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December meeting


The December meeting was comprised essentially of a social time, preceded by a pre-session on basic
culture - conducted be Elise Dunford and a show and tell presentation by Society members. Refreshments
were served, plants raffled and sold and conversation shared by all. Another growing year was merrily
brought to a close.


Meeting notice


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be on


Sunday, January 14
at the Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


The meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m.. There will be a sales table open before the meeting, and refreshments
will he served.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


The January meeting will feature a discussion of the miniature Saintpaulias presented by Sandra Lex. Sandra
is President of the Oakville African Violet Society and a regular columnist for Chatter, the magazine of the
African Violet Society of Canada. Expect an excellent presentation of this very rewarding subsection of a
very rewarding genus.


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a non-profit organization dedicated to
the examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership information may be obtained
from Dianne Sammons, 2071 Redan Drive, Mississauga, Ontario L4Y 1N9. Editorial or related
information should he addressed to Ron Myhr, Claremont, Ontario L0H 1E0.
Dues: $10/year, including newsletter, meetings, plant exchanges, etc. Subscriptions: $5.00/year.
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President's message


1979 has arrived.  We leave 1978 with many memories and experiences. The new year gives us a whole new
horizon to work with, days untried, just waiting for us to use them to our fullest. This year could very well
be your year to try many of the new gesneriads which have just been released and perhaps there are many
which have been around for some time and you have not grown them. Let's make this year a banner year for
you in terms of trying something new and relating your experiences to us. All of us learn from each other.


One way of relating your experiences to us would be the keeping of a notebook. Each grower could keep
notes on information he or she has personally gathered about his plants, growing conditions, light, fertilizers,
watering, soil mixes, flowering times and any useful information that might be pertinent. One cannot
remember everything one hears, reads, etc., and this can be a future guide for some future date.


The taking of photographs and filing them with your subject would make for a good reference journal. If you
are an artist, the drawing of sketches of your plants' life cycles would provide interesting material.


This type of information would be useful for a program. Is there anyone who would like to do this for the
future? Perhaps we already have someone in our organization who is presently doing this. Do we have any
volunteers?


January's program will feature the world of the miniature and semi-miniature Saintpaulias, and Sandra Lex
will be giving us an in-depth study of these darlings. The limited amount of space most of us have lends
itself to the growing of the smaller varieties with a much larger collection to be had.


I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.
Miree Lex


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


To show or not to show


A committee was set up at the November meeting to study the desirability of the Toronto Gesneriad Society
holding flower shows and, if so, to recommend an overall policy that would satisfy a majority of the
members.


Members of the committee were:


Gustav Ciamaga
Ann Hollingsworth
Ron Myhr
Monte Watler
Bob Patterson, Chairman


A meeting of the Committee was held at the Civic Garden Centre prior to the December monthly general
meeting. Two members of the Committee were unable to attend. Our President attended as an ex-officio
member.
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After some discussion, each of the following recommendations was agreed to unanimously by the members
present. One of the members who was absent sent his views via another member, but agreed to abide by the
majority decisions.


We, the Flower Show Committee, recommend to the general memberships:


1. That we hold two types of flower show, a show at the monthly meetings, and an annual show.
2. That the shows at the monthly meeting remain as the unjudged "show and tell" format that has


become so popular with the members, and be restricted to members and their guests who attend the
meeting.


3. That the annual show be judged using the merit judging method (see note below).
4. That the show committee for each annual show be given the following directives:


a. All regular awards be of the ribbon type, never money.
b. That any special awards be for the "best specimen" of a species or variety, never for "most points"
c. That judging should be done by external judges, if at all possible.
d. All plants entered must be owned by the exhibitor for at least three months.
e. That commercial exhibitors are kept separate from noncommercial exhibitors, and that their plants
be judged on the merit system. The show committee may decide whether to have a category for
general commercial displays.


5. Entries in the annual show are to be restricted to members, but exhibitors may purchase
memberships at the show. The general public may attend the annual show as spectators.


The Committee wishes to thank Roy Dunford for his effort in tabulating some of the pitfalls that should be
avoided, and we took due consideration of his recommended remedies in establishing the above
recommendations,


(Note: For those who are not aware that there are two ways of judging a flower show, here are definitions
of each:


Competitive judging: Competitive judging means that each flower-or plant is compared to others in the same
show category. The judges must establish which is the “best,” “second best,” and “third best” in that
category, and award 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes accordingly. A danger of this method of judging is that a plant
may ho judged as best in the category even though its quality is poor, because, all the others are worse.


Merit judging: Using the merit judging method, the judges compare each plant in a show category with
perfection. Points are given for each desirable feature a plant has, and if the total exceeds a stated level the
plant is awarded a first prize (usually a blue ribbon); if the points exceed a lesser level, the plant is awarded
2nd prize (usually a red ribbon), and similarly for the third prize. Poor specimens will not receive any
recognition in this method, but if all the plants in a category are of top quality, every plant will be so
recognized through the awarding of a “first prize”.)


Bob Patterson 
Chairman
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Episcia “Cygnet”


The Episcias with which most people arc familiar sport showy foliage and bright orange-red flowers. A few
variants have lilac or pink blooms, but even these are readily recognizable as Episcias through their flashy
leaves, stoloniferous habit and overall appearance. There is a group within this genus, however, which
differs from the others in general appearance and in some specific characteristics. This group is composed
of two species, E. dianthiflora and E. punctata, and their hybrid E. “Cygnet.” All are characterized by plain,
dusty-green leaves, a vigorous stoloniferous habit quite distinct from standard Episcias in that runners grow
rapidly and continuously with plantlets appearing at intervals, and by very large white frilled flowers. The
flowers of E. punctata are spotted with purple, and this characteristic is inherited by E.. “Cygnet.” E.
punctata is large leaved, large growing plant, E. dianthiflora is much smaller and for this reason is a more
desirable indoor species. F. “Cygnet” is intermediate between its two parents, and will grow to
unmanageable size unless it is ruthlessly curtailed. This group differs so greatly from standard Episcias that
some taxonomists have suggested they be transferred into their own genus, Alsobia. While this suggestion
is being considered by the AGGS nomenclature committee, it has not yet been accepted. Some non-AGGS
publications are making use of the Alsobia designation.


E. “Cygnet” is an interesting cultivar well worth growing for its striking flowers and the attractive patterns
crated by interlacing leaves and stolons. Many people have had negative experiences with it, however, and
its sprawling, rapidly spreading habit can make it a prime nuisance if it is not properly controlled. I have
developed my own "system" which works very well under my conditions. Bear in mind that it may require
some modification to suit your own idiosyncrasies.


I like to start with a four or five-inch pot. This type of pot (sometimes referred to as a bulb pan) is
particularly suited to these spreading, shallow-rooted plants, and the four or five inch size results in a nicely
proportioned specimen. The taller AZ (for Azalea) pots could also be used. I use my standard, highly
variable potting medium for E. “Cygnet”; this is generally composed of about 11/2-2 parts peat moss, one
pert each perlite, vermiculite and packaged potting soil plus 1-2 tablespoons of dolomitic limestone chips
per quart of peat moss. The plants can use lots of light. I place them just a few inches from the tubes.


For pots of this size, I will use 4-6 plantlets, which might all be obtained from one stolen of a mature plant.
Each is cut from the stolon, the base dipped in rooting hormone, and then planted directly in the growing
medium; the 4-6 plantlets are distributed evenly over the surface of the pot. I do not find it absolutely
necessary to protect these cuttings while rooting, so long as the humidity about than is reasonably high. It
is probably wise, however, to place them in a humidity case or otherwise pamper them for a couple of weeks.


Once rooted, the plantlets will grow rapidly. They should be well fed (with a balanced fertilizer) and kept
evenly moist, although all members of this group are more tolerant of drought than other Episcias. Also
unlike the other members of the genus, they are tolerant of and even benefit from relatively cool
temperatures. E. “Cygnet” certainly thrives with nights down to sixty degrees Fahrenheit, and I suspect none
of this group appreciates temperatures much above eighty-degrees. Fortunately for the average grower, they
are most tolerant of a wide range of conditions.


When the plantlets start producing stolons, the time for ruthlessness has arrived. I let no stolons develop;
everyone is pinched out, unless I want some propagation material. This is a weekly task – leave it any longer
and you may never get the better of it. Deprived of stolons as an outlet, the plants grow rapidly and soon start
producing their attractive flowers, along with new growth from the base of each crown. Allow these to grow.
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Each plantlet and offshoot will grow to some size. Eventually, you will have a magnificent ball of foliage
reaching over the edges of the pot, punctuated regularly with the white, frilled, speckled flowers.


E. “Cygnet” is almost entirely sterile. You do not, therefore, need to worry about pinching off every
would-be seed capsule, to prevent retardation of the plant as a consequence of seed production. I simply
remove the spent corollas -- the calyces are insignificant, and will dry up and drop off eventually.
Occasionally, the general cast of the plant becomes yellowish. I have found that a dose of high nitrogen
fertilizer such as 30-10-10 corrects this aberration. Why this works is an open question. The probable reason
is the correction of a nitrogen deficiency; it is possible that the plants need an acid medium, and the generally
high acid reaction of this type of fertilizer brings this about. Fish emulsion should also work.


It is of course possible to grow this cultivar as a single crown plant. Start with a cutting, root it, plant in a
three-inch pot and proceed as above. Alternately, a few stolons might be allowed to develop, up to about
three plantlets before being pinched; these will provide a nice symmetrical plant. They may also eventually
be removed to start a new specimen pot.


All in all, I would have to recommend E. “Cygnet” as one of the most rewarding and easy of all the
gesneriads. If you remember to provide good light, feed generously, pinch rigorously and keep from heat,
you will have a plant of which to be proud. I will be bringing a number of rooting cuttings to the January
meeting for distribution. Good luck.


Ron Myhr 


Achimenes again


Last winter and spring I had the opportunity of conducting some experiments in which the troublesome
Achimenes was used to test some ideas and new products. As might have been expected, the derived data
provided some insights along with uncertainties which suggested that further trials were required. In any
event, some of the following ideas could assist you in the forthcoming planting season.


When the previous season ended, I stored the rhizomes in two different ways – in their original "soil mass"
and separated from the medium, i.e., harvested from the growing medium for storage in plastic bags. After
storage, the condition of rhizomes left undisturbed in the soil-mass appeared superior to the individually
harvested rhizomes. On the other hand, the harvested rhizomes provided convenient visual information on
their planting condition.


On the theory that most Achimenes need vigorous starts followed up by continuous attention, I deliberately
postponed planting of the rhizomes to a late date, the first week in May. My own experience suggests that
most-novices in our geographic area cannot provide the proper environment or conditions for starting
Achimenes at the traditional time of late February early March. With my late planting date, the first
flowering was somewhat delayed, but the plants were stockier and more compact. If a long season of bloom
is not required, then a late planting is to be recommended.


When planting the rhizomes I used media which had previously proved successful - long-fiber sphagnum
moss or coarse vermiculite. Both materiels retain moisture very well, a condition required by Achimenes.
When replanting Achimenes which have been left in their original soil-mass, break up the mass into
convenient chunks and make up several individual plantings. If the entire soil-mass, with its many hidden
rhizomes, is returned to its original pot, the plant will undoubtedly spend the growing season making foliage
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and have great difficulty producing flowers.


The newly planted rhizomes in their pots were placed either on a west windowsill or on a capillary mat
illuminated by the new lamp product known as Wonderlite (available from Cruickshank). Wonderlite is a
160-watt high intensity lamp (screw base) with its own built-in reflector and built-in ballast. It has a
spectrum conducive to good plant growth and is said to have the effect of four 48" fluorescent tubs. Not only
did the Achimenes under Wonderlite grow more rapidly, they also produced heavier flowering than those
on the windowsill. Not all Achimenes are suitable for growing on a mat, but those with appropriate growth
habit will thrive in straight vermiculite and the illumination provided by a Wonderlite lamp.


Another product which I tested in my Achimenes experiment was a hydroponic windowsill planter (formerly
distributed by the firm known as City Green; available at Clargreen). The hydroponic planter is white plastic,
and measures 30" long, about 6" wide and 5" deep. At one end is a "well" which houses an upturned,
half-gallon plastic bottle of nutrient solution. This provides constant moisture to the growing medium for
approximately a week before refilling is necessary. The medium supplied by the manufacturer is vermiculite
and this must be mixed with lime (the required portion is provided) so as to counteract the acid condition
created by the hydroponic feeding system.


