts. More discerning members would not show plants in that condition. They
become known as those who have "junky flowers"and give the show a bad name.
b. The rank and file feel that they have a long, long way to go and make a mental note to drop out. The Show
Committee reports a smashing success!


Step 4.The second year the participants are down to a mere 20% of the membership. The results are the same
as the first show. The Show Committee again reports a smashing success, but those who complain more
easily than they grow plants are semi-openly saying that they and ordinary members can never hope to
compete with "the growers"and "the buyers"and would not want to have the reputation of showing "junky
plants.”


Step 5.The Executive sees the danger signs and meet in an emergency to stop the decline in the Shows.


The growers are easily eliminated. They must only compete against other "growers" or be completely shut
out by being called professionals which they are.


The buyers are curbed by increasing the number of months which they must own plants before showing.


Junky plants are reduced by strict orders to withhold awards when plants are not up to a high standard,


New members who have never shown before are called Novices and have their own classes to encourage
participation against more experienced exhibitors.


The Executive will have to create another new class for aspiring judges who must grow and show plants to
cite a certain number of points to qualify as a judge.


There are now five categories in the show counting those who would not show for anything! They come to
look at the shows, nibble cookies and leave the showing of plants to the "show clique" which grows smaller
but - always has a smashing success.


Step 6. Finally, the general membership is asking why one-third or one-quarter of the budget is being spent
on a show participated in by ten percent of the members at the most. It is time to fold up the shows and hope
to save the Society.


What is needed is not division, competition and hard feelings but cooperation and an opportunity to observe
and learn about gesneriads.


Our "grow, show and tell" and unjudged shows have been excellent for this.
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The Toronto Gesneriad Society has been a most happy experience in sharing, learning, relaxing, enjoying
and admiring. It has been a haven on Sunday afternoon, from the push and pull of the world around us. Long
may it remain. Why wreck it? Can't we be as mature as the Japanese who show their Bonsai and Japanese
arrangements for enjoyment only?


Roy Dunford
Streptocarpus


The Streptocarpus are among the most interesting of all the gesneriads. They range in habit from those
species with a single annual leaf, through the more familiar rosulate types to the caulescent forms whose
stemmed branching habit makes them quite unlike, in superficial appearance, the other branches of this
family. Botanically speaking, the genus Streptocarpus is intriguing; the patterns of growth we see in this
family are most unusual, bizarre on occasion, and perhaps without parallel in the plant world. Such botanical
details are beyond the scope of this article, but make fascinating reading for the interested enthusiast. I
recommend the discussions in The Miracle houseplants(Elbert and Elbert) or a recent series of articles by
Frances Batcheller in the AGGS publication The Gloxinian. (This particular series was worth the AGGS
membership fee in itself -- if you are not a member of our parent society, you should be.)


The unifoliate Streptocarpus are weird. There is simply no other more appropriate descriptive term. When
the seed, which in Streptocarpus, as in other gesneriads is very tiny, germinates, two cotyledons are
produced. These are the "seed leaves" which grow from the two halves of the seed itself, and which are most
obvious in such large seeded plants as beans. Almost without exception in the plant world these cotyledons
both grow and develop, sustaining the plant until "true leaves" are produced, whereupon the seed leaves
eventually die and drop off. Not so with the unifoliate Streptocarpus. One of the cotyledons dies or fails to
develop --- the other grows and remains the only leaf the plant ever produces. In some species this single
leaf can grow to four feet in length and three feet in width. Flowers are produced on stalks arising from the
base of the midrib; on large growing plants, these may number in the hundreds. These unifoliate plants are
monocarpic -- that is, they flower and fruit only once, then die. This does not mean that all are annuals.
Some species may live through several seasons before flowering, fruiting and then dying.


The unifoliate species have an interesting means of adapting to periods of drought or other hardship. They
simply "jettison" part (sometimes a very large part) of their leaf surface.  An abscission zone is allowed to
die, leaving the plant with considerably less surface area through which to transpire precious water. When
conditions are favorable, the plant begins growth once again. I have a unifoliate species, S. Eylesii, which
recently decided something I was doing was not to its liking and proceeded to create an abscission line about
one-third of the way up the leaf -- everything above this point is turning reddish brown and dying. The leaf
breaks apart quite readily at the abscission line, which, interestingly, does not extend straight across the leaf,
but rather is curved in a manner which leaves the living part of the leaf shaped just like the whole leaf was.
S. Eylesii is one of two reportedly the leaf -- everything above this point is turning reddish brown and dying.
The leaf breaks apart quite readily at the abscission line, which, interestingly, does not extend straight across
the leaf, but rather is curved in a manner which leaves the living part of the leaf shaped just like the whole
leaf was. S. Eylesii is one of two reportedly scented Streptocarpus.