In this planter I established four different types of Achimenes and all but one thrived. The unit sits
conveniently on a windowsill and for obvious reasons could not be used outside unless it was somewhat
protected from the rain.


It is my hope that some of the above information will prove helpful to those of you contemplating
Achimenes this coming season.


Gustav Ciamaga


Odds and ends


The use of select plants as indicators of cultural conditions. Though the amateur grower has various aids
for determining general growing conditions --the thermometer, hygrometer and light-meter -- the appearance
of singular plants can offer the amateur grower useful information on the growing environment. For the
gesneriad specialist a good cultural indicator is Episcia “Cleopatra.” If this plant is growing successfully in
the open; i.e., not enclosed in a terrarium, and producing fine foliage and flowers, chances are very good that
almost all other gesneriad in the grower's collection will be thriving. Stated another way, if the grower has
provided the proper temperature, humidity and light to grow E. “Cleopatra” in the open, then the adjacent
gesneriads will probably enjoy the same conditions.


Of course, there are exceptions to this  simple procedure – those gesneriads requiring cooler conditions
(some Streptocarpus, Columneas, etc.) or super-high humidity ( some of the Nautilocalyx, Pearcea
hypocyrtiflora, etc.). Other possible "indicators" are Sinningia concinna or Episcia lilacina when grown
outside of protected environments.


Sinningia "Freckles" vs. S. "Hircon.” Sinningia “Freckles” (S. concinna x S. hirsuta) is one, of the most
beautiful of the miniature Sinningias. In addition to its lovely, dark foliage, it has inherited from its parents
a handsome purple spotting and generous flower production. S. “Freckles” does have draw back and has
proved troublesome for some growers. Too much humidity, as in a terrarium, can produce mould, etc.; too
little, can give stunted growth and bud blast. For the commercial grower it has one other undesirable trait--
sterility.
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After coping with S. “Freckles” problems for a few years, I decided to try its successor – S. “Hircon”. S.
“Hircon” is designated a tetraploid of S.”Freckles”. In theory, it should be fertile but I have never been able
to set seed nor does S.”Hircon” seed often show up in Seed Fund lists. Its fertility should cause little concern
to growers for S. “Hircon”(like S. “Freckles”) is relatively easy to propagate vegetatively.


In any event, I have found S. “Hircon” to be disappointing. My selection, presumably grown from seed,
produces fewer but larger flowers than S. “Freckles”. Additionally, its flowers do not have the charm or
beauty of the original. Though S. “Hircon” is somewhat more tolerant than S. “Freckles”, I personally would
not recommend it as a substitute for the original.


A new miniature Sinningia. M. Kartuz has recently released under his catalog classification "Miniature
Sinningias" S. “Bob W”. In a recent conversation with Mr. Kartuz, he informed me that this plant was the
one he originally promised to release as S. “Tom Way”. S. “Bob W” is characterized by huge, when
compared to the foliage, slipper flowers which are reddish-purple in colour. My specimen which was sent
to me in a 2 1/4" pot, has pliable foliage and has a tendency to produce pairs of long lasting erect flowers
on strong stems. I do not know at this time whether S. “Bob W” is fertile or easy to propagate. As Kartuz
is charging $7.50 per plant, one would suspect that there are problems with mass propagation. S. “Bob W”
is an excellent addition to the miniature Sinningia repertoire and probably compares favourably with the
large flowered Schwarz Sinningias “Premiere White, Pink and Coral”.


Holiday plants. At this time of year, the florists have been offering for our holiday enjoyment the traditional
holly, Poinsettia and Christmas Cactus plants. One can't praise enough the hybridizers who have r responded
to the public's holiday needs and produced almost foolproof poinsettias and Christmas cacti. When these
plants are compared to their counterparts of say ten years ago, there is no comparison.


But as gesneriad growers we have wonderful alternatives that we tend to overlook. Given the traditional
colours of red and green, why not decorate the holiday table with Sinningia cardinalis, Gloxinia “Chic” or
Episcia “Moss Agate”? There are also. many red Columneas, including Columnea “Christmas Carol” which
might decorate an appropriate window or doorway.


Periodicals review. GSN in its recent September-October issue has two short articles of special interest:
“Try Some Achimenes” by Kay Dye and “Trichantha “Tigerpaws” by Vincent Flanders. Flanders, a
commercial grower (Just Plants of Indianapolis) describes his prize winning Trichantha “Tigerpaws” (T.
brenneri x  T. tenensis), a recent hybrid of Hans Wiehler. The front cover of this particular issue has an
appealing photograph of Columnea “Early Bird”.


The November issue of Plants Alive has an illustrated article by William Saylor “In Quest of the Perfect
Nematanthus”. This excellent survey of his work with this genus is aptly subtitled “Adventures in Plant
Breeding”.


Two further articles have recently appeared on the Nematanthus. Frances Batcheller writes of the versatility
of this species in GSN,  Nov--Dec 1978 (“A Gesneriad for all Seasons”). The longest article of this group
is Carla Petra Pavone's “Nematanthus” in the January 1979 issue of House Plants and Porch Gardens. All
texts are accompanied by excellent colour photographs.


Gustav Ciamaga
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January meeting


Considerable time was spent at the January meeting discussing the question of Society sponsored judged
shows. The members present voted to accept the report of the committee which had been established to
consider the question and which recommended we go ahead with such shows, subject to certain limitations.


Subsequent to the business meeting, Sandra Lex made an excellent presentation of the miniature
Saintpaulias, and had on hand several of her magnificently grown plants as specimens. Among those which
she brought along were "Tanager", "Midget Flame", "Little Angel", "Little Chrissy", "Dear Ellie", and "Mini
Minx". Our thanks to Sandra. for sharing her wealth of knowledge with us.


Next meeting
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will been held on:


Sunday, February 11
at the


Civic Garden Centre
777 Lawrence Avenue East


1:15 pm


The topic will be photography of our plants, and noted nature photographer Mrs. Joan Powell will be
speaking with us. A show-and-tell session will be included, refreshments will be served, and plants and
supplies will be sold.


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a non-profit organization devoted


to the examination, discussion and appreciation-of the gesneriads. Membership inquiries. should


be addressed to the Membership Secretary, Dianne Sammons, 2071 Redan Drive, Mississauga,


Ontario, La M9. Subscription and editorial correspondence should be addressed to Ron Myhr,


Claremont, Ontario L0H 1E0. Dues: $10/year. Subscription only: $5/yr
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President's Message.


I would like to take this opportunity and welcome two new members:


Shirley Irvine, 121 Munro Blvd., Willowdale, Ontario M2P 1C7 
Hal Price, 237 Melrose Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5M 1Y9


I hope everyone will extend a welcome to our newest members at February's meeting. Would you please add
their names to your membership list. For interest's sake, we have approximately 44 members now in our
Toronto Society.


January's meeting saw the realization of our now having a show in the future. Unfortunately,.we will be
unable to do it in this season, but will be done during next year's program. This year, our April meeting will
take the form of an Open House in the old auditorium which will be open to the public. We hope to
encourage new people to grow gesneriads and one way of promoting this is to have a good selection on our
sales table. Now is the time to put down cuttings, save your tubers, rhizomes and contribute to our sales
table. We have done an excellent job in the past in providing, so let's keep up the good work. Your
contributions are very much appreciated.


February's meeting will welcome Mrs. Joan Powell E.P.S.A. and her husband John. She is Past President
of the Toronto Camera Club and director of School of Photography. We are asking everyone to bring their
camera and a plant to photograph. She will he covering the basics of photography. This will include
backgrounds, close-ups, along with technique. Our starting time will be 1:15 p.m. and if there is sufficient
time left, a Show and Tell will take place. Refreshments will be served.


Would all Members of the Executive committee please note that a meeting will take place at the Civic
Garden Centre prior to the March Meeting (11 March 1979) starting at 1:00 p.m. Would everyone please
attempt to attend.


Good Growin'
Miree Lex


What could possibly be new?


 The world of the Saintpaulia has come a long way from the days of "Blue Boy", to 1978's best new
introduction "Coral Radiance". We have two-tones, fantasies, geneva edged (blossoms with white edges).,
in forms of miniatures, Semi-miniatures, trailers in various forms. We have blooms approaching three inches
in diameter, what could possibly be new?


Lyndon Lyon would have to be credited with doing the greatest majority of new hybridizing in the
Saintpaulia world. He has given us “Dyn-o-mite” the reddest red to this date. His "Coral Radiance" is the
most intense colour of coral we have so far with good behaving foliage. The foliage does look similar to the
black green of "Dyn-o--mite".
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This year we have been given a new miniature trailer with a white semi-double blossom from Lyon. Along
this same line is a good conventional, iridescent pink double with excellent variegated foliage. This newie
is "Fancy Trail". Hisminiatures get better-and better. We are now getting large blossoms on tiny plants and
the one that comes to my mind is "Dear Ellie". He just brought this out in the last six months and I believe
this will prove to be a real winner. It has medium green standard foliage with blue-mauve and white
blossoms. His "Little Buckaroo" appears' to be a sport of "Little Delight". "Little Delight" has proved to
come with all solid blossoms of purple and I would have a hard time telling the sport from "Little
Buckaroo".


The Champion of Champion's A.V. has come out with two new trailers with the "Wintergreen" type
variegation. Up to this point, most of the variegated trailers have bad the "Tommie Lou" type foliage so we
are making advances in the other areas of variegated foliage.


What can we look for in the future? We have still to get a good coral on miniature foliage, a coral on trailers,
dependable "Tommie Lou"foliage that will not fade out in the hot summer months. I believe Irene Predette.
of  “Predette Originals" has been working on this angle and will have this available to us next year (1980).
We should be looking for even larger blossoms on sturdy, strong blossom stocks. Some of the hybridizers
have been giving us good size; however, the blooms had -a tendency to rest on the foliage. I would surely
like someone to produce a plant or strain that would be more adaptable to hot temperatures.. Now the
Rhapsodies, Ballets and Optimaras do seem to weather the hot temperatures better than our owe hybridized
varieties but this is something that we should be working towards.


The trailer field is still wide open for many advances. Wouldn't it be nice to have a trailer that didn't go
yellow on the bottom leaves if given too much light over a period of time? Colours are endless; as yet we
have just seen the tip of the iceberg.


Will we ever see the elusive yellow? According to Lyn Lyon, the genetics are just not there, but through
mutation we might reach this colour. He feels it will come from the laboratories in some fashion.


We have still a lot to look forward to in the Saintpaulia and that has to be a plus for us.


Sandra Lex 


Odds and ends


VC-13.Several of our members haveexpressed an interest in the chemical produce W-13, which is called
for as an additive to a popular soil formula. VC-13 is a soil insecticide once available in the USA,  but now
discontinued. It's primary use was as a soil drench to combat springtails, thrips, scale and nematodes.
Though I have no personal experience with this product, I know that it was manufactured by Stim-u-plant,
was packaged as a liquid concentrate and was based on the chemical Chlordane.


One Canadian product containing Chlordane is Pest-Clor 40, a powder packaged in 8 oz. tins, though some
of our dealers will sell smaller quantities in their own packaging and without instructions: The effects of
Chlordane are being carefully monitored by American and Canadian agencies and the novice grower would
be wise to try other control treatments before using this chemical.
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A final thought —.before purchasing Pest-Clor 40, read the limitations printed on the label of the tin. If you
still  purchase it, I'll be surprised..


Styrofoam Pots. When I first began indoor gardening, many helpful friends, TV gardening authorities and
countless gardening books admonished me to use only clay pots. Plastic pots, which were certainly more
easily obtainable and cheaper, could be used (by amateurs) with caution, but styrofoam pots (the material
used for hot/cold drink cups) were absolutely forbidden. .And then, quite recently, I bought from Lyndon
Lyon one of his new violets (Red Vow) and was horrified to find it residing in a white styrofoam pot: I could
hardly wait to repot my new acquisition and to burn the evidence of my ownership of that forbidden
material. For some reason, the repotting got postponed and the violet was placed reluctantly on a capillary
mat: Periodically I checked it out for its inevitable demise and then discovered one day that it was actually
happy in its container. In fact, its growth was superior when compared to its neighbours in authentic, low
profile, plastic African violet pots. The message of the above is simple -- perhaps styrofoam pots,
particularly on matting, are worthy of further investigation even though the "experts" will disagree.


A further note on Sinningia "Bob W." In a previous issue of  the Newsletter. I described this "new"addition
to the Kartuz catalog. I recently came across a reference to S. “Bob W." in a back issue of GSN
(November/December, 1976) and it appears to be a Ted Bona hybrid of the xGloxinera typo.


G. Ciamaga
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From the President
We have acquired the following new members :


Sylvia Richardson
2907 Lakeshore Blvd. W.
Toronto, M8V 1J3
259-7158   


Barry Porteus
15 Grimwood Blvd.  TH 25
Agincourt, M1V 1E1
293-0144  


Patricia Van Breuggen 
152 Simpson Avenue
Toronto, M4K 1A3
416-2763


Jim Foster
33 Eastmount Avenue Apt. 409
Toronto, M4K 1V3
463-2965


Frances Johansen
51 Leacroft Crescent
Don Mills, M3B 2C5
447-0006


A hearty welcome to our Society to all of the above, and I hope you will all make yourselves known to her.
We have 49 members currently in the Society.


By the time you receive this, everyone will he getting anxious for  Spring. After a very cold winter, you will
probably be getting yourself ready for our April 8th mini flower show. Please have your display plants and
material that you will be donating to the sales table at the Civic Garden Centre, Old Auditorium early. We
are looking at 10:00 a.m. and thereon to get our show ready for opening at 1:00 p.m. Dr. C. L. Burke is Show
Chairman with Dr. J. D. Purves and Josie Stefaniak assisting you in placing your plants. Please have a list
of your plants available for these people when arriving at the Centre, and contact Burke with the information
he requests in this Newsletter. This could be called a trial run for our big show in 1980. Mr. Ron Dengler
and Mr. Jim Foster will be in charge of the Educational Exhibit.


For the display of plants, we would ask that:
Pots be clean, dead or faded blossoms be removed. Berries on columneas, alloplectus and codonanthes, and
calyces on alloplectus, chrysothemis and columneas count as bloom. Plants that require staking such as
kohlerias, niphaeas, etc. should be done so as to not make the staking obvious. No plant rings to hold up
plants.


Dr. Burke would like volunteers for plant guardians of the display along with people to help answer
questions people may have. Be sure to volunteer your services when you arrive at the centre. Mrs. Ella
Wakeford will be in touch with you for cookies etc. for the refreshment table and we would ask your
cooperation in this matter. We have always done so well in this department.
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The show date for 1980 has been set. We have arranged to rent the three studios for April the 13th.


Now is the time to prepare your aeschynanthus, codonanthe, nematanthus, pentadenia and other similar
plants for our 1980 show. You need this amount of time to get a full pot, starting with cuttings close
together. When new growth reaches the third node, pinch and then it will branch out. Keep repeating this
until you get a well balanced plant. For those who want to show but start from seed, this too is the time to
start. There are many exotic seeds to grow in the AGGS Seed Fund. To have a rounded pot of
Episcia(Alsobia) 'Cygnet' or E. dianthiflora, these can be displayed either in many rosettes and pruned to a
rounded shaped pot or in a hanging basket. Try and avoid bare spots as the plants should be well clothed and
floriferous. Episcia hirsuta is a rosette plant also and needs a time of growing and training as does Chirita
sinensis. These plants need several years of growing to be a show plant. Streptocarpus hybrids are best
shown as a full pot. Nautilocalyx picturatus and lynchii need time also and can be shown as a foliage plant
as well. Their foliage is so distinctive that blooms are not necessary.


Library -- Sally Weir.
We have now started a library and are hoping to get old Gloxinians back to 1961 from AGGS. The library
will hopefully be ready for the June meeting and will consist of up-to-date AGGS Gloxinians, GSI
magazines, AGGS Judges Handbook for future judges and exhibitors. To this, we intend to get the Gesneriad
Registers that have been published thus far. A copy of Selbyana from Marie Selby Gardens will be available
and Newsletters from other Societies that we have exchanged with. All of our own newsletters and Chapter
Bylaws will be included. Any articles of gesneriad interest that people would like to donate will be very
welcome. This is a start, and as we go along, we will keep you posted. We intend to have a photo slide
library as well and Mr. Bob Patterson and Mr. Franz Grimm will be assisting. If you would like to donate
a slide show to our library, remember to take two with one of these for our library. This could entail slides
of plants, culture, diseased plants or well ones.


Our new permanent membership chairman is Mr. Roy Dunford, 259 Filman Mountain Road, R.R.#1,
Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3K9.


The next Executive meeting will be held at the Civic Garden Centre on May the 13 ,  Studio One startingth


at 1:00 pm. Please attend. 
Miree Lex 


Mini-show
The mini-show on April 8th can only be a success if everyone participates to the greatest extent possible.
Please bring as many of your plants as are presentable and help in whatever way you can. We hope to be
having a slide show, we need "guards" for the plants, people to answer questions, and there are lots of
additional tasks.


The whole business of setting up the show and otherwise preparing for it will be a whole lot easier if we
have some idea of what you are able to bring. I would therefore appreciate it if you would either call or write
me as soon as possible and let me know the answers to the following questions.


1.  Are you able to bring plants to the show? What kinds and how many?
2.  Are you able to assist in some way with the operation of the show (setting up, plant and refreshment


sales, clearing up, plant placement, etc.)? Any preferences?
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3. Do you have any "bullet" type lamps or floodlights which you could loan to the show for plant
display purposes? If so, how many?


4. Do you have any ideas about set-up, publicity, etc.?


C. L. Burke
909 Royal York Road


Toronto M8Y 2V8
270-8957


Pills, junk food and fertilizers


A recent newspaper item reports that some American growers, presumably female, have achieved success
feeding their plants birth control pills; It doesn't take a chemist to tell you that "the pill" doesn't even provide
an expensive form of trace elements. One sleet admit, however, that it's an ingenious way of disposing
surplus birth control pills. When I related the above to the editor of this newsletter, he wondered if use of
this drug would prevent self-fertilization, common to some gesneriads, and make the task of hybridizing
much "safer".


Reading various round-robins in different journals, I'm amazed at the junk food people feed their plants --
coffee grounds, tea leaves, cigar butts, mustard sauce, etc. As Elbert rightfully points out, any success
growers have achieved using junk food can probably be attributed to TLC, new fluorescent tubes, a change
of season, an increase of general humidity and so forth. Scientists have never verified the effectiveness of
the above nor the seemingly useful additives like hormones and various vitamins found in s plant foods. I
suppose if you don't want your plant to catch a cold this winter, feed it vitamin C.


Along the same line, I wonder about the true effectiveness of sequentially alternating many plant fertilizers.
It's true that a high phosphate fertilizer is a useful alternative to a balanced fertilizer in certain circumstances
but I've never heard of a commercial grower establishing a hobbyist’s feeding regime where four or five
different fertilizers are used sequentially. I suspect that the real reason for using many brand name fertilizers
is that we bought them and then don't know what to do with them. I, too, am guilty of this practice and
currently own: 30-10-10, 5-5-5, 5-10-5, 5-1-1, 21-19-17, 0-2-1, 0-15-14, and one to warm the heart of the
fertilizer addict who has everything: 20-10-30!


Gustav Ciamaga
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April Mini-Show


Our April 8th show was a resounding success! Many fine plants were brought by members, and large
numbers of people passed through, admiring the collected beauty. Particularly noteworthy were the
numerous fine terrariums that were on display and  the excellent collections of Streptocarpus and
Saintpaulia. There can be no question that the ability of our members in growing and displaying plants has
grown dramatically over the two years we have been in active existence. At this rate, we should be able to
mount a fine judged show next spring.


The organizers of this show and all of the workers deserve a special vote of thanks for their skill and
dedication.


May Meeting


The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be held on Sunday, May 13 at 2:00 p.m. at the Civic
Garden Centre, Gustav Ciamaga will be discussing Columneas and Aeschynanthus. Remember to bring
noteworthy plants for the Show and Tell session. Refreshments will be served, and a plant sale table active.


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a non-profit organization devoted to the
examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership inquiries should be addressed
to the Membership Secretary, Roy Dunford, 259 Filman Mountain Road, R.R. #1, Ancaster, Ontario L9G
3K9. Subscription and editorial correspondence should be addressed to Ron Myhr, Box 245 Claremont,
Ontario L0H 1E0. Dues: $10/yr. Subscription only: $5/yr.
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From the President


We have acquired the following new members:


Kurt and Maryanne Schachtschneider
75 Glenstroke Drive
Scarborough, Ontario, M1S 3A1
Phone 293-4957


Mrs. M. E. Leverty 
29 Hoperton Drive 
Willowdale, Ontario, M2L 2S5
Phone 449-4907


Please add the above to your membership lists and give those people a hearty WELCOME.
We now have 54 members, which is quite an increase from last year.


Please note the new member from the last newsletter, Patricia van Breuggen, had an incorrect telephone
number listed. It should be 461-2763.


Our Mini-Show has come and gone, we would like to thank you all for your tremendous efforts in making
this a BIG SUCCESS, we made new friends and met old friends as well, and everyone had a good time.


Mr. Dick Dierks has been quite ill for many weeks, and we wish him the best.


Our congratulations to Anne Hollingsworth and her husband on their newest addition to our gesneriad
"family", brand  new Amanda.


June 10th will be our annual business meeting and also the beginning of our Library.


Ron Myhr, our Newsletter editor is still producing as well as editing the newsletter as in the past. Production
is not being done by the Civic Garden Centre.


Bylaws are enclosed with this issue, along with membership lists for those who have not yet received them.


On September 9, 1979, Mr. Michael Kartuz will visit with us to discuss gesneriads. He will be speaking in
the Old auditorium. Start telling your gesneriad friends now.


Our first judged show will be held on April 13, 1980 in Studios 1, 2 and 3. Start growing for it now.


The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society will be holding its 23rd Convention at the Radisson Ferncroft
Hotel and Country Club in Danvers, Mass. on Wed. July 18 to Sunday, July 22. Consider going, as you will
learn much from the lectures, show, judging schools, tours to growers greenhouses and the surrounding
areas. There are also plant sales and the food is terrific. Anyone who has gone will tell you about the good
value. There are several registration prices.


Miree Lex


Mrs. Carol Roberts
31 Harnworth Drive
Willowdale, Ontario, M2H 3C3
Phone 496-0979
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Sinningia eumorpha


S. eumorpha is an interesting and desirable plant for both the beginning and advanced hobbyist. It has
several characteristics which contribute to its utility in the indoor garden, and the same characteristics have
led to its widespread use in hybridizing -- it is a parent of S. 'Dollbaby', S. 'Cindy' and numerous others of
this type of miniature Sinningia.


S. eumorpha is a relatively compact plant which is quite comfortable in a 4" AZ pot, and which forms a neat
rosette of medium green leaves about 8" across on a mature plant. The flowers are similar in shape to those
of S. 'Dollbaby', but are somewhat larger and of more substance. The color in the standard species ranges
from pure white through a pale lavender, with many gradations in between including those with purple or
yellow stripes going into the throat.


There is also a pink form, known in the trade simply as S. 'Pink Eumorpha', which has similar flowers but
of a clear pink color. There are no markings on the flowers, and the leaves are a bright shiny green and
broader than those on the standard species. This latter form is a lovely plant, as the bright green and pink
combination is exceedingly striking. Unfortunately it is not as floriferous as the type. Frances Batcheller has
suggested to me that S. 'Pink Eumorpha' may be a hybrid involving S. cardinalis, but I have not seen any
reference to this. I have crossed the standard and the pink types, and am most curious as to the result. A
number of plants are growing vigorously and should bloom in a few months.


S. eumorpha of either type is easy to grow. It tolerates relatively low light levels (e.g., those necessary for
flowering violets), but does better with somewhat more light. However, too much light leads to tight foliage.
I pot in a soilless mix and place the plants on a capillary mat, where they get constant feeding. They prefer
warm temperatures and moderate humidity.