While the unifoliate Streptocarpus present some cultural difficulties,  . . .  they are so interesting that they
are well worth growing, and they make an excellent conversation piece. S. rimicola is a good miniature
unifoliate, with many white flowers ½ cm long. It may be easily grown from seed, and the single leaf seldom
grows longer than 5 cm.
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S. wendlandii is a single leaf up to 40 cm long and 30 cm  wide, and has white and violet flowers up to 5
cm in length. S. dunnii is the source of the red color found in modern hybrid cultivars. It usually has a single
leaf, although sole variants are multi-leaved. The single leaf grows up to one meter in length, 19 cm  wide.
Flowers are brick red to crimson, and are produced in great profusion.


The rosulate species are closely related to, and can interbreed with the unifoliates. They, too, start with a
single enlarged cotyledon, but soon produce additional leaves from the base of the original. It is botanically
possible to think of each of the leaves so produced as a separate plant. The total effect is of a loose rosette.
Flowers are produced from the base of  the central rib of each leaf, several to each peduncle (flower stems).
S. johannis is a fine species with many small white to pale lavender flowers on a rosette up to about 40 cm
in diameter. It is an ancestor of many of our modern  Nymph-type hybrids. S. rexii is a parent of many of
the larger flowered hybrid lines. The species itself grows up to 50 cm in diameter and has up to three white,
bluish or mauve 5 cm long flowers per peduncle. I have recently acquired an interesting species, S. fanniniae,
which has white flowers, spotted and lined with dark violet. It is reminiscent of Sinningia"Cindy.” Although
this species is described in the Streptocarpus register as having a honey scent, neither I nor Lyndon Lyon,
from whom I received my plant, have detected any scent in this clone.


The most common and popular of the Streptocarpus are the rosulate hybrids:
The first of these involving several species, but principally S. rexii, were available commercially in the late
19th Century. These early cultivars were the ancestors of the modern large flowered and generally large
growing hybrid lines. S. rexii hybrids come in a range of colors; often with contrasting markings in the
throat. These can produce very large flowers up to four inches or more across. A well-grown plant can be
outstandingly beautiful. S. "Weismoor hybrids"are a seedline developed in Germany over a period of some
20 years. They are also based principally on. S. rexii. These flowers are often somewhat larger than standard,
Rexii type hybrids, and are produced in a somewhat broader color range. Plants are large, and the habit,
especially in older plants, somewhat untidy. Selected, clones of these types of plants are available from
specialist dealers, and seed can be obtained from a number of sources.


My favourite, is a plant obtained from Lyndon Lyon called simply S. "Frilled Purple.” It is one of two (the
other is S. "Frilled Pink") which he has selected over the course of several years. The flower is a lovely dark
velvety purple with a white throat and frilled edges. There are no markings.


The main thrust of recent hybridizing, however, has been to produce more floriferous plants of somewhat
neater habit. Principally involved in these efforts is S. johannis. It along with a standard large-flowering
plant, S. "Marton Blue,” was the parent of S. "Constant Nymph.” This outstanding hybrid was produced at
the John Innes Institute in England during 1946. It has probably been the most successful Streptocarpus
hybrid throughout the world. S. "Constant Nymph" has excellent vigor, is very floriferous and produces an
attractive flower of a clear medium blue lightly netted and veined in a darker color with a yellow throat. I
have produced a plant in my basement under lights which had upwards of 70 flowers at one time. A number
of variants of S. "Constant Nymph" have been produced through produced and natural mutation. Most of
these are a different shade of blue with more or less netting and veining. A spontaneous white form, S.
"Maasen`s White " (sometimes called  S. "White Nymph") has pure white flowers with a yellow throat. Most
Nymph-series plants grow rather large for the indoor grower.


More recently, a great deal of effort has gone into producing Nymph-type plants in a range of colours other
than blue and white. The Innes Institute has again taken the lead, and produced a series of clones known
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popularly as the "Innes Streps.” I am growing several of these, and can attest to their vigor and the wide
range of good colour available, although I have yet to bring them to maturity and full flower production. S.
"Margaret" I have been growing in my office window. It currently has nine smallish, blue cupped flowers
on a small plant, in a relatively deprived environment. The flowers are held well above the foliage on strong
peduncles, and last for a very long time. S. "Olga" has bright pink flowers with a brighter magenta splash
on the lower lobes. S. "Paula" is reddish purple, and has been reported with 127 flowers at one time. Most
of these plants are comparable in size to S. "Constant Nymph,” but are more floriferous.


An American hybridizer, Gary Hunter of Drumore, Pennsylvania, has also made great progress in developing
new Streptocarpus hybrids. Several of his hybrids appear to be better suited to home growing and
commercial production than most of the European hybrids.