After blooming, the plant will probably go dormant for a brief period. Leave the tuber in the pot, and put
it to the side of your lights or in a cupboard, watering only enough to keep the tuber from shriveling (this
means hardly at all). When new growth begins, repot the tuber in the same or a larger size pot and give good
light (more, perhaps, than when it is older) Additional crowns (suckers) can be removed and rooted for extra
plants.


S. eumorpha is easily propagated either through the method of rooting suckers, from seed, or by rooting a
leaf and waiting for a tuber to form. The former two are much more desirable. Root a fair sized sucker in
moist vermiculite, with at least one leaf node on the stem below the surface of the media. When rooted, pot
up in your regular soil. Start seeds on a sterile medium such as Jiffy-Mix or sphagnum moss. Pot up in flats
or individual pots when they are at the "true leaf" stage. Seedlings grow rapidly and may bloom within 5-6
months of sowing.


Ron Myhr
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Odds and ends
Golden Gate Gesneriads. Early in February, I had the opportunity of visiting Golden Gate Gesneriads in San
Francisco. GGG is a relatively new mail order house run by Eileen and David Masterson. The Masterson`s
specialities include many of H. Wiehler's gesneriad collections for the Selby Gardens and the B. Schwarz
miniature sinningias. Their catalog (price $1.00 by writing to 3773 17th Street, San Francisco) is one of the
more scientifically accurate compilations of gesneriads.


The Masterson’s have four principal growing areas -- two greenhouses supplemented by two rooms of their
house devoted to light garden racks. The plants themselves are robust and healthy and serve as stock plants
for cuttings, the principal material sold by GGG. The growing medium for these stock plants is a commercial
mix (Black Magic, 3 parts) laced with one part of fine perlite. For larger pots, this growing medium is
prepared with the addition of crushed oyster shells, a source of lime for PH control.


It was revealing on my visit to them to see so many of the columneas and columnea-tribe species and hybrids
at first hand. I was startled to observe the true behavior of the new trichanthas and came to the conclusion
that they were not for my taste. Though the color photographs in many catalogs, feature unusual flowers,
most of the trichanthas are extremely large for houseplants and have insignificant, though eccentric flowers.
They would be out of place on a light stand and make dreadful hanging baskets. At best, they are free
standing plants for patio displays.


The Masterson collection did, however, include many new and beautiful species of columneas that could,
with proper pruning, make wonderful indoor plants (e.g., scandens, dodsonii, kienastiana, etc.).


I recommend a trial order from the GGG catalog. Or if you're in the San Francisco area, GGG is well worth
visiting, just to meet two wonderfully personal gesneriad growers.


Nematanthus linearis?.Recently found at The Bay -- a small flat of Nematanthus species, all neatly labelled
Columnea linearis: the Goldfish Plant.


Wanted. Several of our members have expressed an interest in acquiring Sinningia 'Snowflake'. If you have
extra plants of this sub-mini, please bring them to the next meeting.


Gesneria cuneifolia 'Quebradillas'. This readily available terrarium plant, often classified as a miniature,
needs root space to perform to its full potential. Though it is often sold commercially in 2" pots, it is more
comfortable in 3 to 4 inch pots when grown in the open. It requires high humidity, constant moisture and
an occasional addition of lime. Bright light and constant feeding will guarantee a constant succession of the
orange coloured flowers.


Pronunciation of ' Wiesmoor’. I'm sure that our colleagues of German axe extraction wince slightly when
they hear us orally stumble through the word Wiesmoor, as in Streptocarpus 'Wiesmoor hybrids'. This
famous seed-strain was developed by Carl Fleischmann of Wiesmoor, West Germany in the early 1950's.
Since that time, the word Wiesmoor has the dubious distinction of having been misspelled more than any
other in gesneriad catalogs and periodicals. From what I remember of my previous training in German, the
ie is pronounced ee; the W like our V. Given this rudimentary information, one should pronounce the word
Wees-moor.


G. Ciamaga
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May Meeting 
After a business meeting at which, among other things, library policy was discussed, Gustav Ciamaga
presented a program on the Columneas. He illustrated some of the different types of plants with cuttings in
bloom, and these were raffled off to the membership at the end of the meeting. Refreshments were served
and some plants and plant material were sold at the sales table.


Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society will be held on Sunday, June 10 at 2:00 p.m. at the Civic
Garden Centre. This will be our annual business meeting, at which our year-end financial report will be
presented, election of officers for next year take place, and a general wrap-up occur. In addition, we will be
having a short discussion with Librarian Sally Weir about possible library acquisitions, and there will be the
usual show-and-tell session and opportunities for discussing our plants. Please do remember to bring a plant
for show-and-tell, and plant material for the sales table. Refreshments will be served.


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a nonprofit organization devoted to
the examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership inquiries should be
addressed to the Membership Secretary, Roy Dunford, 259 Filman Mountain Road, R.R. 1, Ancaster,
Ontario L9G 3K9. Subscription and editorial correspondence should be addressed to Ron Myhr, Box
24S, Claremont, Ontario L0H 1E0. Dues: $10/yr. Subscription only: $5/yr.
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Editorial


Another year has gone by, and we are bigger and better than ever. Real progress has been made in the
Society, and our future direction seems to be well established. We must remember that while enjoying
ourselves now is the reason we're here, we must always be looking ahead and planning for the future if we
are to have even more fun.


In this issue are reports from a number of places in Canada where there are gesneriad growers. Georgina Bull
in Regina, Daphne Mahrer in Vancouver, and Arlene Nixon of the Edmonton Chapter report on activities
in their centres, and from down east, we have 14 year-old David McLeod, our youngest member, reporting
on some of his experiences with gesneriads. Hopefully it will be possible to have regular reports from other
groups in Canada.


The nominating committee, which consists of Chairman Gordon Wicks, Elise Dunford, Ella Wakeford, Jim
Bodnar and Fred Pearson, will be presenting a slate of nominees for the Executive at the next-meeting. Make
additional nominations if you wish; whoever is elected, I hope we will all give the new Executive, the new
Newsletter editor and all the conveners our full support and cooperation.


I'll be hosting a summer get together, probably on the first Sunday in August. Keep the date free, and I'll be
contacting each of you with details.


Best wishes for the summer, and congratulations on a successful year. 


Ron Myhr


Annual report


As a Society we have come a long way in the past year. Last fall we imported a guest speaker, Mrs. Frances
Batcheller and her husband, from New Hampshire, and we all learned much and had a good time.


We have gotten around to wearing name tags and knowing one another and have had some very constructive
programmes.


Our mini-show was an overwhelming success, plant quality was very good, and we will be holding a judged
show on April 13, 1980.


Our membership is growing as fast as some of our gesneriads multiply, and we have established the first
Canadian gesneriad library in a Society.


And this fall we have another guest speaker, this time Michael Kartuz, of Massachusetts. With a positive
attitude we can do even more and better things for the coming year.


Have a good summer!


Miree Lex
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From the President


We have another new member:


Mrs. Irene Tinkler, 14 Shoreham Ct. , Unit #9, Downsview, Ontario.


Add Irene to your membership list and give her a warm welcome to the Society. We now have 55 members.


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is giving an award in the form of a certificate at the American Gloxinia and
Gesneriad Society Convention, in Danvers, Massachusetts this year, for the best chapter newsletter. The
award will be in the form of a certificate.


The Library will start next meeting. Borrowing Procedures for the library:


1. The borrowing of books is for members of the society only.
2. This service will be books borrowed from meeting to meeting (which includes the summer months),
3. The borrower will be responsible for replacing any books or articles that are lost.
4. For members not able to attend meetings because they live too far, away or are ill, the Society will


pay for mailing books to those members, and the members will be responsible for return mailing
costs.


5. People returning books by mail are advised to insure them.
6. PENALTIES will be $2 per meeting for books not back on time.


Slides are a part of the library and Mr. Paterson and Mr. Grimm are to make suggestions about how this will
be done.


Sally Weir will have an assistant in the Library. Mrs. Frances Coombs who is our Historian and is compiling
all information on our Society from its early beginnings will be working with her, and the history will be
in the library as well.


A list of books that are available for borrowing will be published in the next newsletter.


Ron Myhr has offered to have a pot luck picnic this summer at his place in Claremont, Ontario. Everyone
is to bring a favorite dish and their own paper plates, knives, forks, etc. Refreshments, rolls, etc. will be
supplied by the Society. The date has yet to be confirmed, but will likely be the first Sunday in August.


Remember to bring plants for Show and Tell this meeting, and we will also be discussing books and articles
for the library, as well as electing officers and hearing the financial report for the past year,


Bylaws Committee please meet at one p.m. at the Civic Garden Centre.


Miree Lex
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Vancouver Activities


The African Violet Club of Vancouver is the main gesneriad group in this area of mainland B.C. There is
a small group, lately formed by one of our members living in Haney. This is a small town in the lower Fraser
Valley. It takes care of people who find it difficult to come into our meetings. There is also a small group
here in Vancouver which was a tiny splinter group from our club dating back ten or twelve years. Victoria
on the Island has quite a large club, but devote most of their tine to  Saintpaulia.


Our group has a growing interest in what we call the Related Gesneriads (to distinguish them from Violets).
To give you an example, in our recent annual show on May 5th, we had 102 of the related gesneriads out
of a total of 314 entries. As you see, this accounted for one third of the show. There were a number of
different genera entered. I might add that out annual show is always a big success both horticulturally and
financially.


Aside from our annual show, we take part in the PNE Horticulture Show and usually put on several displays
at different tines in shopping centres, etc.


We seem to be able to provide an interesting type of meeting using workshops, slides, general discussions
and guest speakers. Speakers are our greatest difficulty. There are not too many around and usually Seattle
or Tacoma is our source.


In the Pacific Northwest we have a Judges' Council which meets twice a year. This is attended by
representatives from the clubs in Oregon, Washington and B.C. Our purpose is to standardize our procedures
and work as closely as possible in dealing with common problems. At one time our judges were all AVSA
trained and we followed their rules. There was a short flurry of SI judges in Seattle which has lapsed. Last
fall the Puget Sound Gesneriad Society, which is a chapter of the AGGS, held a judging school. A number
of us attended out of interest. I rather doubt that it will develop into much as most of us do not like the
competitive system of judging. The AVSA judging has lapsed also due to an internal problem between the
AVSA and the teacher for this area. We were left high and dry as a result, with our tickets all running out.
No effort was made by the AVSA to fill the gap. Rather odd considering we weren't involved in the dispute!
It was at this time that our Judges' Council decided to set up our own system of standards and train our own
judges. This we have done with considerable success. We are not dependent upon any national or
international body and can deal with our regional problems quickly and efficiently. We tend to be isolated
from the eastern, more heavily populated areas of the continent. Not too much interest is shown from that
quarter as no doubt they are more preoccupied by their own local affairs. You will understand I think, why
there are no plans afoot to consider any affiliation that would bind us to another set of rules.


We do find some difficulty in obtaining new plant material. Since both our postal system and that of the U.S.
seems to have fallen apart, we find delivery is unreliable and the stuff quite often arrives after inspection and
delays as simply a box of brown mush. However, we do maintain close ties with the Washington and Oregon
clubs and also the few commercial growers in those states. We have made good use of the seed funds.


Daphne Mahrer
345 West 13th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC  V5Y 1W2
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Alberta Report


The first meeting of the Edmonton area group was held January 17, 1979, with twelve in attendance.
Meetings are held on a rotation basis at members homes, at which a plant is raffled and refreshments served.
We attempt at each meeting to have a highlight, ranging from a tape on Gesneriads or a film from the AGGS
library to slides belonging to individual members. Hopefully we will be able to bring in a guest speaker soon.
In addition we are very fortunate to have several members with degrees and/or backgrounds in various
avenues of horticulture, and at the next meeting we are intending to have a culture type of workshop on soils,
etc. Several of our members are workers at our Muttart Conservatory and others teach at the University. All
are most knowledgeable and willing to help, but as one of the Muttart fellows said "We felt when we went
to the first meeting that we were going to be asked all sorts of questions, but we went away feeling lower
than several once we viewed some of the growers' plant rooms.”


We have sent our bylaws into the AGGS, but have not yet been accepted and are awaiting "Board" approval.
However, when we are official, we will be the 38th Chapter and the most northern.


We hold our meetings monthly usually every 3rd Thursday, except for July and August. As of our last
meeting on May 17th, we have grown to 23 members from the original 12.


Regarding obtaining plants, no one has really ordered all that often from the U.S. They do however order
from Harbourcrest in Victoria and the Plant Place in Ontario. I have had good luck ordering from the U.S.
to date, but I never quit bugging customs if I'm expecting an order.


We anticipate a show in the Fall at the Muttart, which should attract more members, as should our sale.


In closing I must say our first six months have been great. Our attendance is usually almost 100%. We have
a monthly sales table which provides revenue for our club, and we also have a Newsletter!


Arlene Nixon
28 Milgrove Drive 


Spruce Grove, Alberta


Growing in P.E.I.
Gesneriads are quite difficult to grow in the variable climate of Prince Edward Island. In the winter, the
temperature can go as low as ten degrees below zero, which creates a problem of keeping them warm. One
way that I have found to keep the little ones warm is by taking a little box and cutting three of the four sides
out of it. Then I glue a thin sheet of clear plastic around it. I then place the pot and all in the box and shut
the lid. This provides a mini-hot-house for the plants all winter, in which they flourish and bloom. If it ever
gets too hot in the hothouse, I just open the box until it cools off. In the spring I just take the plant out of the
box and let it grow normally during the summer.


Another problem we encounter is dry air. Misting the plants is not enough, so I enclose my gesneriads in a
plastic bag when they are starting to grow, so that they will get a good start in life.


Most of the time you just have to use your head and you will find the solution to your problem. You know
that if the air is too dry that you have to give it a more enclosed atmosphere, if it is too cold for your plant
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you will have to warm the air around it.


Those were the two main problems that I have had to cope with, but I did.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


My luck with African Violets in the past few years has been all bad. When my family first moved here, I
bought several African Violets and within three weeks, they had all died. Then I waited a while and bought
a few more. These ones promptly expired also. Finally I gave up and vowed to never own another African
Violet in my life!


In the fall of 1977 my grandmother started me an African Violet – S. 'Abby', which she kept all winter in
her house. It grew beautifully and this spring she gave it to me.


I took it home and placed it in a bright window. Every day I checked it for buds and brushed its leaves with
a very soft brush. Finally one day I looked at it and there they were; Tiny little buds that no one but I could
see. They got bigger and bigger and bigger. Finally the day came. Slowly one of the buds opened. When it
was completely open, I recorded the date in my record book.


Since that day I have started several other violets which are coming along very nicely. Someday when I get
a lot of them going I hope to sell them. 


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


Miniature Gloxinias (Sinningia hybrids) require special care on P.E.I., and in other cold provinces. It is fine
in the summer when the temperature reaches 85 or 90 degrees, but in the winter you have to keep them warm
or they will not set buds, or if you are really unlucky they might die. I have solved this problem by not
having them growing at the coldest time of the year. I start mine in the spring so that by October or
November they are finished growing and blooming. Then I let them die down completely and let them rest
from December until about April or May. Then I start them growing again.


When my miniature gloxinias' leaves touch the rim of the pot, they often develop cracks along the leaves
and eventually the whole leaf falls off. I have solved this problem by putting a piece of foil around the rim
of the pot. I have found that this stops them from cracking, and from browning at the tips.


When my miniature gloxinias completely hide the soil because the leaves get big, it makes it hard to water
them from the top so I usually water mine from the bottom, except that once a week I water them from the
top to wash out excess salt build up.


These are just three of the many problems that I have had to deal with, and was able to do so successfully.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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The only other building on our property in P.E.I. is an old shed that was fixed up after we moved here. It has
three big windows that are great for my plants in the summer. Last summer I discovered that the old shed
was a moneymaking opportunity just waiting to be taken advantage of. I moved my plants up there around
the first of June. They don't do too well in our house as our windows are high up and they have no sills on
them.


Around the middle of May last year I went up to the shed and started to make some shelves. I only put
shelves on one of the windows though, which was a big mistake. I could have made three tines as much
money if I had put the shelves on all the windows. I did not have Gesneriads in the shed last year because
I was just learning about them then.


I start the plants in the spring that I want to put up in the building so that they will be big enough to stand
the sun. I am starting them earlier this year so that they will be bigger when I sell them in the fall.


My total profits last year were about $60 or more and I hope to do even better this year. There were several
plants that did very well in the shed last summer. They were Impatiens and Mexican Hats. These are not
gesneriads but I grow them anyway.


Now before you go rushing for you saws and hammers to build your own shelves, first check with your
nearest florist and see if he will buy your plants from you. Some may be reluctant to do this if they don't
know you because they have no guarantee that your plants are healthy. If he will buy them, find out what
kind he wants and then go rushing for your saws and hammers.  If you sell him good, healthy plants, you
will not have to worry about where you are going to get the money for that Sinningia speciosa that you must
have, because you will have it.


David McLeod
Orwell Cove, P.E.I.


Odds and ends


New gesneriads from Lyndon Lyon. The 1979 spring catalog from Lyndon Lyon has, in addition to its
listings of new violets and roses, a small group of new gesneriads. The original Streptocarpus 'Cape Beauty'
has been crossed with rexii-type hybrids by Lyndon to produce S.'Cape Jewel' and S. 'Blue Skies’.  These
are compact and promising plants somewhat larger (and probably easier to grow) than the 'Cape Beauty'
series. In the columnea section, Lyon introduces C. 'Autumn Mist', which is buttercup yellow tipped with
burnt orange, and reintroduced his older hybrid, 'Orange Zing'. The mini-violet section features a new
introduction, 'Pip Squeek', "the world's smallest miniature violet.” It has many bell-shaped pink flowers and
deep green leaves no longer than your little fingernail.


Ron Myhr brought back some of these plants (and others) on his recent visit to Lyndon Lyon. He also
brought back, for interested society members, seed for the new miniature Sinningia 'Peachie'.
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Watering of capillary mats. If we have a tray of reasonably uniform plants (common pot-size, soil etc.)
on a capillary mat, we can borrow a watering trick from our orchid growing friends. Place on the mat
permanently, a pot, of the growing  medium being used. When adding additional water to the mat, dump the
contents of this pot so that the moisture retention of the growing medium can be evaluated. Often the test
medium can indicate excess moisture even though the mat itself is dry. Plants of the tuberous kind, as well
as Streptocarpus and some others, enjoy an occasional drying out and this type of test can be an accurate
indicator of their watering needs.


Postscript on columneas. In my recent talk on the columneas for our Society, I inadvertently missed an
obvious but important point. Columneas, and other gesneriads can flower only once from a given node.
Consequently, it is not uncommon to find a long, trailing stem where the flowering is occurring only in the
area of its "growing point.” In the grooming of a columnea, it is probably wise to cut this stem hack, and to
place the active portion of the cutting back into the soil proper. This cutting will probably flower while
rooting and add to the illusion of a filled out basket.


A fertilizer by another name. In the highly competitive world of plant fertilizer distribution, the name itself
can sell the product. I, myself, would not buy a liquid concentrate called Granny's Bloomers (thousands
have) for I prefer the plain box with its simple identifier X-X-X. But how many of us would not be stopped
in our tracks at our local fertilizer store with Hillview's new product: Zoo Poo! This must be the most
ingenious plant product name to appear in a long, long time. As its name implies, Zoo Poo consists of
"droppings" gathered at the local zoo; these have been composted by Hillview to provide us with a mild,
organic fertilizer having an analysis of .7-.7-.7. The product is said to be odourless and might be a
replacement for Hillview's Terra Organics, a compost based on worm castings.


Gustav Ciamaga
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Regina's Carefree Gesneriad Society


Our Society held its first general meeting in January of 1976 with four members in attendance, and grew
quickly to a total of twenty members. As we must meet in our homes to view each member's plant collection,
we hold our total membership to twenty. This means that we have several names on our waiting list.


Using "Carefree" was meant to imply that one is free of care and worry when one works with plants, and it
is so true; The pleasure and comfort derived from caring for your plants is the highlight of our days. The
founders of our Society were the people who came up with the idea of an indoor plant society and the name.
They are Mary Engstrom, well known for her prize winning Saintpaulias, and Brian Porter, a knowledgeable
young man who is Provincial Horticulturist. Their brain child has grown into a very active association.


The Society has as many lectures during the general meetings as is possible. We use our own members
wherever possible and will have more members to call on as they develop expertise in gesneriad
growing/germinating and related culture. Having the seat of provincial government and the associated
greenhouses here provides us with some judges and a few speakers for our meetings. “Gesneriagossip” is
the name of our newsletter, and we have several subscribers in our sister provinces and throughout
Saskatchewan. Members and subscribers are encouraged to write articles for the newsletter, in order to
communicate their growing and pest control knowledge around. Articles in the newsletter are not limited
to gesneriads only, as our members have varied collections and we like to learn about other things as well.


There is no shortage of gesneriad plants here in Regina, and those found in the grocery and hardware stores
are NOT gesneriads. For example, one store had a nice-sized variegated Columnea that turned out to be a
Euonymus and another (plant) store had Achimenes labelled as Sinningia. Oh well, this business of constant
mix-up with so-called gesneriads has made us very leery of all, and that is bad. We naturally needed
something like "Chatter" and it is now in our library as we feel we may then be safe in ordering from
growers listed. We also find that gesneriads are not the only plants that are not correctly named.


As our Society grew we soon felt the need for more information, and we have ordered several books and
publications as funds would allow, and recognized the need for subscriptions to plant societies, especially
AGGS. This brought the matter of "chaptering" to our attention. We take a vote on all the chaptering we
need this June, and with special thanks to Mel Sater we are also rich in good reading material for our library,
and have already put it to good use in a lecture on Kohlerias.


Our membership comes from as many walks of life as there are plants, and many good friendships are
building. We have good times at our meetings and enjoy each other's company. As we are a small group,
we must maintain cooperation and understanding; This is not difficult, As Helen Van Pelt Wilson says in
her book Joy of Geraniums "People who direct their energies to growing are rarely the ones bent on
destroying.” How right she is. Plant people everywhere are special folk.


Georgina Bull 
821 Grace Street 
Regina, Sask. S4T 5M4








Toronto Gesneriad Society
Vol. IV - Issue I


August 1979


Hi Fellow Gardening Enthusiasts!


   I hope you had a good summer. My name Is Gordon Wick and I am your new newsletter editor. 
Remember, I’m "an editor" not author, so send me your experiences, ideas and comments to share with
the rest of the members.


I would like to remind you of what has been happening and interest you in what is coming up.


June Meeting - Final discussions regarding the Newsletter Award our chapter is sponsoring for the
AGGS Conventions. It was decided to limit the presentation to “Best Newsletter” only - no runner up
presentations.


The club library system is starting up with some newsletters and publications already in stock and
more expected by Sept. Check with Sally Weir to see what is available.


The slate of officers for 1979 -80 was presented by nominating committee chairman, Gordon D.
Wick. There were no additional nominations from the floor and the new executive was acclaimed as
follows:


President - Elise Dunford 648-6168
259 Filman Mt. Rd.,  R.R.#1 Ancaster, Ont.


Vice-President, & Program Committee Chairman -
Raymond Priddel 368-2469


Secretary - Cathy Pickett 444-0858
Treasurer - Gordon D. Wick 576-6595


153 Pontiac Ave., Oshawa, Ont. 655-4229 (days)
Membership Secretary - Roy Dunford, 648-6168


259 Filman Mt. Rd.,  R.R.#1 Ancaster, Ont.
Board members at large: Jim Bodnar (Assist Show Chair.) 270-8957


Ron Myhr (Assist Newsletter Editor)   649-2726
Don MacDonald (Publicity Chair.) 964-9305


In addition to these executive members the following general members are heading committees:
Past President Miree Lex will head the Judged Show Committee
Ella Wakeford will chair the Social Committee
Alice Nichols will chair the Plant Sales Table
Sally Weir will act as Librarian
Frances Coombs will act as Assistant Librarian and Archivist


Ron Myhr reports that the Tennessee Gesneriad Society has won the 1st annual Newsletter award
at the recent AGGS convention.
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From the President:
As your new President for 1979-1980, I am looking forward to a happy and interesting year. We


have an excellent executive and with their help and your co-operation there is no limit to what we can
achieve.


Ray Priddel, Vice Pres. and Chairman of the Program Committee are lining up an interesting
agenda for the coming year. If you have any requests, do not hesitate to contact either Ray or myself.