S. "Essue" is particularly noteworthy. It has well-shaped purply-blue flowers of a particularly intense shade,
and beautiful dark purple and yellow stripes running into the throat. The flowers are long lasting and, most
important, the plant is vigorous and relatively compact. A well-grown specimen is striking, and this plant
is easier to grow well than many others. Mr. Hunter has also produced a number of other notable hybrids,
including S. "Purple Velvet', aptly named, S. "Wintermint,” white with red markings, sometimes has a pink
blush; S. "Moonbeam,” light and dark purple with yellow stripes; and S. "Peppermint,” pink with red
markings.


Also active as a hybridizer has been Lyndon Lyon, who has been trying to produce dwarf plants with full
size flowers. His principal success to date has been with S. "Love Is" which was introduced at the 1978
AGGS convention in Long Island, NY. The leaves are no more than 4" in length, the flowers about 2" across
and a nice violet pink. This is clearly a major breakthrough, and should lead to other even better hybrids.


The caulescent forms of Streptocarpus grow in a more or less conventional manner, with stems and leaves
as in any standard branching plant. They are allied to the rosulate and unifoliate groups through their initial
cotyledon development and certain flower and flit characteristics. These plants are the closest relatives of
the African violet (Saintpaulia species) and some botanists have speculated a bigeneric cross may be
possible. There are several caulescent Streptocarpus species available, but only a few are of current
horticultural  merit. S. saxorum has fleshy, hairy leaves reminiscent of some succulents such Crassula or
Kalanchoe. It is vigorous, upright spreading in habit and has lovely pale blue flowers about one and a half
inch in diameter. It makes a good hanging basket and is spectacular in flower; S. holstii has reddish,
succulent stems, bright green leaves and small purple flowers with a white throat. It, too, can be grown as
a trailer, and has potential as a ground cover, in a moist shady garden spot. This one is lovely, even as a
foliage plant. Bill Saylor of Massachusetts has produced an excellent hybrid, S. "Good Hope" which has
flowers similar to those of S. saxorum, but produced more freely on a more trailing plant. This cultivar
should be in everyone's collection.


Culture: I do not find Streptocarpus particularly difficult to grow; in some respects, they are decidedly less
temperamental than other popular gesneriads. It is important, however, to recognize a few basic
idiosyncracies. It must first of all be noted that  many of the acaulescent types (those without stems) hail
from relatively high altitudes in southern Africa. There they are accustomed to relatively cool temperatures
and a drop in temperature at night. Second, one most note that they grow in coarse, well-drained soil and
are not accustomed to accumulation of water about their roots.
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It is possible to grow beautiful Streptocarpus at normal household temperatures, but if you can provide a
drop at night to sixty to sixty-five degrees F, you will have wonderful results. Summer temperatures more
than eighty degrees F will retard growth, possibly severely.


I grow my plants in the same soil, mix I use for everything else. This mix is composed (approximately) of
two parts peat mass, one to one and one-half parts each of perlite and vermiculite, one to two parts packaged
potting soil and about one to two tablespoons of dolomite limestone chips per quart of mix. For my very
large plants, I sometimes throw in some fir bark pieces for even better drainage.


The potted plants are grown on a capillary mat under lights. I try to give the plants as much light as possible
for about fifteen hours daily, and allow the mat to get fairly dry before watering with my standard dilute
fertilizer solution (3/4tsp of 20-20-20 per gallon of water). Care must be taken not to over pot Streptocarpus,
especially those destined for a mat -- soil that is too wet will kill your plants. I find Streptocarpus recover
quickly from a wilting, but will never recover frame period of marshy conditions.


It is possible to mechanically control the untidy habit of many of the rosulate cultivars. I do not let any leaves
grow up. When new leaves seem to be doing that, I train them sideways, perhaps wedging them under a
mature leaf, or break them off. This prevents flowers from being trapped under leaves, and brings about an
altogether more attractive plant. I also do not hesitate to cut off the ends of leaves that are getting too large,
or to remove altogether the large outer leaves, making room for more productive younger and smaller ones.


These plants will grow too large for most light gardens. When this happens, cut out a clump of medium size
leaves along with some roots, trim the end of the leaves of they are more than about four inches long, and
pot up. Keep in a humidity case or plastic bag for a week or two until well established, and give the parent
plant away. Plants may also be propagated by leaf cuttings. Take a healthy mature leaf, not an old one, divide
into chunks, each about three inches long. Make each chunk into a wedge by cutting the leaf with sharp
scissors so that the bottom portion of each section comes to a point at the central  rib. Dust the bottom ½"
with rooting hormone and stick it into vermiculite moistened with mild fertilizer solution. Keep in a
humidity case or plastic bag until well rooted, then pot up in your regular growing mix. Before long, new
growth will begin and you are on your way. There is no need to divide the resulting clump.


Ron Myhr


Odds and Ends
Due to lack of space, Odds and Ends is postponed until next month. Sorry.
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