An outstanding opening meeting is awaiting us on Sept. 9th with the visit of Mr. Michael Kartuz,
the well-known grower and hybridizer of gesneriads from Wilmington, U.S.A.


The Old Auditorium of the Civic Garden Centre, Lawrence & Leslie Streets, Toronto will be open
at 10:00 a.m. to accept members’ plants and terrariums for the mini-show. No doubt you have many
cuttings and plants to donate for the plant sales table.


We will have a meeting, open to the public, from 2 to 5 p.m. The public will be charged $2.00
admission, but members are free. Then after supper you’re on your own. Members will be able to
participate in the workshop session with Mr. Kartuz from 7 to 9 p.m.


The afternoon show and lecture will feature a talk and slide presentation by Mr. Kartuz starting at
2:30 p.m. and followed by a question period.


We will be serving refreshments both afternoon and evening so please bring something special for
this occasion. We all enjoy the social atmosphere of a cup of tea or coffee with a cookie or a piece of
cake. Our members have always been generous and no doubt you will prove this again. Looking forward
to seeing you on September 9th.


Elise J. Dunford, President


Odds ‘n Ends: 
Monte Watler indicates he is clearing out the overcrowded miniature Sinningias so watch for him


at our Sept meeting.
We welcome another new member to our “growing" family - Miss Candice Beaman, 170 St.


George St., Suite 928, Toronto, 924-2288


MEMBERSHIP DUES:
Speaking of new members - we are all due to renew our membership at the Sept. meeting and as


an extra incentive to pay up right away, members will be admitted to the afternoon session free (Public
admission $2.00) and an extra bonus is the evening session which is for members only.


The executive has set up a new membership fee schedule to encourage all our local members to
belong to the AGGS. We also determined a new fee for Joint family memberships where we save postage
by doing just one mailing to more than one person.


1979 -1980 Membership Fees - Due September 1979
Local AGGS Membership  Total


Jan to Dec-1980


Individual Membership $10.00 5.00 15.00
Joint Membership
Two people -same address $15.00 6.00 21.00


(One mailing)
Three people -same address $20.00 6.00 26.00


(1 mailing)
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This means you can save $2.00 on your AGGS membership by paying through our local chapter
because the chapter will pay the difference to the AGGS to try to boost its membership.


Please note: We are not forcing you to join the AGGS. You can still belong solely to the Toronto
Gesneriad Society, but the benefit of receiving the Gloxinian magazine and the other publications are well
worth the small extra fee (i.e., Know & Grow Gesneriads).


Pot - Luck Picnic:
18 members spent a very enjoyable afternoon and evening at the home of Past President Ron Myhr


in Claremont on Sunday, August 4th. In addition to enjoying each others personal company, we had a
superb pot luck supper, a short but important board meeting and we enjoyed viewing Ron’s collection of
plants, some slides of the recent convention as well as some of gesneriads from my spring trip to England.


Show and Tell:
Please don’t hesitate to bring along the plants that you are most proud of this month (every month)


but I might also suggest bringing along a plant you are not having much luck with - properly identified.
Other members can often make suggestions on how to succeed with your plant. If you think your plant
may be ill please be sure to enclose it completely in a large plastic bag so there is no chance of spreading
to others plants. Show and tell is an important educational aspect of our meetings. At the Sept. mini-show
and meeting we expect to have at least one educational exhibit.


In addition to a general commentary on growing of gesneriads we are expecting Mr. Kartuz to talk
about some of the New developments in Growing Gesneriads - Basic to Advanced and at the evening
session to give some basic details on how to set seeds and how hybridization is carried out.


EXECUTIVE:
All executive and board members please note: a picnic lunch is in order for Sept, 9th as we wish to


hold the board meeting between the afternoon and evening sessions, Please try to arrange to stay as a
number of important items need to be settled or gotten under way.


Future board meetings will normally be called for 1 or 1:15 p.m. on each regular meeting date to
avoid duplicated traveling costs.


NEWSLETTER CONTENTS:
It is my hope to include some article on growing or plant culture in each future issue.


Unfortunately I have not received any submissions due to summer holidays but I am expecting some for
the next issue. If you have had a success or a miserable failure, why not share your story with the rest of
the membership. I will be glad to hear from anyone. I will be glad to hear from anyone who reads this
newsletter. 


Address comments to:
TGS Newsletter, 
Gordon D. Wick, Editor, 
153 Pontiac Ave., 
Oshawa, Ont 
L1G 3M4
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Please fill in and bring the membership application fee to the next Meeting (Sept 9th) or if you cannot
attend, mail to our membership sec., so we can print our addressing labels for the next year's mailings.


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership Year


Toronto Gesneriad Society Sept.1979 - June 1980


Mail to: Roy Dunford, Membership Secretary, 259 Filman Mt. Rd., RR#1, Ancaster, Ont. 


Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________Prov.: _________Postal Code: __________________
Telephone:___________________________________________________________________
I hereby apply for membership in the following category: ___ (see page 2).








TORONTO GESNERIAD SOCIETY
October, 1979


Volume 4, Issue 2


Meeting Notice


Please note change from normal second Sunday to third Sunday - OCTOBER 21st 1979


President's Message


A big THANK YOU to all who have made the Michael Kartuz visit such a huge success. The executive did
such an excellent job, so did many of the members. Thank you very much.


Michael Kartuz’ slides were excellent and he gave us many tips in the workshop at night.


For propagating material he uses a mixture: 1/2 coarse perl1te and 1/2 coarse vermiculite. Moisten it with
warm water when you use it -  not before. Streptocarpus leaves are put in this mixture after the middle vein
has been taken out. The same can be done to florists’ gloxinias.


When a bulb of a sinningia does not want to sprout, he suggests as a last resort to give it a shock treatment
by putting it in the refrigerator for a week.


For the growing mix of Gesneriads Michael uses: 2 quarts of sphagnum Canadian Peat Moss, 1 quart
Vermiculite, horticultural grade, 1quart medium or coarse perlite, 1 tablespoon of ground limestone.
Thoroughly mix this, but do not moisten this mix until ready to use and then moisten it with warm water to
which a weak fertilizer solution has been added.


Michael uses Peters, Miracle Gro, and Schultz. He adds also a chemical to this mixture which is only
available to commercial growers. When this chemical is not added you can improve the soilless mix by
adding 1/4 sterilized soil or even better 1/4 sterilized compost.


The Gloxinia sylvatica (formerly Seemannia latifolia) produces more flowers and forms more rhizomes
when treated as a short day plant. Apparently Gloxinia ‘Chic’ should not be treated this way, but should
receive the same amount of light as most other gesneriads.


Frances Coombs had an interesting album at her library table with “Candid Camera pictures.” We thank
Lillian and Gustav Ciamaga for their donations of these  pictures. They add spice to the history of the
society.


Our next meeting will be Sunday, October 21st at 2 p.m. There will be an executive meeting at 1:15 p.m.


Please bring your beat plants, Miree Lex will show how to improve your plants so that they may be prize
winners at the April 13th show.


We are also looking forward to our "Show and Tell" programme.


Refreshments will be served, and do not forget to bring your surplus cuttings and plants for the sales table.
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Looking forward to seeing you October 21st.


Elise Dunford, President


This Newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a nonprofit organization devoted to the
examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership inquiries should be addressed to
the Membership Secretary, Roy Dunford, 259 Filman Mountain Road, R.R. 1, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3K9.
Subscription and editorial correspondence should be addressed to Ron Myhr, Box 24S, Claremont, Ontario
L0H 1E0. Dues: $10/yr. Subscription only: $5/yr.








This newsletter is published by the Toronto Gesneriad Society, a non-profit organization devoted to the
examination, discussion and appreciation of the gesneriads. Membership enquiries should be addressed
to the membership secretary, Roy Dunford, 259 Filman Mountain Road, R. R. #1., Ancaster, Ont. L9G
3K9


Vol. 4 - Issue 3 Nov. 1979


Toronto Gesneriad Society 


President's Message -
Sunday, November 11, 1979 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Civic Garden Ctr., Studio 1 will be the next


meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society.
An executive meeting will be held at 1:15pm - all board members are asked to attend.
The Nov. programme will be of interest to all members, in fact the members will be asked to


participate in the programme by bringing plants and discussing them.... a mini-show and workshop
combined. Do bring your plants with which you have either success or failure. It would be helpful if you
could tell the members what soil you use, watering methods, how often and what you fertilize them with and
light exposure. So, please do bring your plants.


Miree Lex gave us an excellent talk or how to improve our plants, not only for the show but also for
your daily pleasure. It was interesting to learn how irregular watering will cause a badly shaped plant. I never
realized that to have a beautiful columnea you have to put 30 cuttings in a 4" pot and then of course you have
to be ruthless and pinch a lot. Ann Hollingworth showed a perfect Nematanthus “Cheerio”; she started 3
cuttings and by constant pinching, a beautiful bushy plant was the result, covered with buds and flowers.
Miree starts her columnea, if I understand her correctly, by putting Fisher's soil in the bottom of her 4" pot.
You can protect the holes in the pot by either a piece of nylon screen, or sphagnum moss (to moisten the long
fibered sphagnum, use hot water) Then she puts coarse vermiculite on top of the Fisher's soil. Be sure you
have Canadian vermiculite and not African vermiculite which is not suitable for plants. I lost a lot of cuttings
this past summer by having unknowingly used the wrong vermiculite. I now buy my vermiculite where the
florists buy it. It is Canadian.


On Sunday, we also hope to have an expert from the University of Toronto talk on insects and
diseases which affect our plants.


There will be refreshments and a sales table for surplus cuttings and plants. As always, the members
are very generous both with refreshments and donations to the sales table. (Please keep it up.) That is
wonderful and thanks to all who contributed.


Our members are also generous with their time. Charles Reeves will be our new treasurer and Monte
Watler will be our Corresponding Secretary.


The December meeting will be on Sunday, December 9th.
I am looking forward to seeing you all on Sunday, November 11th.


Programme: Mini show , workshop. Talk on insects and diseases.
Refreshments - Sales table


Do help to make it a success, Elise Dunford, President
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Treasurer's Report to October 21, 1979 


Balance fwd. July 31, 1979 $1,367.29
Expenses: Certificates for AGGS .$ 23.96


Mr. Kartuz  .294.67
Refreshments      .3.60 
Publicity, newsletter supplies  .126.79


Total  .       449.02


Receipts: Membership fees $501.00
Receipts at door     3 .4.00
Refreshments collection    .24.95
Bank interest   . 63.78


Total        797.28


Net balance carried fwd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348.26
$1,715.55


Less outstanding cheque - Civic Garden Centre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.25
$1616.30


Cheques received for membership during month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00
$1656.30


Expenses re newsletter postage & labels and 
purchase of plastic pots for resale- G. Wick. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101.63


Total $1554.67
Note: total interest since July 1/78 $125.09


MINIATURE AFRICAN VIOLETS
Care and Culture


by Sylvia Richardson
Miniature African Violets at first glance one could be excused for supposing that they are just a


young or baby plant, In fact; they are hybridized to this size, a process that has taken some ten years of
research and work.


They began as "Teacup" progressed to "Windowsill" and now have their place in Violet
nomenclature as  "Miniature.” They come in all colors of blossom sad type of foliage and are a delight to
behold when properly grown.


A 2 1/2" pot is the largest in which a miniature should be grown. At least three times a year take the
plant out of the pot and cut 1/2" off the root ball with a sharp sterile knife, take off any faded or yellowed
leaves, often one whole row must be removed, and repot into a clean2 1/2" pot, adding fresh soil to fill the
pot. Firm the soil and place the pot into tepid water until the top of the pot feels damp.


Do not repot a dry plant, try to water it the day before you plan the above surgery.
If grown under fluorescent light, the plant should be placed 8" from the tubes, and the lights burned


for 12 hours in winter, a little less in the summer heat. If grown in natural light, turn the pot each day, one
quarter of a turn, to ensure even growth. Watch for a summer sun and winter cold on windowsills.


The same soil fertilizer and general culture as applies to the standard plants is the key to success in
growing miniatures. Loose, porous soil, a fertilizer high in phosphorus (the centre number of the 3 on all
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pkg.) and high humidity (50 to 70%) are the key factors. Under fluorescent lights, they are fertilized with
each watering, using 1/4 of the recommended strength - on a windowsill, one feeding each eight days will
suffice.


Spray for humidity with a mister and hot water, this will keep foliage clean and better able to breathe.
Placing the plants on a tray of  pebbles and water will also keep up the much needed humidity.


For those growers with design talents, the miniatures used in an arrangement are delightful,  and the
cut blossoms enhance an under 5" design.


Anyone wishing to see my collection of miniatures would be most welcome at my plant room.


EPISCIA CLEOPATRA
by Dr. Purves


My love affair with Episcia “Cleopatra” began two and a half years ago at an early meeting of the
Toronto Gesneriad Society. I purchased a plant at $10.00 and vowed to master this apparently difficult
specimen.


After placing it directly under the lights in its spanking new dome, watering it once a week with
20-20-20, fish emulsion, or Sturdy, was shortly rewarded with not only blooms but a stolon. This was
directed into a 3" pot & the stolon stem held in place within the soil with small "U" of insulated wire. Pretty
soon I had 3 terrariums going and all produced abundantly.


My soil is a combination of commercial potting soil liberally mixed with perlite, vermiculite, peat
moss, sharp sand, a couple of handful of dolomite and of superphosphate. These quantities were dictated
by the feel of the mixture - very loose - very textured.


My household humidity all summer is never less than 60% and in winter 45 to 50%. The house has
a complete electric heating system complete with humidifier and electronic air cleaner. My plant room is
a bench 5' x 10' with 2 banks of 8' tubes (2 cool white, 2 warm white) and 2 Gro-Lux 4' tubes.


After a year and a half and a house count of 58 plants, I decided to experiment on growing out of the
terrarium with amazing success. Only newly separated plants from stolons are favoured by a "dome" - others
grow entirely on the bench. Since the pebbles on my bench harbor overflows from pots, they add to the total
house humidity.


Temperature wise, we try to subsist in 66º F winter and summer. The continuously circulating
furnace fan keeps the air from stagnating.


My great joy is obtained from giving specimens to my friends as house gifts. They offer a very subtle
decorator accent to any home. Recently my wife joined the Caledon Garden Club and I initiated the 25 ladies
with a "Cleopatra” which is just bound to create continuing interest.


Although most of my plants are in single rosettes, I have filled a 10" bulb pan with 5 plants which
has sat in a south window all summer and is still thriving, I am certain that my initial purchase has produced
at least 150 plants which undoubtably rivals old Methuselah.
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Cryptic X Word
by Monte Watler


ACROSS


(1) A newspaper column easily
produces this plant. (8 letters) 


(5) In recent times he has contributed
to our knowledge of these plants (4)


(9) The most modern allow for this (5)
(10) G.S.N. dies and contrives a plan (7)
(11) Flower dance that will rattle Lana.


(10)
(13) Bark before the wind : OW! It


projects outward from the wall(9)
(15) Russian this Russian reversed -


destructive mite. (3)
(16) Peruses intensely. (5)
(18) Initially a Criminal Investigation 


Dept. requires limestone. (4)
(20) The CIA spies curtailed a


Flame Violet (7)
(22) See 500's. (5)
(24.7d.15d,) To do Generosity 


Creations. (anag) (7, 9,7) 
(25) Fifty yon -- a hybridizer. (4)


DOWN


(1) A stylish Gloxinia (4)
(2) Sing a tune or calm a baby who did not graduate. (7)
(3) Short Manuscript includes it with a great God of Sun and air in reverse. (9)
(4) Fin. (Fr) (3)
(6) Black egg basket contains this small barrel). (3)
(7) see 24 across 
(8.19) .......... snail. (2, 4, 2, 1)
(12) A graduate sketches the first half of this container. (1, 6)
(14) At rest between the Matador Mantles. (7)
(15) see 24 across
(17) As oil it is a watertight tower. (1, 4)
(19) see 8 down
(21) As a dove would converse lovingly to the plants. (3)
(23) Initially if you were out and I were in it would be a sin. (3)
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Aeschynanthus hildebrandii


A. hildebrandii appears to be the perfect terrarium specimen. Presently, the plant is four inches high,
half that height composing 4 orange yellow flowers. The plant is almost constantly in flower. The light
source is a self ballasted mercury vapour lamp Wonder Lite produced by Westron of Canada, retailing for
about $40.00 located four feet above the growing medium. The terrarium soil mixtures is equal parts of soil,
pent moss, vermiculite, perlite, and a few crushed egg shells. Very weak fertilizer is used every other week.
Growing in harmony with A. hildebrandii are Gesneria 'Lemon Drop’, Saintpaulia ‘Pipsqueak’, Phinaea
multiflora 'Tracerie', Streptocarpus variabilis, some unknown miniature sinningia hybrid, and several
hundred sinningia pusilla (all doing well).


Andy Cartmell, University of Waterloo


Sales Table -


Beginning with the Nov. meeting the society will have supplies of plastic pots available. These are
purchased  wholesale by the carton and will be resold to members in small quantities at cost plus approx.
10%. Sizes now available will include 2 1/4, 3" and 4"


This issue was edited by Gordon D. Wick. I would like to thank all the members who submitted articles for
this issue and hope these and other members will write up their experiences to share with our membership.
Your articles will help whoever edits future issues.  Fill the pages with helpful information which the editor
doesn’t necessarily even know (him or herself).  Again, thank you for your cooperation this month.
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 4, No. 4   December 1979


President's Message


Sunday, December 9th, at 2 p.m. will be the Christmas meeting of the Toronto Gesneriad Society at the
Toronto Civic Garden Centre. An executive meeting will be held at 1.15 p.m. prior to the meeting.


We have planned a good programme.  Jackie Patterson will speak on "The Culture of Episcias and their
Propagation." We are very fortunate to have so much talent among our members and members who are
willing to share it.


As this will be our last meeting before Christmas, do try to come and participate in our Gift Plant Exchange.
If you bring a plant you will be eligible for the plant draw. The more who participate the more fun it is.


Refreshments will be served. We are also looking forward to our usual "Show and Tell." And please bring
surplus cuttings and plants for the sales table.


Elise Dunford


This newsletter is now edited and processed by Ray Priddel and Monte Watler respectively. We hope you
enjoy the new format and welcome your suggestions, comment, and criticism (good or bad) toward the
improvement of the letter. It is your newsletter and we aim to do our best for you. We would particularly like
to sound out the membership on the introduction of illustration, restricted unfortunately to line drawing, as
this is the only form suitable for Xerox reproduction. And please do keep the written material coming in.
Let us all strive to make the newsletter as full and interesting as possible.
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD by Monte Watler


ACROSS
1. See 4 down.
7. Short work (2)
8. Is Cali a producer of an absorbent for


deodorizing and drying flowers. (6)
10. Repel it as a starter or add it to your soil (7)
11. Touch not suited to a T, but a gem of a buckle.


(4)
13. Not Hare but a miniature that is an Indian


deity.(7)
14. Ending for Fol and Famil. (3 ) 
16. Did Dan celebrate partially or did Salome. (5)
18. Sounds as if you deserve this decorative


container. (3)
19. Bangor Gesneriads contain these or visa versa.


(6)
20. Would a plant Doctor discover this microbe? (4)
21. John will see the conclusion of a Presbyterian


whilst in Glasgow. (3) 
23. See 5 down.
25. Cost of being devoted to a star or a blare of


trumpets for this columnea. (7)
28. Suffix or prefix. (2)
31. This means of watering would be most welcome.


(3)
32. All is up and in full bloom. (7 )
34. 51 and a good man will catalogue your plants.


(4)
35. See 5 down.


DOWN
1&3. Sin thru Amore. (anag.) but to be pardoned is


heavenly. (2 , 3, 2 , 5 )
2. My favourite plants may be put on a pedestal.


No! Just elevated in the light garden. (5,5 )
3. See 1 down.
4. 100 sign and compose a pet name for this


colourful gesneriad. (4)
5D, 30D, 23A, 35A . Cleaning these utensils is a
chore any cook or gardener will detest. (7, 2, 3,4)
6D,1A. Disturbed wheat powder, oriental  perfume


and tubers have no right to provide these
necessities. (11,5)


8. Its transgressing to return first class with these
plants. (9)


9. I am suited to a T. (2)
12. Its your undoing if you do not unfasten mixed


gin. (4)
15. Outstandingly good, but marred with a single


spot. (3)
17. In olden days it could have been a safe place to


keep a pair of fertile gesneriads. (3)
19. A hereditary characteristic of plants. (4) 
22. Maria sang those to Ari as he attended the opera.


Doubly so. (5)
24. The core of this mixture is earth. (5) 
26. As well as 50 ring confused. (4)
27. Was it this time of the year that man lost his


innocence by eating the forbidden fruit. (4)
29. A physical trainer is quick of comprehension. (3)
30. See 5 down.
33. Chemically Lithium Roman 51 but sounds


dishonest. (2)


LAST
MONTH'S 
SOLUTION
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PLANT PESTS  (Notes on Ron Myhr's talk)


The most important approach to growing healthy plants is good culture and careful observation. The
closer we come to satisfying the growth requirements of a plant, the healthier and more trouble free that
plant will be. By carefully observing our plants on a regular basis, we not only can evaluate the success of
our culture technique, but we stand a good chance of recognizing the early signs of attack by pests or
diseases before the problem gets out of hand.


Fungal diseases such as powdery mildew or crown rot can often be avoided by taking care not to
overwater and by maintaining good air circulation. This time of year, cool, humid conditions favourable to
fungal growth are likely to arise in some of our plant rooms. If powdery mildew does become a problem,
the best cure is a soil drench regime with Benomyl, but other treatments, including dusting the plant with
sulphur, may be effective.


Ron pointed out that two approaches are possible in combating insect and mite pests. On the one hand
you can go for total eradication, if you and your plant can survive the rigours of treatment. The other
approach is one of controlling infestation at some acceptable level and putting up with the odd White Fly,
or whatever.


The total eradication strategy takes a good deal of resolve. You have to decide on the type of chemical,
the individual dosage, and the frequency required to combat a particular pest. Once you begin treatment you
are committed to following through. The reward of success may be an extended pest free period for your
plants in which spraying is not necessary.


The control strategy is suitable for certain kinds of pests such as White Flies and Aphids. Control takes
less effort. In the summer, when re-infestation from the outdoors is more likely, it may be the most practical
approach. However, should serious pest or disease problems arise more aggressive chemical warfare may
be necessary, but it must be kept in mind that the more potent the chemical the greater the threat not only
to the pest but to the plant and the person applying the chemical as well.


Spider Mites are often first noted by a silky webbing that appears on the plant. They thrive under dry
conditions, so they can often be controlled by misting plants and maintaining high humidity. To eradicate
them use a spray such as kelthane or African Violet spray. Three applications at seven day intervals should
do the trick. This treatment is also effective for killing mites on outside plants before bringing them in for
the winter.


Cyclamen Mites produce a tightening and gnarling of the centre leaves of African Violets, and the
distorted leaves have a grey hairy appearance. Flowers and flower stalks may also become deformed.
Because this mite is such a serious pest and is capable of attacking other gesneriads, Ron recommends
throwing out plants infected with cyclamen mites. However, the repeated use of the previously mentioned
miticides can be employed to eradicate them.


Aphids can be a real scourge if out of control, They can be controlled by washing plants with a spray
attachment once every few weeks. A number of general sprays can be used for eradication such as Malathion
and pyrethrin. Nicotine sulphate is good for getting rid of bugs without harming plants.


White Flies are difficult to eradicate as their eggs get everywhere. In the summer, adults may fly in open
windows and reinfest plants. Pyrethrin (is Ambush in Canada) is one of the more effective insecticides (1/2
ml for 2 cups of spray. Wouldn't want to use more than two cups of spray at one time). Some people have
had luck with eradicating white flies and aphids using a Shell pest strip in an enclosed space (garbage bag,
etc.) with infected plants. However, others have not had success with this method and have harmed their
plants. Orthene kills white flies as a soil drench, but test its toxicity on plant first. Kartuz uses diazinon
spray.


Mealy Bugs are white crawling insects that often produce a cottony web. They can be controlled
manually by using a Q-tip dipped in alcohol. Malathion mixed with alcohol may work with larger
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infestations, and systemics such as Cygon may also work well for a big attack.
Soil Mealy Bugs look like small pieces of perlite. They can be killed with a soil drench of Malathion.
Nematodes are microscopic soil organisms, and there are many different species which are plant


parasites. Most, but not all, are restricted to the roots. Short of using dangerous chemicals employed by
commercial growers, the best approach is to take above ground cuttings and throw away the roots and soil.
Buying only cuttings from growers avoids the possibility of introducing soil borne pests into your plant
collection. Again, careful plant culture such as the use of sterilized soil can help prevent many problems.


Ron Dengler
QUIZ N0.1 by Miree Lex


This is a first for our newsletter -- hoping It will be educational -- and fun!


1. Which of the following would you put in a class at a show "Tuberous Gesneriads is Flower?"
cardinalis Innocence Tarantella concinna Yellow Beauty Robin Hood


2. Match up the following genera and species or hybrids:
parasitica Agalmyla vexans Columnea Adams Rib Episcia
evrardii Aeschynanthus Early Bird Diastema Achimenes elphinstonia
Purple King Chirita


3. Which of the following are rosette type plants?
Boea; Saintpaulia; Nematanthus; Neomortonia; Sinningia.


4. Underline the following genera that have rhizomes:
Kohleria; Streptocarpus; Diastema; Saintpaulia; Ramonda.


5. Which of the following are not pink variegated Episcias?
Acajou; Fire N' Ice; lilacina; Lady Lou; Cleopatra.


6. Stoplight, lobbianus, perianthomega, Rio, Bijou belong to what genus?


7. Which of the following genera have variegated Leaves?
Columnea; Episcia; Petrocosmea; Codonanthe; Aeschynanthus.


6. Which two of the following Sinningias grow tall sod could used staking?
tubiflora; White Sprite; Freckles; verticillata; Rex.


9. How long before a show do you have to own a plant?


10. Which of the following have smooth rhizomes like a cocoon?
serratus; oblonga; erinoides; Rongo; Firelight.


11. Dalbergaria and Pentadenia were separated from which genus?


12. Which of the following Streptocarpus genus have stems?
johannis; dunnii; holstii; Constant Nymph; Love Is; saxorum.


(Answers Next Month)


SWAPS
A   The below-listed are searching for plants or cuttings you are willing to part with. Give them a call. 


N   Then perhaps you can find something you require in exchange.


T   WANTED -- Sinningia 'Snowflake'  S. concinna -- Don MacDonald 964-9305


S   WANTED-- Sinningia 'Snowflake' -- Monte Watler 233-6664
If you wish to find a certain plant contact the editor to be listed.
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GETTING YOUR PLANTS PREPARED FOR SHOW


The standards for growing are set by the Blue Ribbon winners -- and they are our best teachers. The top
ribbons are goals everyone should strive for. To receive top ribbons over better growers in a particular class
is a great achievement.


When a judge judges a plant, he or she has a mental picture of the mature plant in mind (grown to its
full potential) to judge that plant from. The AGGS Judges' Handbook lists some of the things to do to make
a show quality plant under Cultural Perfection. Show plants are made by careful culture through the entire
growth cycle. Under Cultural Perfection you have the most points in the point scale, which is 40. Under
Cultural Perfection you have the following -- feeding, watering, light, potting, soil, space, cleansing,
humidity, spraying, and temperature.


POTTING -- You have to start with the pot, which comes in many sizes and heights. Do not over-pot or
under-pot your plant. It is permissible to have several plants per pot, evenly spaced, if the Show Schedule
permits it. If a single plant, it must be centred.


SOIL -- Sometimes becomes compacted, especially if it is an unimproved commercial mix -- the root ball
may remain dry after watering -- the water just seeping down between the soil and the pot, and the plant
wilts very quickly. Also you could find slow growth, loss of older leaves as well. And poorly drained soil
stays wet. Water remains on the surface long after watering plant and develops symptoms of over-watering.
These above conditions are cured by repotting in an enriched soil. I use Mr. Fisher's African Violet Soil
under an adapted method of Texas-style growing, by putting a little soilless mix in the bottom of the pot,
perlite in the middle of the pot, then topped by soil and placed in contact with capillary matting.


FEEDING & WATERING -- True show plants are produced through regular care. Do not ignore them for
several weeks and kill them with kindness the next, and expect good results. Here you will get irregular
growth patterns. One common fault is over-feeding. You will have salt deposits on the surface of the soil
and on the sides of clay pots. In under feeding, new leaves become progressively smaller and growth finally
stops.


SPACE & LIGHT -- When you have overcrowded plants, the lack of space accounts for more poorly-grown
plants than any other factor. If you have X number of growing spaces, allow space to rotate your plants
one-quarter turn comfortably, so your plant can grow to its potential. Plants need to be rotated regularly so
that light falls on all sides. To get correct lighting -- if a plant needs to be elevated it can be done on a one
plant basis. Plants are travelers for light. A plant grown in direct light will be straight and uniform and a
plant not rotated will grow under directional light. Symptoms of too little light -- new leaves are small and
far apart; stems lean and weak; foliage pale. Too much light gives you bronze, yellow, or brown areas on
the leaves. Ends of leaves may curl downwards.


HUMIDITY--For the lack of it, leaves have brown or shrunken edges (margins) and stiff, wrinkled foliage;
growth is poor and stunted and you are likely to get bud drop.


TEMPERATURE -- Has a great influence on the amount of water plants use. When temperatures are over
75 degrees. F. plants transpire water in the form of vapour through the leaves. The transpired water must be
replaced rapidly, or else cells lose their turgidity and become limp. When too hot, older leaves yellow, wilt,
fall. When too cold leaves curl, sometimes turn brown, and fall.
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WATER-- In Gesneriads some are thirstier than others. Gesneria cuneifolia in the wild in Jamaica can be
found growing in a running river, while epiphytic Columneas are found hanging on trees or huge
Bromeliads. For plants that are windowsill grown it will be necessary to keep wet foliage out of hot sun or
it will spot. If you are growing on a light stand there is no need to be concerned about wet leaves. I use a
watering can with a sprinkler attached and give all my plants a bath occasionally, including Chiritas.
Exceptions are Sinningia canescens and Sinningia hirsuta, and Smithianthas.


PLANTS ALWAYS TO BE FREE OF INSECTS AND DISEASE.


DORMANCY-- Is brought on by the seasons, or by the lack of water. The propagules on the Gloxinia
gymnostoma I had at the Sunday meeting were triggered by the lack of enough water. Also seasons cause
dramatic changes, due to short days. If plants are kept growing beyond their normal season, you may get rot
in tubers and rhizomes. The lack of water can ruin a flowering cycle.


FOLLOW THE RULES OF THE SHOW
Many ribbons can be lost because the entries did not meet the class specifications.


FLOWER SHOWS ARE FOR LEARNING.


Now to get your plants ready for show. If every member of this society exhibits a minimum of 5 plants, we
can have a successful show. Going down each genus as follows:


ACHIMENES: Many evenly spaced rhizomes to a pot that can grow to a mature plant, and by evenly
pinching tips to make a compact pot.


ALLOPLECTUS: nummularia, many cuttings to a pot. No bare spaces on top, or leaves missing.


AESCHYNANTHUS: Full pot. Evenly-spaced cuttings to a pot, with pinching to have a compact plant.


BOEA: hygroscopica, shown as a rosette.


CHIRITA: sinensis, var. and green shown as a rosette. 


CHRYSOTHEMIS: usually shown one per pot.


CODONANTHE: A full pot in bloom, with berries if possible. I took my show plant - to show across
railroad tracks and all the flowers pollinated themselves!


COLUMNEA: Similar to Aeschynanthus. Full pot, no bare spaces or leaves missing or old woody growth.
If these plants go without watering, the leaves fall off, or if you water too much and the temperature drops.
Must bloom over all plant, and berries count as blooms.


PENTADENIA, TRICHANTHA: Same as Columnea, only take into account the mature leaf size when
spacing cuttings to a pot.


DIASTEMA: Plant only enough rhizomes so that plants will not be overcrowded when full grown. Must
have bloom overall.
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EPISCIA: There are a variety of ways to grow it. As a rosette like Saintpaulia, or as a single row of stolons
beyond the main plant. If extra rows of stolons, make sure that all receive correct light so that all are
well-clothed. Episcia hirsuta is shown as a rosette - try not to have it wobble in its pot. The Alsobias,
dianthiflora and 'Cygnet' can be grown with many rosettes to a pot, properly shaped to the pot, and must be
in bloom at show time.


EUCODONIA: Can be shown as a single plant to a pot. 


GESNERIA: Shown as a single rosette, and showing bloom.


GLOXINIA: 'Chic' and others like it can be shown as multi or single plant to a pot, but all plants must be
shown with flowers and buds.


KOHLERIA: Can be shown as a single plant or multi (while growing, stake them in case you forget to rotate
them). Staking can be in a show as long as it is unobtrusive, or can be removed at the entries table. You can
shorten plant by cutting down bottom and setting lower in pot.


KOELLIKERIA: Can be shown as a single rosette or a multi. If multi, must have bloom overall. Sometimes
shown in a terrarium.


NAUTILOCALYX: Can be shown as a single or multi to a pot. Some need staking. Multi plants to a pot
must be of equal quality overall.


NEMATANTHUS: Shown as a full pot. No bare, open spaces, with adequate pinching of tips.


NIPHAEA: Usually shown as a single plant to a pot. 


PARADRYMONIA: Usually shown as a single plant to a pot.


PEARCEA: Can be shown as a single plant to a pot or multi. Can be entered without buds or flowers in the
foliage class.


PETROCOSMEA: Shown as a rosette. Must have bloom on. 


PHINAEA: Usually shown as a single rosette.


SAINTPAULIA: Standards as a single rosette, trailers one plant with three branches.


SINNINGIA: Can be shown as a single plant or rosette to a pot, or multi crowns. But all crowns must show
buds and bloom, and only enough crowns that it is not over-crowded when mature - a matter of selectivity.


SMITHIANTHA: As a single to a pot, cone-shaped in growth. Does not like water on its leaves and is
sensitive to light burn.


STREPTOCARPUS: Without stems and shown as a full pot with little or no soil showing, and be centred.
Streptocarpus with stems, i.e., saxorum, holstii can be pinched to make a compact plant.
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Miree Lex


(Note: This article is in conjunction with Miree's very informative talk on the subject at the October meeting
-- Ed.)


LIBRARY USE.


Members are reminded that overdue library books carry a fine of $2.00 per month per book. Please
endeavour to return your books promptly.


GROWING FROM SEED


Those members who are disappointed by poor results from attempting to grow Gesneriads from seed, may
wish to follow the method I have always used, usually with a good measure of success.


I use a soilless mix, comprised of equal parts of peat moss, perlite, and vermiculite. This is filled into a
3-inch pot (the reason for this pot size will be evident later). The pot is then watered by standing it in luke
warm water until the top of the mix becomes well moistened and has a "glossy" appearance. This may take
an hour or more.


A small quantity of the same soil mix is then pushed through a fine sieve(I use a common wire mesh kitchen
strainer) and spread on top to a depth of about three-eighths of an inch, creating a very fine sowing surface.
It will not be necessary to dampen this -- the moisture from the basic mix will soak through.


The seed is then sprinkled on top as thinly as possible (at this point don't breathe a sigh of relief -- you will
undo all your good work!!)


I then take an ordinary clear plastic tumbler (obtainable cheaply at any supermarket) and invert it over the
pot. It fits snugly over the edge of a three-inch pot, creating a neat and effective miniature greenhouse.


Some growers recommend a period of darkness for freshly-sown seed, but I have always had better results
by placing the pots directly under the fluorescent lights, as close to the tubes as possible.


Further watering will not be required for some time, if at all, and should you feel the medium is becoming
too dry, water only from the bottom of the pot.


Within a fairly short space of time (usually about 3 to 4 weeks) and depending on the variety of seed sown,
an extremely fine green growth will indicate success, and when the tiny seedlings have grown to manageable
size, they should be separated and potted on. At this point I add a very weak solution (about quarter-strength)
of Schultz Instant Plant Food when the thinned seedlings are being watered in. Maintain the high humidity
by covering the containers until the plants become well established, then gradually open the covers a little
more each week until they can be dispensed with altogether.


Ray Priddel





